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REVIEW 

Having established some basic principles, we will move on to a review of the manifestations of the Son of 
God. These basic principles are: 

1. Jesus is eternal 
2. Jesus is deity, YHWH of the Hebrew Text 
3. God exists in a Tri-Unity, Jesus is the second of that Tri-Unity 

INTRODUCTION 

Theophany/Christophany –  

Definition – Theos – God; Christos – Messiah; -phany (phoneroo) – appearance 

In the Bible, there is a rule. Exodus 33:20 – No one can see God’s face and live, and any glimpse of 
God is a risk for man (Exodus 20:18-19). 

But there are times when God does appear. How He demonstrates Himself varies in the Hebrew 
Scriptures, but the text makes it clear that it is YHWH.  

Example –  

The clearest example, I believe, in the Hebrew text is the mountain appearances in Exodus 

Exodus 19:16-19 

Rules –  

The difference between a Theophany and Christophany must be clear if we are to study the 
Christophanies.  

1. The manifestation must clearly be YHWH. 
2. The manifestation must have the appearance or qualities of a man. 
3. If not, then it still might be a Christophany, but we can’t be sure. 

The Angel of the Lord – This will be discussed next week. 

CHRISTOPHANIES IN THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES 

Genesis 1-2 – As we have seen, God made the world and everything in it through Jesus Christ, the Son 
(John 1:3; Colossians 1:16-17; Hebrews 1:2). If we take that truth and place it back into Genesis 1-2, we 
can theorize a little. But we need to be careful because we do not have a specific text that separates the 
creative work from the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

I am of the opinion that the speaker is Jesus Himself, and He is forming Adam and fashioning Eve 
(Genesis 2:7, 21-22). 

In Genesis 2:8, who planted a garden? In Genesis 2:15-17, who brought Adam into the garden? 

Genesis 3:8-9 – The Father is a spirit, and He does not walk in the garden. This, I am convinced, is the 
Son seeking out Adam and Eve after they sinned and rebelled against God. 
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Genesis 4:4-15 – This is obviously YHWH, but is this God in human form? YHWH deals with Cain to 
act in prevention of sin, deal with sin (judgment), and show grace to Cain. It does not say, but the 
interaction between Cain and God does not seem to have Cain speaking to the wind, clouds, or in his 
mind. Personally, I believe that Cain is conversing with the Son. However, I cannot be definitive.  

Genesis 5:22-24; Genesis 6:9 – Walked with God; this is a unique phrase in Hebrew. No other person in 
the Hebrew text is said to have walked with God other than Noah and Enoch. Personally, I believe that 
they had a face-to-face relationship with God in physical form. Again, I cannot be definitive, but I think 
the language used is very interesting. They walked with God. They did not commune with Him, or know 
Him, but walked with YHWH. 

With caution, I have a theory that YHWH interacting in the preflood world was the Son. He 
interacted with man and presented Himself regularly to demonstrate His care, love, and eventually 
judgment.  

Genesis 18:1-2 – YHWH appeared to Abraham in the form of a man. This is an obvious Christophany. 
YHWH did this to express His promise, disclose to Abraham concerning the judgment of Sodom, and 
signify that his line is the line of intercession. 

Genesis 32:24-32 – Jacob wrestled with a man who is later understood by Jacob and others to be God 
(Hosea 12:2-5). God in human form is the Son, the pre-incarnate Christ. 

Exodus accounts are more difficult than some of the references that are clearly Christophanies because 
of the “Angel of the Lord” reference. One stands out that is not normally thought of as Christophany. 

 Exodus 17:3-6; Numbers 20:8-11; 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 – I don’t know how to explain this. This is a 
mystery, but Paul’s statement is clear, the rock that provided water was Christ.  

Joshua 5:13-6:2 – Evidence shows that this man is YHWH in human form. There does not seem to be a 
transition from this man to when the Lord speaks. Joshua bows down (same word for worship). The 
same words are used for Moses with the burning bush as with Joshua.  

Daniel 3:24-27 – This one has a man walking in the midst of the furnace with Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego. Nebuchadnezzar said it was like a son of the gods. The description is puzzling, but many 
accept that this was Jesus walking with the young men and saving them from the furnace.  

CONCLUSION 

We have not yet covered the instances of the Angel of the Lord; they are clearly Christophanies, and these 
instances are many.  

So far, we can conclude that, through His preincarnate actions, we can see His creative care, He is the 
sustainer of all life, His compassion, righteous judgment, protection, guidance, defense of the righteous 
ones. 


