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Hebrew Mindset: 

Matthew is not written to Gentiles; Matthew is not written to the church; Matthew is written to Israel. The 
Sermon on the Mount is addressed to the people as Jews and to the nation as Israel about how to avoid 
judgment and wrath and enjoy entrance into the kingdom of heaven when it is established on earth.  

It does not mean that we cannot learn from the principles, but Matthew is written concerning the economy 
of Law. When studying Matthew, we need to be careful not to take the truth given to the Nation and assume 
that the information is now directed to the church. 

Matthew 7:13-29 – Introduction 

In Jesus’ teaching while on the mount, we have an opportunity to understand what Jesus desired for the 
Nation of Israel. They, as a nation, were called to be righteous, to keep the covenant, and to follow the Law. 
However, the nation was not righteous, they had broken the covenant, and they had perverted the Law. 

Israel was called to repent (change their minds) and to return to the Lord. And there was only one way for 
Israel to do that – to change their minds about God, change their minds about the Law, change their minds 
about the covenant, repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

In contrast to what Jesus was teaching, there were Pharisees, Sadducees, and false prophets that claimed to 
have truth, but they did not teach what is found in the Scriptures.  

What Jesus is teaching is in opposition to the teachers in Israel; the religious and political leaders in Israel 
were the enemy of the people. Jesus’ words refuted their teaching and threatened their grip over Israel, both 
religiously and politically. 

In His concluding remarks in this section of Matthew (5-7), Jesus asserts His authority and tells them there 
is no other way to have Israel enter the kingdom except through Jesus and His words. 

The point of verses 13-14 must be taken in the context of Matthew 5-7, the audience, and the Law. If we 
begin to take this section (13-23) to mean how to go to heaven, to be reconciled to God, then it will 
contradict the simple good news of salvation by grace through faith offered to all people, not just the Jews. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, there are two contrasts: the righteousness that God demands versus the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees. The second is akin to it: displaying righteousness before God or 
displaying righteousness before men. In this text, there is only one way to enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
that is the point of this passage. This is a kingdom message like the prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures. They 
called the nation of Israel to believe in YHWH and obey His Law so they could enjoy blessing in the 
kingdom.  

The principle is clear, but the message is not what you think it is. The principle is that there is but one way, 
but the topic is not the one way for an individual to be reconciled to God. 

There is only one way to be reconciled to God, that is through Jesus Christ (John 14:6; Acts 4:12, 17:30-
31; Romans 3:21-26; Philippians 2:9-11). 
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Jesus then uses three examples to demonstrate that there is only one way:  

1. Two Paths 
2. Two Trees 
3. Two Foundations 

Jesus adds commentary in verses 21-23 which adds information to the point and emphasizes the lesson. 

Matthew 7:13-14 – Narrow and Wide Gates 

Entering through the narrow gate and not through the wide gate does not indicate a specific gate. Some 
relate this to Matthew 19:24 where there is a gate called the eye of the needle and was difficult to enter 
because it was the after-hours gate that was much smaller, and camels would have to crawl to get through.  

However, this is not stated, and the eye of the needle gate is not confirmed, though it does preach well. 
In Matthew, the narrow gate is one that few find.  

Matthew does not indicate that it is difficult, rather it is not easy to see or find. The word for find is the 
Greek word for “eureka”; it is a discovery that is not obvious. 

Luke 13:24 – This similar passage indicates that Jesus tells them to strive to enter; many will seek but 
not be able to enter because, once the door is closed, it will not be opened. Even though this is similar, it 
is not the same lesson. This lesson is that the opportunity is for a limited time and Jesus is encouraging 
the nation to enter before the cut-off time. Later in the timeline, Jesus tells Israel that they are not worthy 
of the kingdom, and it will be given to a different generation.     

In verses 13-14, we need to ask a few questions: 

• What is destruction? 
• What is life? 

The wide, easy gate, the one that everyone is using, leads to destruction. Destruction is “ἀπώλεια apōleia,” 
and the word group is “ὄλεθρος olethros” and is used 21 times in Matthew (2:13, 5:29-30, 8:25, 12:14, 
26:52). Matthew uses this word group to mean physical destruction, loss, or death. There is no reference in 
Matthew that indicates this is spiritual death. 

Life is “ζωή zōē,” and the word group is “ζάω zaō,” used 13 times in Matthew (9:18, 18:6-9). 

The confusion comes in where Matthew uses eternal life. 

• Matthew 19:16-23 – eternal life is equated to entering the kingdom of God 
• Matthew 19:27-30 – eternal life is equated to life in the kingdom 
• Matthew 25:34, 46 – This is at the second coming of Jesus; He will judge the nations. Only those 

who do His will and support Israel will inherit the kingdom; this is equated to eternal life. 

Since life is entering or inheriting the kingdom of heaven, then destruction is the judgment that precedes the 
kingdom. Those who entered this wide gate and followed this wide path of the scribes and the Pharisees 
would not enter the kingdom but instead would be judged and excluded from life in the kingdom.  
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Matthew 7:15-20 – Trees and Fruit 

Continuing with the “one-way” theology, God’s way or the wrong way, Jesus moves to an illustration of 
trees and fruit. 

There are only two types of trees, good and bad. Whom do the trees represent? Prophets, proclaimers, and 
teachers. A good prophet, proclaimer, or teacher will be known by his fruit because it is not possible to tell 
if the tree is good. Therefore, Israelis are to be fruit inspectors.    

What is the typical understanding of this section? It’s that if we inspect people’s lives, then their words will 
provide the necessary evidence of whether they are true believers or false believers. This is a typical 
theological interpretation. But if we read and observe this, it is not what the passage is saying. 

Does it say that fruit refers to works in this passage? Does it say to evaluate would-be believers? 

This is about false prophets, their bad fruit, and how to recognize them.  

What makes a prophet good or bad? Their words, their message (Matthew 12:33-37). 

We are not called to evaluate works to determine someone’s position before God. Israel was to evaluate 
the words of those claiming to be prophets and determine if what they say matches up with the Word of 
God.  

If a person was a false prophet in Israel, what was the lawful response? Death, destruction.  

Conclusion: 

Israel had their King right in from of them. During this time in His life, He was recognized by those who 
believe as the King of Israel, but Jesus is functioning as the Prophet. As the Prophet, Jesus was proclaiming 
truth and contrasting that with the false teachers of Israel. For them to come into alignment with their God, 
they needed to heed only one voice, the voice of truth, and receive their Messiah. 

Timeless Truth: 

As we already stated, there is only one way to our spiritual redemption. It is through Jesus Christ. Those 
who use the narrow road passage to teach this truth are missing the point of the passage and that will lead to 
other issues in Matthew. 

We know that there is only one way into redemption. We know that it is in Jesus. This means that other 
“ways” to heaven are not valid, regardless of one’s sincerity. All other religions are man-made and lead to 
eternal judgment. 

This also means that belief in Jesus must include understanding and believing His promise. For us, that 
promise is that we are saved by grace through faith without works. Adding works to it means that we are 
saying there are multiple ways to eternity other than through Jesus Christ alone. 


