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THE CHILDHOOD OF JESUS 

The early life of Jesus is recorded in Matthew and Luke; it’s not much, but it does give some information 
that is necessary to complete a Christology. 

Taking the information from both, we can see a progression from birth to twelve years old. 

We begin in Luke 2:21 – Eight days after His birth, Jesus was circumcised and named in accordance with 
the will of God as communicated by a messenger from God (Luke 1:31; Matthew 1:21). 

In Scripture, circumcision is not a cultural act and not done for medicinal benefits, rather it is both a sign 
of the covenant and a command under the Law of Moses. We need to remember first that Jesus was born 
under the Law (Galatians 4:4-5). Therefore, for Jesus to have no sin, even as a newborn, the Law of 
Moses needed to be followed. That is a theme that we will see stated clearly in Luke. 

Circumcision was part of the covenant and was mandated under the Law. There is a distinction between 
each. First, in the covenant, YHWH tells Abraham in Genesis that every male must be circumcised to 
partake in the blessing of the covenant (Genesis 17:9-14). This is over 400 years before the Law 
(Galatians 3:15-18). 

Under the Law, there are also specific instructions about when to circumcise (Leviticus 12:3). 

It is also interesting to note that, while in Egypt, they did not circumcise (they circumcised when they 
came out), and they did not circumcise the youth as they traveled in the wilderness (Joshua 5:2-5). They 
needed to ensure circumcision was done in order to participate with the blessing of the Abrahamic 
Covenant, and while in the land, they were to honor the convent by circumcising the eighth day. 

As instructed in both the covenant and the Law, Jesus was circumcised in Israel on the eighth day. 

Next, Jesus is presented in Jerusalem to the Lord (Luke 2:22-24). 

In the passage, we see that Mary and Joseph were keeping the Law in sacrificing to YHWH for the 
firstborn male. The word holy means set apart. This does not indicate that every firstborn male is a 
prophet, a priest, or is justified before God due to their birth order. This simply means that there must be 
recognition of God’s blessing and as a memorial of the Exodus. Recognition is done through sacrifice. 

Exodus 13:1-2, 11-16 – This was a perpetual ordinance for Israel and must be followed for the people to 
be doing what is right. For the offering, the requirement is a lamb for both men and beasts of burden. 

This ordinance is explained further in Leviticus 12:1-4, 6-8. If the cost of a lamb was too expensive for 
the family, God has provisions to bring two turtle doves for sacrifice. The sacrifices made in Jerusalem 
for both Jesus and Mary satisfy the Law of Moses for both the firstborn and the mother. 

Timing – Jesus was circumcised and named eight days after His birth. After thirty-three days, Joseph and 
Mary went to Jerusalem to follow through with the laws and ordinances with the birth of Jesus.  

Notice that the text implies that Joseph and Mary could not afford the lamb sacrifice. This is a clue that 
demonstrates that the Magi did not come before Jesus was presented in the temple. If Joseph and Mary 
had the gold given them, it would have been sufficient to pay for the lamb sacrifice. 
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It is possible that the magi, came soon after the temple visit while they were still in Bethlehem. But it 
must have been after this 33-day interval. I have come to reject the evidence that the word “paidion” 
indicates a child older than 2 years because that word is used in Luke 2:17 and 2:27.  

Back to Luke, we see Jesus being present in the temple and there were two strange encounters. 

Luke 3:25-35 – Simeon was a devout man who was looking for the consolation of Israel. This is in 
reference to the Messiah as the Savior of the world but especially of Israel. 

There is an ample number of statements that indicate that Simon was in tune with God and the Holy 
Spirit and was told that he would see the Messiah prior to his death. 

The Holy Spirit directs Simeon into the temple and, when Simeon saw Jesus, he held Him in his 
arms, eulogized God in verses 29-32, and prophesied about Jesus and Mary.  

The eulogy praises God for keeping His word and looks to the fact of Jesus as a Light to the Gentiles 
and glory for Israel. 

The prophecy is very interesting. In short, the Child Jesus will reveal the problems in Israel, and 
there would be turmoil among the people and religious leaders during the life of Jesus. 

Simeon let Mary know that Jesus would be pierced through, and so it would also pierce her (John 
19:25-27). We often forget about Mary in regard to watching her Son pay for the sins of the world. 

Luke 2:36-38 – She was very old, but her ears worked just fine. She heard Simeon speak and also began 
to praise God, and she perpetually spoke of the redemption that she had just seen. 

Her proclamation is about the Messiah in reflection to the Scriptures. 

Some implications from these two: 

They were devout and dedicated to the promises of God. 

They were looking for the Messiah as a child. 

They had the timing down (remember the timing prophecies from Daniel). 

They spoke of the truth in Jerusalem to all who would hear (how many would hear?). 

Luke 2:39-40 – Luke concludes the infancy of Jesus with a return to Nazareth. Jesus continued to grow and 
become strong. This seems to relate to His mental development. 

Is this before or after the magi and the flight to Egypt? Unknown. Both are possible. We know that is 
where they end up for His adolescence, but did they go there immediately after the 30 days and the magi 
go to Nazareth, or did they return to Bethlehem and it takes a few years before going back to Nazareth? 

As Jesus grew physically, He grew in awareness and knowledge and wisdom. 

Luke includes an account of when Jesus was 12 years old to accentuate the wisdom of the boy Jesus Christ. 

Luke 2:41-52 – Two points. His parents remained devout in the Law. Next, Jesus was aware of His 
nature and responsibility…without compromising the authority of His parents. Jesus was sinless, even in 
His youth, following the Law in respect of His Father as well as Joseph and Mary. 


