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THE CHILDHOOD OF JESUS 

The early life of Jesus is recorded in Matthew and Luke. There is not much written, but it does give some 
information that is necessary to complete a Christology. 

Taking the information from both, we can see a progression from birth to twelve years old. 

Last lesson we reviewed the account from Luke. Synopsis of events: 

1. Jesus is born 
2. Jesus is named and circumcised – 8 days old 
3. Jesus is presented in the temple; sacrifices are made for both Jesus and Mary – At least 33 days old 
4. Joseph, Mary, and Jesus return to Nazareth – After these things 
5. Joseph, Mary, and Jesus return annually to Jerusalem for Passover (5-11 years old?) 
6. Jesus stays behind during one of these Passover trips ministering in the temple (12 years old) 

It is important to remember the difference between Luke and Matthew. 

Luke is an account of events of Jesus’ life as recorded chronologically. The purpose was to demonstrate 
the reality of Jesus’ life with history and accounts from various witnesses. 

Matthew is designed specifically to demonstrate to the Jews that Jesus is the promised Messiah from the 
Hebrew Scriptures as prophesied by Moses and the Prophets.  

In Matthew, Jesus’ childhood begins with the magi. We asked in the last lesson, when did the magi account 
occur? We noted it had to be after the presentation in the Temple, therefore, at least a month after Jesus was 
born.  

The word for Magi is “μάγος magos” this word is only used here and in Acts 13 but is unrelated.  The word 
is used twice in the Septuagint in Daniel 2; the best understanding is astrologer.   

In Daniel 2, we have Nebuchadnezzar threatening to kill all the magicians, conjurers, sorcerers, and 
astrologers. No one could do what the king wanted, and as a result, all were going to die.  

Daniel 2:24-28, 46-49, 4:9, 5:11, 6:1-2, 28 

This information is not just to say that God was involved in the lives of Daniel and his friends. This also 
indicates the grace of God for the Babylonians. Nebuchadnezzar, Darius, Cyrus, and the cohort of wise men 
in Babylon were all impacted by the God of Israel and they all honored Daniel.  

As the leader of the wise men in Babylon, Daniel probably began a generational understanding of the 
prophecies of the Messiah. 

We do not have an account of the impact that Daniel had upon these magi, but it only makes sense that it 
was because of Daniel that these magi came looking to honor the Messiah Prince born King of the Jews.  

We do not know what they knew or if they had any of the other Hebrew Scriptures, but they apparently 
did not know many of the specific prophecies concerning the Messiah.  Therefore, they went to Herod. 

The star of the King of Israel is a mystery as to what it was and why they recognized the sign as one 
being for the birth of the Messiah.  
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I believe the magi are Gentile believers, and they came because of Daniel’s teaching and prophecy. They 
were Gentiles who were both looking for and responsive to the birth of the Messiah while all of Israel 
were not. This is the point of the testimony of the magi. 

Read Matthew 2:1-12  

Herod and all of Jerusalem were troubled by this appearance of the magi. This word for troubled is the 
same word used to describe the emotion the disciples had when they saw Jesus walking on the water 
thinking he was a ghost. This word is used to mean emotionally distressed because of confusion. 

Then all the scribes and chief priests conspired with Herod to discover the location of Messiah’s birth, 
but none go with the magi to see the Messiah.  So, they have the timing and location, but none seek a 
potential birth of the promised Messiah Prince. 

Read Matthew 2:13-18 

Herod’s jealousy drives him to slaughter the infant males, initiating the fulfillment of two prophecies. 
The one we are paying attention to is concerning Jesus coming out of Egypt. 

Matthew 2:19-23  

Herod died, and Jesus with His family returned to Israel to Joseph’s hometown of Nazareth. This is an 
interesting prophecy because it never says in the Hebrew Scriptures that He will be from Nazareth.  
What it does say is that He will be despised (Psalm 22:6; Isaiah 49:7, 53:3).  Nazareth of Galilee was a 
despised portion of Israel (John 1:44-46, 7:52). 

The historical nature of this section is clear to the original audience of Matthew. Everyone would have 
known the history of Herod; they would have heard about the magi; they would have heard about the 
rumor of the King of Israel being born 40-50 years ago. They would have known about the cruelty, 
unreasonable, murderous act of killing babies, and evil of Herod. Now they the readers will have the 
context of what they already know: 

1. Jesus born  
2. Jesus was circumcised eight days later 
3. Jesus is presented in the temple; sacrifices are made for both Jesus and Mary – At least 33 days old 
4. Visit of the magi? 
5. Refuge to Egypt (1-4 years old) 
6. Return to Nazareth (3-5 years old) 
7. Joseph, Mary, and Jesus return annually to Jerusalem for Passover (5-11 years old) 
8. Jesus stays behind during one of these Passover trips ministering in the temple (12 years old) 

CONCLUSION 

Christology is the study of the Messiah. The incarnation is the study of the Christ being in the flesh. As with 
the preincarnate studies and birth of Jesus, the early life of Jesus provides additional details about Jesus as 
the promised One of God, the Messiah, in the flesh. These details provide us with valuable information 
about the provisions of the Father for His Son and the faithfulness of Joseph and Mary as they were the 
caretakers of the Christ until His adulthood. 


