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EPHESIANS 5:21 –REVIEW 

All believers are to “ὑποτάσσω hupotassō” to one another in the fear of Christ. 

Based upon the etymology, definitions, and observations in the text, we understand “ὑποτάσσω” as 
recognizing the roles and responsibilities of each other and letting each other function in that role and 
following their lead if they have that responsibility. It is vital to understand this is different than 
obedience.  

This is allowing someone serve you or fulfill responsibilities designated by God for certain positions in 
the church so that it may function as He intended. 

EPHESIANS 5:22-33 – OVERVIEW 

In this section, we have multiple examples of responsibility within the function of the family. The primary 
function is that of the husband-and-wife relationship. Later in chapter six, we have children and fathers, but 
that has less to do ὑποτάσσω and more to do with authority. 

In verses 22-33, the main topic is “husbands love your wives.” The reason for and example of that is how 
Jesus Christ loves the church. The man as husband is identified primarily in Christ. 

Wives are compared to the church. 

Just as the church is ὑποτάσσω to the Christ, so wives are ὑποτάσσω to their husbands. 

Husbands are compared to Christ.  

Just as Christ loved and died for the church, so husbands are to love and die for their wives. 

Next, we must talk about the doctrine of the “bride of Christ.” This text is often used as a proof text to 
show that the church is a forever entity, the bride of Christ. This teaching has the following main points: 

The church is the body of Christ and the bride of Christ. 

Jesus is the Bridegroom and is temporarily away from His bride. 

The bride is to remain chaste and keep herself holy until the Bridegroom comes. 

At death or rapture, the church goes to heaven to get her new wedding clothes (Bema, Judgment Seat of 
Christ). 

The Church is prepared to come with Christ at the second coming and then there is a wedding feast 
where there is a permanent joining of church age believers with Jesus. 

At the end of our examination of verses 22-33, we will dive into this doctrine and ask questions. Is 
the doctrine of the bride of Christ accurate? What are some distinctions? What does it matter?  

EPHESIANS 5:22-24 – WIVES TO YOUR HUSBANDS 

LITERAL TRANSLATION – The wives to your own husbands just as to the Lord. Because the husband is 
the head of the wife just as also Christ is the head of the church, Himself Savior of the body. But just as the 
church being subject (ὑποτάσσω) to Christ in this manner also the wives to your husbands in everything. 
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The terms wife and husband are “γυνή gunē” and “ἀνήρ anēr.” The literal meanings are woman and man. 
In context though, if it is a woman’s man or a man’s woman, it is understood as wife and husband. 

The verb “ὑποτάσσω” is borrowed from verse 22 and is generally accepted in context of verse 24. 
However, we do not need it. When there is no verb, we can also supply “eimi.” This is a “be” verb. The 
wives, (be) unto your own husbands just as you (are) to the Lord.  

ὑποτάσσω is appropriate, but the fact that it is not stated means the emphasis is not on the act but to 
whom ὑποτάσσω is granted. 

The word own is “ἴδιος idios” - pertaining to one's self, one's own, belonging to one's self. 

This is an important distinction because women are not ever told to be subject (ὑποτάσσω) to a man in 
general, nor is a man to love every woman as his own body.  

There is no verse in Scripture that says men are superior or have authority over women in general. 

What we have then is instruction for how the home life is to function in the fear of Christ. This is the 
will of God for the instrumental portion of the family. Marriage is the foundation of the family. 

The conjunction “ὡς hōs” is used throughout this section and is translated “just as, as, like.” This means 
that there are similarities, but they are not the same thing. This is an analogy or simile (metaphor). We can 
understand how these analogies work, but we must not equate the two. 

5:22 – to your own husbands just as to the Lord 

5:23 – the husband is the head of the wife just as Christ is the head of the church 

5:24 – the church is subject to Christ just as the wives to their husbands 

5:28 – the husband is to love his wife just as his own body 

Wives, be unto your own husbands just as to the Lord indicates that there is a similarity between how 
wives submit to the Lord and to their husbands. Also, as the church (and every believer) responds to 
Jesus is likened to how the wife is to respond to her own husband.  

The reason that she is to ὑποτάσσω to her husband is that it is her responsibility, as the Lord has 
indicated. 

The reason that the wife is “to her husband as unto the Lord” is that the husband is the head of the wife just 
as Christ is the head of the church. 

Head is “κεφαλή kephalē.” Most of the time, it is the literal head of a person or animal. 

Used metaphorically, this can mean chief, leader, or primary (Acts 4:11 – chief).  

This is used 11 times in the context of a given order. 

1 Corinthians 11:3 – Does the headship determine superiority or responsibility? The relationship of 
Christ with the Father does not indicate who is more important or intrinsically better. 

Colossians 1:18 – Christ is the head of the church (Ephesians 4:15). 

In what way is the husband the head of the wife? 
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The first observation we need to make is that there is a specific thought in verse 23, and the analogy 
moves throughout verses 25-33. Two main words are emphasized: Savior and love. 

Can husbands “save” their wives? 1 Cor 7:12-16 

Just as Christ saves the church, so husbands are to save their own wives. 

Just as Christ loves the church, so husbands are to love their own wives.  

Headship for the husband does not mean full authority. Headship is limited to the role that is given. 
In the context of Ephesians 5:22-33, headship is about the husband’s role to his wife. The husband 
is to save, love, nourish, sacrifice himself for the betterment of the wife. 

Is leadership also implied? It is, in the context of saving, loving, nourishing, and self-sacrificing. 

What does it mean for the wife to ὑποτάσσω and respect her husband (verse 33)? As stated in the 
previous lesson, it means that the wife is to recognize the roles and responsibilities of her husband and 
let him function in that role, following his lead in the responsibility given to Him. This submission is 
not based upon the husband, rather it is recognizing the role and responsibility that the husband has as 
he serves God by serving his wife with Jesus being the example. 

Observations: 

1. Responsibility does not mean superiority. 
2. This does not say that husbands are to bring their wives into submission; this is to the wives. 
3. The submission anticipates husbands doing what is right. 
4. The husband and the wife are one flesh and decisions are intended to be unanimous. 


