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EPHESIANS 5:1-10 – REVIEW 

Chapter 5 continues from chapter 4 the instruction to the saints at Ephesus with both encouragement and 
admonishment. 1-2 Encouragement; 3-7 Admonishment; 8-14 Encouragement; 15-18 Admonishment; 18-
21 Encouragement.  

Verses 1-2 – This passage is a consistent reminder that our love must imitate the love of God for us. Since 
we are born of God and are His beloved children, we need to live our lives as an example of His love. This 
is demonstrated in how we love each other, and it is His truth that gives us the basis for that love. 

Verses 3-7 – The acts of fornication, impurity, and greed must not be named among the saints. Because 
those who are identified as such (we are identified as saints) have no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and God. There is a “you vs. them” construction, and the point is found in verse 7—do not become partakers 
with them. 

Verses 8-10 – Walking as children of the light means that one acts in accordance with the message of truth 
and the character of the Light. This is clearly stated in Ephesians 5:9, the fruit of light. Fruit is a result of 
activity that is characterized by light.  

In verse 10, “trying to learn” is incorrect. The verb here is “δοκιμάζω dokimazō” and is defined as proving 
through trial or examination. This is an Adverbial Present Active Participle. The saints at Ephesus are to 
walk as children of Light “while demonstrating what is pleasing to the Lord.” 

The activity that is pleasing to Lord is already known (Ephesians 4:25-5:4) 

• Speak truth 
• Deal with anger 
• Work hard and share 
• Use your words to give grace 

• Become helpful 
• Become compassionate 
• Become graceful to one another 
• Be thankful 

Demonstrating this indicates that these good works are on display for others to see. The proving indicates 
that these good deeds of light will be challenged by the evil deeds of darkness, temptation, and negative 
circumstances. The biggest test we face is to do these deeds despite the negative pressure from this world. 

EPHESIANS 5:11-13 – LITERAL TRANSLATION 

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful deeds of the darkness; instead, expose them. For the things that 
are in secret by them, it is dishonoring to even speak it. But all things are seen when they are exposed by the 
light, for everything that is seen is light. 

 

EPHESIANS 5:11-13 – ANALYSIS 

In verse 11, the word for participate is “συγκοινωνέω sugkoinōneō.” This is a compound word combining 
“sún (with)” and “κοινωνέω.” This is the word we use for fellowship. The word group is “κοινός koinos.” 
This means to have in common, common ownership, to have actions or characteristics in common. 
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When Paul says do not participate, he says do not have your deeds have anything in common with the 
deeds of darkness. The deeds of darkness are well known, just as are the deeds of light. In this context, 
Paul stresses four of them (fornication, impurity, greed, and idolatry). 

Their deeds, their activity, need to be completely separate from those actions. 

Instead “you expose them.” This is an Imperative in the 2nd Person Plural. You all do this. The verb for 
expose is “ἐλέγχω elegchō (eh-lengh-khō).” 

Three are definitions for this word: 

a. to scrutinize or examine carefully (expose) 
b. to bring a person to the point of recognizing wrongdoing (convict) 
c. to express strong disapproval of someone’s action (reprove) 

Matthew 18:15; John 3:20; John 8:46; 1 Corinthians 14:24; 1 Timothy 5:20; 2 Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:9 

Observations –  

• The word indicates an open exposing and refuting. 
• There is no indication that this word means punishment. 
• In context, verse 13 indicates that the deeds of light are what expose the deeds of darkness. 
• Based upon the Pauline use outside of Ephesians, Scripture is what is used to directly reprove a 

believer, and the responsibility of direct reproving is on the leadership. 
• In the context of Ephesians 5:11-13, there is not a direct refutation but a passive one. 

This is not a call to protest deeds of darkness; this is not a legislative issue; this is not a public shaming; this 
is a contrast. If the believers in any area speak truth and do the will of God, the deeds of darkness are 
automatically contrasted. It becomes obvious that the deeds of darkness are, indeed, evil actions.  

We must not get stuck in an attempt to go after those in darkness; rather, we are to demonstrate grace and 
love by our message and example (1 Peter 2:12). 

Verse 12 is not a prohibition for believers of speaking about immorality, impurity, greed, or idolatry. Paul 
speaks of these things regularly. Rather, it is to be understood that what they are doing is such a disgrace, 
they shouldn’t even mention them. It is not only the actions of the darkness, but it is also how they talk 
about it. They boast about those deeds, plan those deeds, and approve of those deeds (Romans 1:32).  

 

EPHESIANS 5:14 – LITERAL TRANSLATION 

For this reason, it says, awake the one who sleeps and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine you. 

EPHESIANS 5:14 – ANALYSIS 

The NASB has this as a quote of Isaiah 51:17, still others have this as quoting or alluding to Isaiah 60:1. 
However, there is no verse in the Hebrew text or in the LXX that matches this statement. What does Paul 
mean by it says?  
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Based upon the context, this could have been something that Paul would have said and the Ephesus saints 
may have had as a repeated exhortation. Remember, these believers were a shining example of being pulled 
out of the culture of the dead and darkness and coming to light.  

Acts 26:15-18, 19:17-20, 23-29 

In verse 14, the literal translation is “and Christ will shine you.” The preposition on is supplied in the 
English translation, but it is not present in the Greek.  

The entire context of light and darkness in Ephesians does not have light upon the believer, rather the 
believer is now light, they are to walk as light, demonstrating what the will of God is.  

I am convinced that this is Jesus shining through the believer, not on the believer. 

CONCLUSION 

In considering all that this second half of Ephesians has stated so far, I find the content as a challenge and 
very encouraging. The Ephesians believers were truly in darkness, yet now they are light, and Jesus can shine 
through them into the darkness.  

This is something we often take for granted. We need to appreciate the light we have, even though most of us 
have not lived in darkness as did the first-century Greek pagan. The more we appreciate the light, the more 
we should live as children of light.    

EPHESIANS 5:15-21 – PREVIEW 

This section has many quotable verses and leads into the family relationship.  

Each of these verses has amazing truth and application behind them, and we will learn and be encouraged 
greatly from this paragraph.  

But there is also a level of confusion with both the translation and understanding of these verses. We must 
proceed with care to not add to the confusion. Rather, we will deal with these phrases so that each of us can 
have clarity and assurance as to what is being said. 

The process should not take too much time, but look ahead and ask questions from the text.  

 

 


