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THE BIRTH OF THE SON 

Harmony of the account of Jesus’ birth – Matthew 1:18–25; Luke 1:26–38; Luke 2:1-20 

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a 
virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David; and the maiden’s name was Mary. And 
the angel came to her and said, “Hail, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 

But she was greatly troubled at the saying and wondered what such a greeting could mean. 

“Do not be afraid, Mary,” said the angel, “for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you are to call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David; he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

“How can this be,” said Mary, “since I am a virgin?” 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,” said the angel, “and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. Therefore, the Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God. Behold, your kinswoman 
Elisabeth has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. For with God nothing will be impossible.” 

And Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 

And the angel departed from her. 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened in this way. After his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together, she was found with child by the Holy Spirit. And Joseph her husband, being a 
righteous man, and yet unwilling to make her a public example, planned to divorce her privately. 

But while he was considering the matter, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the 
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 

Now all this took place to fulfill the word of the Lord through the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel—which means ‘God with us.’” 

And Joseph rose from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him, and took to him his 
wife, but was not intimate with her until she had borne a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

Now it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that a census should be 
taken of all the world. This was the first census, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be 
registered, each to his own city. And because he was of the house and lineage of David, Joseph went up 
from Galilee and the city of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, to be 
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registered with Mary, his espoused wife, who was with child. And it came to pass that, while they were 
there, the time came for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. And, lo! an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them, 
and they were much afraid. And the angel said to them, “Fear not; for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy which shall be to all people. For to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men receiving God’s good intentions.” 

And it came to pass when the angels had departed from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to 
another, “Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 

And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they 
saw it, they made known the things which had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it 
wondered at the things the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in 
her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and 
seen, just as it had been told them. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE INAUGURATION OF THE INCARNATION (BIRTH) 

The incarnation is the biblical doctrine that Jesus Christ is the eternal Second Person of the Tri-unity, 
who has taken for Himself complete humanity by being born of Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The overshadowing in Luke 1:35 is the same Greek word as in Exodus 40:29. The implication is that the 
Shekinah settled upon Mary in the conception of Jesus, and He is the physical representation of the Father. 

John 1:14-18, 14:6-10; Colossians 1:19  

If God were to become man, become flesh, how would this be accomplished? 

We have seen in the Hebrew Scriptures that God can manifest Himself in various forms and various ways. 
The Son specifically was on Earth with both men and women and speaking to people face-to-face. Jesus, 
before His incarnation, involved Himself in the affairs of mankind (generally) and of particular people 
(specifically). 

Couldn’t God have manifested Himself in the form of man, spent time in Israel, and then die for sins 
without being born? No! Notwithstanding the prophecies of the Messiah being born (Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 
7:14-15, 9:6-7), to die for man as an effective substitute, the Messiah needed to be a man.  
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Jesus pre-incarnate was immaterial with a spiritual body that He would present to various people. To 
become flesh, Jesus needed to possess a distinct human body with all the characteristics of human flesh. 

Jesus did not indwell a body; the body of the Savior is uniquely His. It was conceived of the Holy Spirit 
but still had typical cells, DNA, flesh, blood, and bone of a human that was initiated in the creation of 
Adam in Genesis. 

Because of the necessity of the Son to become flesh and remain one of the Tri-Unity, Jesus Christ could 
not have a human father. But if there was no mother and no father, there is no reality to His humanity. 

Could God have set up His throne in His Kingdom without the incarnation? No!  

The promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and David necessitate a traceable lineage from the forefathers to 
the Messiah so that the claim to the throne can be validated as God prescribed. 

In Matthew 1:1-17, we have Jesus’ genealogy from Joseph’s line. Joseph adopts Jesus, and thus Jesus 
comes into the inheritance of the throne. But there is also a claim to the throne in Luke 3:23-38, the line 
of David through Nathan to Mary, tracing that lineage to the Messianic line as the Son of God. 

Paul reiterates this linage as both Jesus' humanity and deity are on display in Romans 1:1-4. 

The birth of Jesus is not the incarnation; it is the inauguration of the incarnation. This process lasted for 10 
months (conception through birth). At the moment of conception, Jesus became “in carne.” At His birth, the 
reality of the incarnation was evident. 

His birth was announced by heavenly angels with the armies of heaven and witnessed by shepherds. 

Although the Scripture is clear on Jesus becoming “in carne,” the history of the church has had its battles. 
The problem is with men, not with Scripture. 

Theology is not a process of the mind in consideration of Scripture. Theology is the process of taking 
Scripture and categorizing it into themes or topics. 

The reason people depart from the clear plain teaching of the text is that their mental reasoning gets in 
the way. 

Docetism and the docetic heresy became prominent in the early second century. This heresy states that 
Jesus did not take a physical body and only appeared to live in a physical body. Why did they conclude 
this? Because they could not conceive in their minds that God could or would come “in carne.” 

The famous council (although there were probably others) that addressed the question of Jesus as human 
is the Council of Constantinople (which is now Istanbul for all you “They Might Be Giants” fans). 
Although many councils confirmed some of these basic doctrines, the truth of the matter is clear from 
Scripture. As long as Scripture is the authority and not man, the truth that Jesus is fully God and fully 
man is not debatable.  

The biblical answer is clear. The nature of Jesus as God and Jesus as human is not up for debate. The 
Bible clearly teaches that Jesus is God, the creator God of Genesis. The Bible also clearly teaches that 
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Jesus is a man, born of a woman as a baby and grew to be a man. He is also God. How can both be true? 
Because this is not a contradiction; it is a paradox. 

THEOLOGICAL IMPACT 

A review of the inauguration of the incarnation of the Son (the birth of Jesus Christ) should leave us in awe. 
This is the God of creation. He has both the insight and the unmatched love for each of us that He planned 
and carried out His desire to come “in carne” to demonstrate who the Father is and to pay for our failures. 

We get tied up in the pomp, the decorations, the traditions, and the image of Jesus in a manger. We all enjoy 
it; we sing not-so-theologically correct Christmas songs. All that is fine as long as we remember the truth 
behind it all. 

The conception and birth of Jesus Christ is the beginning of the culmination of the promises of the Messiah. 
The birth of Jesus is lesson number one of the incarnation; it is because of the incarnation that we are here 
today. It is because of the promises of Jesus Christ that we will be alive forevermore. 

Do you Believe in Jesus? 

1. Who is Jesus? 

2. What did He do? 

3. What does He promise? 

This Christmas, let us ponder the wonder of the Son “in carne.” 

 


