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Review Matthew 5-6: 

When interpreting the Sermon on the Mount, nothing changes in our philosophy of biblical understanding; 
we still interpret utilizing the Literal (Normative), Grammatical, Historical (Cultural) Method. This simply 
permits the text to speak for itself and limits our input into the Bible. 

We have and will continue to look at words with their proper definitions and challenge allegorical 
approaches. For example, what does the word “judge” mean in Matthew 7:1? 

The primary key to understanding Matthew is to remember the historical context and the audience to 
whom it was originally written. Based upon this evaluation, we have concluded that this section 
(Matthew 5-7) has a very specific lesson, principle, and direct application. This is to Israel concerning 
the coming Kingdom. 

Properly Explained Law View: Jesus is not establishing a new understanding of the Law, rather Jesus is 
properly explaining the Law to people who have altered the true understanding of the Torah. 

This is the message of the King to the Kingdom of Israel explaining their constitution and godly 
requirements so that they can prepare themselves to be a restored people.  

Based upon the context of Matthew, Jesus is addressing Israel about the promise of their restoration and 
the hope of the Messiah King. These are lessons to Israel intended to correct their understanding of the 
Law and to get prepared for the Kingdom of Heaven (Millennial Reign). 

Some questions are difficult, and we will answer questions as the text can answer. But we need to first 
determine what Jesus is teaching those people at that time. 

Afterward, we can carefully take principles from the text. We can always learn and understand what 
God’s desired character is. 

In Chapter 5, Jesus gave the proper understanding of the Law. He explains the Law in contrast to the 
Pharisees. In Chapter 6, Jesus tells them how to properly display their righteousness with the primary focus 
on how to serve God rather than seek approval from men. 

In Chapter 6, we began the “Proper” section 

1. Proper giving 
2. Proper prayer 
3. Forgiveness of others 
4. Proper fasting 
5. Proper focus/master 

In Matthew 6:25-34, we have a section that can be categorized with Chapter 7.  

6. Proper Evaluation 
a. Matthew 6:25-34 – Evaluate God properly in how He will care for His people 
b. Matthew 7:1-5 – Evaluate yourself properly and how you evaluate others 
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c. Matthew 7:6 – Evaluate properly where you spend your time in proclaiming the Kingdom 
d. Matthew 7:7-12 – Evaluate properly God’s promises to His people 
e. Matthew 7:13-23 – Evaluate properly the false message of others 
f. Matthew 7:24-27 – Evaluate properly your foundation 

Hebrew Mindset: 

Matthew is not written to Gentiles, although they will be addressed in the book. The Sermon on the Mount 
is addressed to individual Jews and to the nation of Israel as a whole so that they can avoid judgment and 
wrath and enjoy entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven when it is established on earth. Matthew is written 
concerning the economy of Law. The Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven was the culmination of the Hebrew 
Scriptures with the covenant given to Israel as a nation. They were to keep the Covenant and follow the Law 
to be able to enjoy the benefits of being the Nation of God. 

Matthew 7:1-5 – Self Awareness and Judging 

In this section, Jesus begins with one of the most iconic and remembered statements in the Bible, “Judge not 
that ye be not judged.” Everyone quotes this in the King James Version. Usually, this is stated after doing 
something stupid or when being called out for something that is seen as sinful. 

First, let’s look at the literal translation. 

Stop judging so that you would not be judged. Because in the judgment you judge, you will be 
judged and in the metric of measurement it will be measured to you. Why do you analyze the 
speck the one in the eye of your brother, but you do not notice the beam that is in your eye? Or 
how can you say to your brother “let me discard out the speck out of your eye” and look the 
beam in your eye? Pretender, first discard out of your eye the beam and then you will see clearly 
to discard out the speck out of the eye of your brother. 

I find verse 2 to be fascinating (pic). You have the same word used three times in a row (noun, verb, verb) 
twice in this verse. The word way in verse 2 is the noun form of the verb judge in verses 1 and 2. Likewise, 
the word standard is the noun form of the verb measure. 

If we were to not review the words and just take this at face value, what would verses 1-5 be teaching? 
There is obviously an injunction (a negative particle with an imperative verb).  

Then there is a “hina” clause—so that you would not be judged. The purpose of the injunction is to 
avoid judgment. 

