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Hebrew Mindset: 

Matthew is not written to Gentiles; Matthew is not written to the church; Matthew is written to Israel. The 
Sermon on the Mount is addressed to the people as Jews and to the nation as Israel to tell them how to avoid 
judgment and wrath and enjoy entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven when it is established on earth.  

It does not mean that we cannot learn from the principles therein, but Matthew is written concerning the 
economy of Law. When studying Matthew, we need to be careful not to take the truth given to the Nation 
and assume that the information is now directed to the church. 

Matthew 7:13-29 – Review 

In the “Sermon on the Mount” there are two contrasts – righteousness that God demands versus the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees. The second is akin to it, displaying righteousness before God or 
displaying righteousness before men.  

In this text, there is only one way to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven and avoid judgment. This is a 
kingdom message like those of the prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures.  

Throughout Scripture, the principle of “one-way” theology is clear. There are many examples in Scripture 
of “one-way” theology: escaping the tenth plague, worship in the tabernacle, etc. But this message is not 
about how to have eternal life. It is a message for Jews as individuals and Israel as the Nation on how to 
avoid judgment and enter into the Millennial Kingdom of the Messiah.  

Jesus then uses three examples to demonstrate that there is only one way.  

1. Two Paths 
2. Two Trees 
3. Two Foundations 

Jesus adds commentary in verses 21-23, which adds information to His point. 

Matthew 7:13-14 – Narrow and Wide Gates 

Those who entered this wide gate and followed this wide path of the scribes and the Pharisees would not 
enter the Kingdom but instead would be judged and excluded from life in the Kingdom.  

Matthew 7:15-20 – Trees and Fruit 

There are only two types of trees, good and bad. The trees represent prophets, proclaimers, teachers. A good 
prophet, proclaimer, or teacher will be known by their fruit. The fruit of a prophet is the message, the words 
they use. Israel was to evaluate the words of those claiming to be prophets and determine if what they say 
matches up with the known Word of God.  

Matthew 7:21-23 – Not Everyone  

This passage has been used, abused, misunderstood, and fought over. Here are some “common taters” and 
their views: 
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Craig Kenner - The miracles Jesus mentions are not necessarily false; it is possible to prophesy by the 
Spirit’s inspiration and yet be disobedient to God and unsaved. 

Ulrich Luz - All people will be judged on the basis of their works leads to a polemical principle: Not 
everyone who says, “Lord, Lord” will enter the kingdom of heaven. Matthew is thinking of the community 
of disciples: not all of its members will enter the kingdom of heaven. Although addressing the World Judge 
as “Lord” is theologically correct, nothing will be decided only on the basis of addressing Jesus correctly. In 
the last judgment only those will be saved with whom the Son of Man wants to have fellowship, and it will 
be based on their works. 

Deidre Richardson – According to Jesus in the verses above, these individuals believed they were saved and 
called Jesus “Lord,” but they did not live out their faith. We can understand that it’s not enough to say “I 
believe in Jesus”; we must also live in accordance with what we believe. There must be a trail of good 
works that characterize our lives in Christ. 

David Guzik – This warning of Jesus applies to people who speak or say things to Jesus or about Jesus, but 
don’t really mean it. Their mind is elsewhere, but they believe there is value in the bare words and fulfilling 
some kind of religious duty with no heart, no soul, not spirit – only bare words and passing thoughts. This 
warning of Jesus applies to people who say “Lord, Lord,” and yet their spiritual life has nothing to do with 
their daily life. They go to church, perhaps fulfill some daily religious duties, yet sin against God and man 
just as any other might.  

Justin Dillehay – “Let me offer two ways to maintain—and even build—assurance in the face of this 
frightening passage. 

1. Recognize What It Means to ‘Do the Father’s Will’ - a true Christian is someone who continually 
prays, “Father, forgive me my debts.” It’s the Pharisee who thanks God that he’s better than others. A 
true Christian prays, “God be merciful to me, a sinner.” 

2. Recognize the Primary ‘Knower’ Here - it’s not ultimately a question of whether we know him (as 
important as that is), but whether he knows us. Does he know you? Are you the kind of person Jesus is 
going to meet as an old friend on the last day? Is Jesus going to say “I know you went through a lot for 
my sake. You weren’t ashamed of me—and I want you to know I’m not ashamed of you either.” 

