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REVIEW 

What we have established so far: 

1. Jesus is eternal. 
2. Jesus is deity, YHWH of the Hebrew Text. 
3. God exists in a Tri-Unity; Jesus is the second of that Tri-Unity. 
4. The Son has shown Himself to various people at various times (Christophany) prior to his birth. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Angel of the Lord is used in 54 verses. That can be broken down into 22 different passages with one 
parallel between 2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles. Therefore, we have 21 different accounts of “malak YHWH.” 

Every instance, except for one, the use of “malak YHWH” is a Christophany. 

We also have the Angel of God. This is less direct; there are 13 uses of this phrase, but only a few of them 
could be a Christophany. This term is used of a manifestation of God in human form only twice.  

The other uses have the term angel in the plural, or someone is flattered by stating that someone is like 
the angel of God. 

The word translated angel is “malak.” The word means messenger. There are only a few word-for-word 
equivalents between Hebrew and Greek. The Hebrew word “malak” is translated in the Greek word 
“angelos,” if not every instance, it is 99% of the time. 

Just like in Greek, the word means messenger, not a spiritual realm being. This word does not indicate 
identity as much as it does purpose. Who sent them? What are their qualities? Questions like this must 
be asked to determine their identity. 

THE ANGEL OF THE LORD (OF GOD) 

One only needs to read the text to see that the “malak YHWH” is identified as YHWH. But the “malak 
YHWH” is distinct from YHWH.  

Genesis 24:7 – Abraham tells his servant “YHWH will send His malak.” 

Zechariah 1:11-13 – The “malak YHWH” calls out to “YHWH.” Later in the vision, we see again that 
“malak YHWH” is “YHWH” (Zechariah 1:18-21). 

Tracing “malak YHWH,” we can see the activity of God on earth as He interacts with people and the nation 
of Israel as their God.  

Genesis 16:7-14 – The Angel of the Lord intervening with Hagar 

Genesis 22:8-14 – Intervening in the sacrifice of Isaac  

Exodus 3:1-6 – The burning bush and Moses 

Numbers 22:22-35 – Balaam 

Judges 2:1-5 – The Angel of the Lord directly admonishes the people of Israel. 



Christology – The Angel of the Lord 

Christology 012 BHC KC 2021 

Judges 6:11-23 – Choosing and sending Gideon 

Judges 13:1-24 – Appearing to Manoah and his wife in the choosing of Sampson with instruction 

2 Samuel 24:2-4, 10, 15-17 – The Lord judges Israel for David’s sin but had mercy with Jerusalem. The 
Angel of the Lord comes to speak with David directly. 

2 Kings 19:35 – The Angel of the Lord fights for Israel. 

Zechariah 3:1-5 – the Angel of the Lord stood by Joshua the High Priest and advocated for him against 
Satan the accuser. 

Exodus account – The pillar of cloud and pillar of fire are often argued to be Christophanies, Exodus 
14:19-20. Notice that this is the angel of God. This seems to be a Theophany rather than a Christophany, 
and in the Torah, is not in human form (Genesis 21:17, 31:11). 

The Angel of God is used semantically with the Angel of the Lord in Judges 6:20 (Gideon) and 
Judges 13:6, 9 (Sampson).  

CONCLUSION 

In the most obvious passages, “malak YHWH” is “YHWH,” yet is distinct. Some argue that this is not God, 
rather it is only an angel and is only a direct messenger from God, not God Himself. 

The reason is that they see the “oneness” of YHWH, and a distinct person who is also YHWH is a 
contradiction. Yet this is not a contradiction because it does not violate His character. However, this is a 
paradox, a seemingly absurd or self-contradictory statement or proposition that when investigated is proven 
to be true. 

From all the investigation, the Angel of the Lord is the preexistent Word of God, the second person of the 
Tri-Unity, functioning prior to His incarnation (coming in the flesh). 

Throughout history, God had exercised His sovereign will in the person of the Son. The interaction is not 
only for those who were directly impacted, but it was also recorded for the instruction of the reader. 

Through His preincarnate actions, we understand the various attributes of God as they are presented to the 
people. We can look at this and see His creative care, sustaining all life, His compassion, righteous 
judgment, protection, guidance, and defense of the righteous ones.  

We understand through all of Scripture that without God’s intervention and revelation we have no chance to 
understand His redemptive program. But these attributes apply to us as well, though not in a physical sense 
but a spiritual reality. As vast and as awesome as these preexistence facts are, they are small in comparison 
to the revelation of Jesus Christ at the appointed time. 

His work as Messiah required the Incarnation. His work as Savior required the Incarnation. 

Though the Son’s work is active (and amazing), prior to Him coming in the flesh it was incomplete. The 
greatest work of the Son is in the atonement and resurrection, and to do that He had to come in the flesh and 
die on behalf of His creation.   


