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Hebrew Mindset: 

Matthew is not written to Gentiles, although they will be addressed in the book. The Sermon on the Mount 
is addressed to the Jewish people and to the nation of Israel so that they could avoid judgment and wrath and 
enjoy entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven when it is established on earth. Matthew is written concerning 
the economy of Law. The Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven was the culmination of the Hebrew Scriptures 
with the covenant given to Israel as a nation. They were to keep the covenant and follow the Law to enjoy 
the benefits of being the Nation of God. 

Matthew 7:6 – Be Careful with Your Message 

Verses 6 is a well-known verse that rings like a proverb and has a very consistent explanation. 

During this time in Israel, dogs were generally wild and were not typically domesticated. They 
were half-starved scavengers and were feared by the people. Pigs were unclean and, since eating 
them was prohibited, some during that time used pigs as a garbage disposal.  

Therefore, the disciples were not to give their message to people who were dogs and pigs; 
otherwise, they would be neither successful nor safe. If they were to give the gospel of the 
kingdom to those who were unwilling to hear it, they would be persecuted. 

Questions: Who are the dogs? Who are the pigs? What is considered holy? What are pearls?  

Dogs are used as a picture of enemies (Psalm 22:16-20). Dogs are those who take advantage of 
position and power (Isaiah 56:10-12). 

Holy and pearls – In context, these are most likely the truth of God in the Kingdom message. 

Matthew 10:5-18, 21-23 

The assignment of the disciples, the Twelve specifically, was to be very discerning about who 
they dealt with. Their road was dangerous and there were some who would fight against the 
message of the Kingdom. For the disciples who were going to towns in Israel preparing them for 
the Messiah, they needed to speak to those who were receptive and move on from those who did 
not receive the message. 

During the Apostolic Era, Paul, at times, had to move on from those who dismissed and acted 
evil against the message of Jesus Christ (Acts 13:44-46, 19:8-9). In a less direct cross reference, 
Paul told the Philippian saints to be careful while in the world (Philippians 3:2-3, 18-19). 

Are we to determine who are dogs and pigs? We are not the judges, and we are not the apostles. 
We must be very careful about how we take a principle like this and apply it to ourselves and to 
the church in general. It is not incorrect to apply the principle and to discontinue engaging those 
who refuse the truth and especially with those who speak evil of Jesus. 

However, I do not consider it a violation of godly instruction for a believer in this dispensation to 
continue to engage with unbelievers.  
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Matthew 7:7-12 – God’s Faithfulness, the Reason for the Golden Rule 

Have you ever asked for something and it was not given? Have you ever sought for something and it was 
not found? Have you ever knocked on a door and it was not opened?  

What is the problem? Matthew is not written to Gentiles or the church. The Sermon on the Mount is 
addressed to the Jewish people and to the nation as Israel as a whole. 

The basic reason that this passage is claimed and not effective is that it is taken out of context. 

The apostles were the representatives of Jesus. Israel was to be God’s representative to all the nations. As 
directly commissioned representatives by God or Jesus, they were promised provisions and benefits while 
they worked for God. If the nation kept the covenant, God would give them everything they needed for life 
and safety. 

Ask – “αἰτέω aiteō” This word is used many times in reference to the apostles 

Matthew 18:19, 21:20-22; John 14:8-14, 15:7, 14-16, 16:23-27 

The word knock is not used in any other meaningful reference. Seek is used just one other time of 
significance. Ask, however, is used many times, as we have seen.  

God’s response to this ask, seek, knock is all in the future indicative (promise of God) 

Verses 9-11 emphasize both the promises of the Father and that this is directed to Israel (specifically the 
disciples) under the Law and covenant of Israel. This is a Father/Son concept and in reflection of the 
covenants, the Law, and the promises. 

In verse 12, we have what is called the Golden Rule, but the first word in the Greek is “οὖν oun” therefore, 
an inferential particle. What was stated previously influences (gives reason for) what comes next. 

The reason that they should treat others the way they wanted to be treated is because of the faithfulness 
of God. Since God treats them better than they treat God, they should treat their brethren in a good and 
loving manner. 

For this is the Law and the Prophets – Matthew 22:35-40   

Conclusion: 

The promises made to Israel and those Jesus is making to His disciples are vital to their success as they 
carry out the mission of God. The disciples will travel throughout Israel, then through Samaria, then the 
uttermost parts of the world. They needed the provisions and protection of God to survive. 

Timeless Truth: 

Should we ask of God? What should we expect? Ephesians 3:20; Colossians 3:1; James 1:5-6, 4:2-3; 1 Peter 
3:11; 1 John 3:22, 5:14-15 – What God wants us to ask for has to do with things that are according to His 
will. There are no promises associated with physical provisions for believers in the economy of grace; that is 
the responsibility of the church for fellow believers. 