Without the rest of the passage, this verse is would mean that they would not be able to distinguish 
anything. If someone came into Israel telling them to follow Baal, who are they to say no? To call the 
worshippers of Baal false is judging. How can Jesus in one phrase tell them not to judge but then say in 
John 7:24, “Do not judge by the outward appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.”?  

It is because of two things. First, we take this injunction out of context. Second, we do not know what it 
means not to judge. 
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Judge is the word “κρίνω krinō.” This is a main verb, but there are many cognates of the word found in 
Scripture. Even the word “hypokritēs” comes from this word. As you can see, all the cognates have this 
idea of distinguishing. Judge, answer, condemn all have the thought of discerning and then coming to a 
conclusion.  

The word “κρίνω krinō” is defined as to judge, but the more precise meaning is based upon its context. 

Luke 7:40-43 – What is the meaning of judge in this section? Evaluate, discern. 

Matthew 19:28 – Same question. Rule over, decide between parties. 

Romans 14:5 – What word is “κρίνω krinō” and what does it mean? To distinguish as better. 

Acts 13:26-28 – Here, the use of judging is clear. They translated this condemning. 

Acts 23:6 – Where is “κρίνω krinō?” It is translated on trial. 

What is “κρίνω krinō” in the context of Matthew 7? 

This is about condemnation. They are determining fault and pronouncing sentence. The parallel to 
this passage is found in Luke 6:37. 

Verse 2 gives us a fuller understanding. The manner and measurement (the means of judgment) that 
you use, will be used against you.  

The Pharisees are imposing self-made rules on the people. The Pharisees made themselves out to be 
God by creating their own standards through false interpretation and application of the Torah. The 
people, in turn, use those rules to condemn each other. 

Jesus is giving His disciples a better understanding of how to deal with one another. The basis for 
judgment needs to be the objective truth provided by God. 

Jesus then provides an example to further explain what He means in verse 1. People cannot help 
others if they have not dealt with their own inadequacies. The fact that both the speck and the beam 
are of the same nature indicates they are the same problem; the one who is being addressed is the 
one who has the larger issue. 

What is the issue? This is left undefined, but the principle remains the same.  

We call this a projection. People tend to see the faults in others that are typical for them. It is also 
typical for people to condemn, scorn, or even try to help those who have the same problem 
themselves. Instead of dealing with our own problems, we like to deal with other people who have 
the same problem. 

What turn of phrase does this relate to? I am going to help you deal with a problem that I myself 
have not dealt with! This is “the blind leading the blind.” 
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Turn back to Luke 6:35-42 – Notice that the content is nearly identical except for some movement and 
some added information. Remember both Matthew and Luke are taking snapshots of Jesus’s lessons; 
these are taught multiple times in various places. The content needs to be seen as a whole. 

The principle is “be merciful” and is in opposition to condemning; it is akin to a pardon.  

“The blind leading the blind” is used in the account and speaks directly to the speck/beam scenario.  

In the middle of this admonishment, Jesus states verse 40, “A pupil is not above his teacher; but 
everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher.”  

What does this have to do with the blind leading the blind or the speck/beam example? 

Jesus does not tell them not to help their brother, but they need to first be taught in order to help. 
Once the apostles are trained, they can and do judge based on the truth and condemn others for 
their behavior. 

Acts 4:19, 13:46, 23:3, 24:25; 1 Corinthians 5:9-6:7  

Conclusion: 

What judgment were the Jews, under the Law, in danger of if they did not show mercy or have their 
judgments be based upon the truth of God and His word? To Israel, at the end of the Great Tribulation, God 
will judge His people.  

It is hard to know how God determines their position in the Kingdom or if they get in at all (or if the 
judgment is before the return of Christ). James writes considering the Kingdom (James 2:8-13) 
“judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy.” 

Israel’s distinguishing characteristics are found in Micah 6:8 (justice and mercy). Israel, at the time of 
Jesus, was about personal justice, but mercy was far from them (Matthew 23:23). This, coupled with 
their rejection of Jesus the Messiah, caused them to fall into judgment from the Father. 

Timeless Truth: 

Are we to judge? Yes. We are to distinguish truth; we are to hold each other accountable for doctrinal error 
and help each other deal with moral failings.  

We are not to condemn; that is God's responsibility. Furthermore, there is no condemnation to those who are 
in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1). 

Being in the world and not of it, we are to speak of God’s judgment and even warn unbelievers of the 
coming judgment. But that judgment is not because of their sin, it is because of their unbelief (John 3:16-
18). 


