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REVIEW 

A reminder of our outline – The chronological study of Jesus Christ. 

I. Pre-incarnate Son 
a. Pre-Creation 
b. In Creation 
c. Christophanies 
d. The Angel of the Lord 

What we have established so far: 
1. Jesus is eternal 
2. Jesus is deity, YHWH of the Hebrew Text 
3. God exists in a Tri-Unity, Jesus is the second of that Tri-Unity 
4. The Son has shown Himself to various people at various times (Christophanies) prior to His birth 

INITIAL CONCEPTS  

Incarnation - The word is taken from the Latin “in carne.”  In 1 John 4:2, the Latin Vulgate reads “in hoc 
cognoscitur Spiritus Dei omnis spiritus qui confitetur Iesum Christum in carne venisse ex Deo est.” 

Jesus is referred to as “in carne” in the Latin Vulgate four times, but there are other passages in the New 
Testament that speak to Jesus being or coming in the flesh. 

The incarnation is spoken of as truth and valid doctrine: John 1:14; Romans 1:1-4; 1 Timothy 3:16.  

The incarnation has significant theological implications: Hebrews 5:7-10, 10:19-23; 1 Peter 3:17-18. 

The incarnation motivates the believer to resist sin and live for God: 1 Peter 4:1-2. 

Those who deny that Jesus Christ came in the flesh are teaching extreme heresy: 1 John 4:1-3; 2 John 1:7-9 

The purpose for the incarnation is not a mystery: Romans 8:3; Galatians 4:4-5; Hebrews 2:14-18 

The incarnation does not end with the death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ. Although 
Jesus is glorified and His resurrection body is of a spiritual nature, He is still “in carne:” Luke 24:39-43; 
Acts 2:29-33a. 

The full theological meaning behind incarnation is that the eternal God, Creator of all creation, YHWH in the 
Hebrew Scriptures, in the nature of the Son entered His creation as man, as human flesh. The Son entered a 
unique existence in which the experiences that belong to human beings would also become His. 

The reason for these experiences was not for His benefit—He had nothing to learn—but so that we can 
understand that God, Jesus Christ, sympathizes with our weakness yet without sin. Jesus limited Himself, 
emptied Himself so that He could live a life of weakness and sorrows and die as a man for our benefit 
(Hebrews 13:8). Anything that is thought of as a change in Jesus Christ is God permitting us to see Him 
differently so that we understand Him better and can explain His truth and His nature more clearly. 
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As stated previously, we cannot emphasize the incarnation at the expense of understanding His deity. The 
humanity of Christ being “in carne” does not limit Him from being God. His glory is limited, and Jesus 
chooses not to function as God while on Earth or use His godly attributes to serve His flesh. Now that He is 
glorified having been raised from the dead, we magnify Jesus Christ even while being “in carne.” 

What do we say to this? Will the study of Jesus Christ incarnate satisfy all our questions? The Word of God 
expresses what we need to know and understand. This may or may not coincide with our questions. The 
information that is provided will keep us busy for a lifetime. As L.S. Chafer stated, “No human mind can ever 
grasp the significance of the occurrence and consequence of the incarnation.” 

METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY OF INCARNATION 

II. Christ Incarnate (Jesus in the Flesh) 

a. Prophetic Overview 

b. Birth and Childhood 

c. Life of Christ - Gospel of Mark 

d. Biblical Doctrine of the Incarnation 

ANTICIPATION OF THE INCARNATION 

Do the Hebrew Scriptures speak of or infer that the Son will become flesh?  

We know that the Son can be seen in the Hebrew Scriptures in Christophanies, and especially in the 
depiction of the “malak YHWH.”  

In our studies on the Hebrew Narrative and the Prophets, there is significant information that indicates 
that it is YHWH Himself that will intervene for the redemption and salvation of mankind for the sin 
problem. We call these, Messianic prophecies. 

As an overview, we will present the specific Messianic prophecies that speak to the Messiah being in the 
flesh. In other words, to fulfill the Messianic predictions, the Messiah must be a man. 

Genesis 3:15 – Seed of the woman 

Isaiah 7:14-15 – The significance of His name Immanuel cannot be ignored. Of course, this is not His given 
name, but it is a characteristic (Matthew 1:23). 

Isaiah 9:6-7 – The Messiah will be a Son, will rule, and will have the names of God. 

Isaiah 11:1-5 – The Messiah will be a branch of Jesse but will be deific in nature and will be righteous. 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 – The only way for this to be fulfilled is for the Servant who both intercedes and atones 
for the sins of the many, the Messiah, to be a man, to come in the flesh.  

For a man to atone for sin, He must also be sinless, born of a woman, born under the Law, God Himself in 
the likeness of sinful flesh so that He would die for the sins of the world and restore what has been broken. 


