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REVIEW EPHESIANS 1-4 

Chapter 1 

This chapter tells us who we are in Jesus Christ, to enlighten the believers in Ephesus of all that God has 
done, and to inform them of the plan of God. In this chapter, the reader understands that each believer 
has been blessed and that God has lavished His grace upon us. The chapter concludes with a desire that 
they would understand all the riches of the inheritance that all believers have in glory. 

Chapter 2 

Chapter 2 begins with a review of how a person is born into this world as an enemy of God and contrasts 
that with the grace of God. Every person, whether Jew or Greek, must be saved by grace through faith. 
Also, everyone who is saved is saved by grace through faith. Because of this, Jesus has called out all 
believers into unity. There is no longer a dividing wall between Israel and the Gentile nations in Jesus 
Christ. Both entities are now made into one new body in God. 

Chapter 3 

After the general statement of this new body, Paul then explains that this new body is the administration 
of God called the church (ekklesia). It is this administration that God is working to bring to light His 
wisdom and to be the light to the world so that all can see the truth of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Chapter 4 

For the church to be effective, there needs to be unity in both doctrine and function. The first 
responsibility is to grow to spiritual maturity where all believers in a local body are unified in the 
doctrines of God and the full and complete knowledge of the Son of God. Then these believers are to act 
in their spiritual identity by putting on the new self by first being renewed in the spirit of the mind and 
then acting in accordance with the new self. 

The chapter concludes with several injunctions where the Ephesians saints were to stop negative sinful 
behavior and replace that behavior with good spiritual behavior (True Replacement Theology). 

Chapter 5 

Chapter 5 continues the instruction to the saints at Ephesus with both encouragement and 
admonishment. 1-2 Encouragement; 3-7 Admonishment; 8-14 Encouragement; 15-18 Admonishment; 
18-21 Encouragement. The chapter concludes with instructions to the family unit in particular. This 
carries on into Chapter 6. 

EPHESIANS 5:1-2 – LITERAL TRANSLATION 

Therefore, you become imitators of God as beloved children and walk in love just as also Christ loved you 
and delivered Himself on our behalf, an offering and a sacrifice to God unto a sweet-smelling scent.  
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ANALYSIS 

Therefore, you become imitators of God 

οὖν oun – This is an inferential particle that reaches back; this is why I did a review of the letter thus far. 
This also pushes forward. The ideas of the book so far all lead up to this point. 

In this second half of the letter, there are six uses of “οὖν oun” (4:1,17, 5:1, 7, 15, 6:14). Each time it 
moves forward and builds upon the previous information. Every “οὖν oun” from chapter 4 and 
following deals with the activity of the believer considering their identity and maturity. 

γίνομαι ginomai – “become” not “be.” This continues the thought from verse 32. In the release of the old 
self and putting on the new self, believers are to put aside bitterness, rage, wrath, discord, and slander 
along with all ill-intent. That is replaced with you become helpful unto one another, compassionate, 
being “graceful” to each other just as also God in Christ has been “graceful” to you.  

The idea is that they had to abandon one mental condition and make their way to another. This 
denotes a process. The change is not instantaneous; there is time involved. The believer is charged 
with perpetually putting off the old self and becoming imitators of God. 

μιμητής mimētēs – to mimic, to imitate. This noun is used for the imitation of godly people who are 
following God and Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 4:16, 11:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:6, 2:14; Hebrews 6:12). 
The verb is also used to demonstrate proper imitation as well (2 Thessalonians 3:6-9; Hebrews 13:7; 3 
John 1:11). The word’s meaning is obvious, but the number of times it is used tells us something about 
how we learn. 

We have truth and discussion about the nature of God, but many times people do not always learn 
with lectures and teaching. 

It is important to both maturity and performance to find people to imitate. 

But the believer should imitate people who are imitating God and Jesus. 

Ephesians brings it to the main point—become imitators of God. We get help from those who are 
also godly. We need to find others to imitate. We imitate God as beloved children. 

As beloved children 

ὡς hōs – The comparative particle points to the manner in which the imitation is to be made and also 
indicates the reason for it.  

ἀγαπητός agapētos / τέκνον teknon – They are children of God, experiencing His love. Children should 
be like the Father, and the love of our Father is the basis for us to walk in love. 

And you walk in love 

περιπατέω peripateō – usually indicates a walk as in a manner of life (walk the walk). In this context, the 
manner of life is characterized by love. Walk in love. To understand how a believer walks in love, we 
need to expand our study. 
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ἀγάπη agape – 

John 3:16, 15:13, 17:26; Romans 5:6-8, 8:35-39; Ephesians 2:4-5; 1 John 3:1, 16, 4:7-11, 18-19 

How would you define love based upon these verses? God’s love for us is beyond anything that any 
human has ever performed or even thought. Romans 5:6-8 gives us the definition of love that we 
need to understand.  

The love of God is unfathomable. In our sin, rebellion, ungodliness, and helplessness, Christ died for 
us. With this in mind, the definition of “a desire and activity for the betterment of the other person 
that is unconditional” seems to not hit hard enough. 

The love of God is something to muse, ponder, reconsider, and think about for the rest of our lives 
and possibly into eternity. 

1 John 4 is the true love chapter. It gives us the details of love, the function of love, and the basis for 
love. The basis for love is the love of God. It is important to understand that the reason we love is 
that God first loved us. 

To whom is our love displayed? Back in the Law, Israel was commanded to love God with all 
your heart, soul, and mind and love your neighbor as yourself. How do we love God? How do 
we love each other? 

Loving God is in how we consider God and what He desires us to think, say, and do.  

Loving each other is based upon God’s love for us. First and foremost, that means that our love 
for each other needs to be unconditional. Love needs to be self-sacrificial. Love needs to desire 
and act for the best for the one being loved. We cannot die on behalf of each other, but we can 
sacrifice our desires for each other.  

In Ephesians, the love of God is consistent; it is Jesus’ sacrifice that demonstrates His love. 

An offering and a sacrifice to God unto a sweet-smelling scent.  

The primary idea in the whole statement is the love of Christ, and that love is shown in giving Himself 
up to death. This giving up of Himself to death is a sacrifice to God that satisfies God’s justice for death 
because of sin and rebellion. The sacrificial atonement of Jesus’ death is the basis for our life (Hebrews 
10:1-4, 8-14, 18). The sacrificial atonement is established in the Old Testament going back to Adam and 
Eve. Even though the skins that were made for Adam and Eve were not called an atonement for sin, the 
similarities cannot be ignored. In the Law, both personal atonement and the annual atonement were 
ongoing, but they did not take away sins. The sacrifice of Jesus did.  

Unto a sweet-smelling scent is a statement of the acceptability of Christ’s sacrifice, taken from the 
Hebrew Text with carryover into Paul’s letters (Leviticus 1:9, 13, 17, 3:5). Paul uses this satisfaction and 
pleasing concept both here in Ephesians and also in Philippians 4:18. 

Conclusion – This passage is a consistent reminder that our love must imitate the love of God for us. Since 
we are born of God and are His beloved children, we need to live our lives as an example of His love. This 
is demonstrated in how we love each other, and it is His truth that gives us the basis for that love. 