So, let’s examine ourselves and ask not only “Do I know Jesus?” but “Does Jesus know me?” Let’s live 
in such a way that he’ll not be ashamed to call us his brothers and sisters on that day. 

Bob Wilkins - People who call Jesus “Lord, Lord” and make their case for entering His kingdom based on 
their works were unbelievers. They had not done the will of the Father, which is believing in His Son for 
everlasting life. 

I have been highly influenced by Bob Wilkins and Zane Hodges. I have used their position when asked 
about this passage. 

Those who call Jesus Lord and do amazing works are not saved because their belief is wrong.  



Matthew Chapter 7 – Proper Evaluation 
Part 4 – 7:13-29 Evaluate Properly the False Message of Others 

Book	of	Matthew	–	030	 Beth	Haven	Church	 2022	 3	

If a person decides to take the “kingdom of heaven” as being saved, that person is depending upon 
their works and not upon the grace of God through Jesus Christ. I can demonstrate through other 
passages that the will of the Father is to believe in Jesus (John 6:28-29, 40).  

After starting from the beginning of Matthew, I have changed my mind about how to approach this 
passage. 

Observations – 

Interestingly, the word save (sōzō) does not appear anywhere in Matthew 5-7. 

What is the outcome of doing the will of the Father? Entering into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

This is not a question of eternal heaven, spiritual eternal life. This is about entering into the Kingdom of 
Heaven as a human when Jesus comes into His glory (Matthew 25:31-33). 

On that day, who will Jesus evaluate? Those who call Jesus Lord, those who do miracles, cast out 
demons, and prophesy in the name of Jesus. The context cannot be ignored. This is about the false 
prophets. This is not about false Christians.  

Why will they be not permitted to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven? Because they are “ones who work 
the lawlessness.” 

The word lawlessness is “ἀνομία anomia.” One who practices lawlessness does what is contrary to the 
Law, those who promote that which is against the Law. In the Tribulation, the man who sits upon the 
throne in Jerusalem is “the man of lawlessness” because he is the king who does what he wants and has 
no regard for God or any authority. 

In Matthew, lawlessness is attributed to those who oppose the Messiah and the truth, and to the 
Pharisees and scribes, the religious leaders of the Jews. They use the Law for their own personal 
wealth and power, who practice self-indulgence and robbery, who have the appearance of holiness 
but are full of dead men’s bones (13:41-42, 23:27-28). 

As we have seen in the Sermon on the Mount, those who do the will of God are those who understand 
what true behavioral righteousness is and perform their righteousness before God and not to impress 
men. It is performance that is based upon the Law and done with the correct mental attitude. 

Jesus’ declaration of “I never knew you” indicates that these people are not believers in Jesus as 
Messiah, but they are marked specifically by the fact they are lawless. 

As we have seen throughout our study of Matthew, if the Jews of that day would have believed in Jesus, 
then the Day of Lord would have come, and if they wanted to survive the 70th week of Daniel, they 
needed to have their behavioral righteousness be in alignment with God in accordance with His 
Covenant and the Law. 

Matthew 7:24-27 – Two Foundations  

What has Jesus’ main message been in chapters 5-7? The true understanding of the Mosaic Law.  
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Those who listen to His words and not only listen but do them are considered wise. The analogy is clear. 
Wise man/good foundation, unwise/weak foundation. 

The interesting part about this is that its strength is not revealed until trauma (wind, waves) challenges the 
foundation. This does not mean that the foundation cannot be trusted until a trial. But the difficulties reveal 
it so that it is obvious the foundation is weak.  

Timeless Truth: 

Keeping in mind that this was written to Israel, there are a few known truths that we can apply.  

1. We know that many charlatans use Christianity as means for self-propagation, money, and power. 
We can take solace in the fact that Jesus knows who are not true and He will deal with them 
appropriately. 

a. This is not a self-evaluation to see if we are truly saved. 
b. This is about God knowing who belongs to Him (2 Timothy 2:15-19). 

2. Foundations are a consistent theme in Scripture. We know that we must both have the only true 
foundation, which is Jesus Christ, and if we desire not to be overcome by the pressure of this life, we 
must likewise take in doctrine, understand what it says, believe it to be true, and live by His Word. If 
we do, then we can have joy and be content no matter what we face in this life. 


