
Christology – The Deity of Christ – The Names of Jesus 

Christology 05 BHC KC 2021 

REVIEW 

Jesus Pre-Existence Studies 
The Christological Passages 

John 1:1-18 – In the beginning always has been and continues to be the Word. The Word always has been and 
continues to be with God. And the Word has been and continues to be God. 

According to our study, the Word is identified as Jesus Christ (Revelation 19:13 – He is called the Word 
of God). John makes this very clear. Jesus is the Word, the creator, Life, light, life-giver, the first. Jesus 
was not a tool used by God, rather He is one with God and has been and always will be God. 

Philippians 2:5-7 – Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed 
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the 
form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 

Jesus possessed the unique quality of God; Jesus shares the nature of God. However, Jesus has purposely 
calculated and determined to set aside the glory of God and came to earth in similitude to man, His 
creation. Jesus is both God and man (Hypostatic Union). 

Colossians 1:13-17 – For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of 
His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created through Him and 
for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 

The image of the invisible God 

Hebrews 1:1-3 – God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many 
ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom 
also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and 
upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high. 

Jesus is the exact representation of the nature of God. 

THE DEITY OF CHRIST 

When we discuss the deity of Christ, it is important to note that we are not saying there are multiple gods. 
There is one God and there is no other. We believe that Jesus is God and so is the Father and so is the Holy 
Spirit. This has been labeled historically as the Trinity or as more recently amended, the Tri-Unity. 

It is also noted that, although some find the Christological passages enough to establish the claim that Jesus 
is one with God and therefore God to be compelling enough, it does not satisfy all who read and study those 
passages. The question then must be asked and answered, can the deity of Jesus be proved outside of the 
Christological passages?  

When we talk about the evidence that demonstrates the deity of Jesus, we speak in terms of a preponderance 
of details that leads one to a striking claim, the New Testament absolutely claims that Jesus is God. The 
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details of this evidence then must be clear that the deity of Christ, His pre-existence, and His eternal 
existence are sure and verified.  

With these proofs, we must also answer some questions that have arisen over the years. How can a 
seemingly normal man be God? Jesus is not presented in the Gospels as being omnipresent, omniscient, 
and omnipotent. Does this not demonstrate that He is not God? 

Therefore, the Scriptures must also bear this truth — despite what our eyes see in the flesh (through the 
testimony of the apostles), the deity of Jesus is confirmed. 

Three challenges are presented to the learner during this course of study: 

1. Absolute conviction of the truth that Jesus is God 
2. Defend the truth that Jesus is God 
3. Develop a personal responsibility to the truth that Jesus is God (John 5:23) 

THE NAMES OF JESUS THAT REPRESENT HIS DEITY 

Names denote character and attributes, especially when applied to a deity or supernatural beings. The names 
given to Jesus indicate something about His nature. 

The Word (λόγος logos) – Since this was discussed at length in the previous two lessons, we will 
lovingly refer the student back to the Christological passages. 

Image (εἰκών eikōn) – Colossians 1:15 – Image connotes more than mere likeness; it implies that there 
is a prototype and that the image is its revealed reality. We looked at this in the Christological passages. 

Exact Image (χαρακτήρ charaktēr) – Hebrews 1:3. The nature of God is setting its distinctive stamp 
(seal) upon Christ, coming into definite and characteristic expression in His person, so that the Son bears 
the exact imprint of the Godly nature and character. We looked at this in the Christological passages. 

Only Begotten (μονογενής monogenēs) – This is a compound adjective that means “only, single” and “to 
come about, to become, to be born, to beget.” This word is used literally to describe a relationship 
between a parent and an only type of offspring (only son, only daughter), this word is usually followed 
by a noun.  

This is not used of Jesus exclusively (Luke 7:11-17, 8:42, 49-55, 9:38-42). 

When used of Jesus, it denotes something unique (John 1:14-18, 3:16-18; 1 John 4:9-10). 

This must be understood in the light of the fact that angels, God’s chosen people, and all believers 
are called God’s children, sons of God (Job 38:7; Exodus 4:22; Galatians 3:26; 1 John 5:1).  

This is used of Isaac in Hebrews 11:17-19 – Isaac is not Abraham’s only child nor is Isaac 
Abraham’s firstborn. Isaac is unique because of the nature of the promise and that he was the only 
one from Sarah. When we see “μονογενής monogenēs” in the text, we must ask, what is unique? 

Jesus is the “μονογενής monogenēs,” not meaning that He is God’s one and only Son, but that Jesus 
is the uniquely born one. Points to consider: 
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1. Jesus is not created, rather He became flesh (John 1:14) 
2. Jesus came into creation through the process of natural human birth 
3. Jesus was full of grace and truth (John 1:17-18) 
4. He is one with the Father (John 10:30) 

“μονογενής monogenēs” indicates a unique relationship in Jesus’ flesh that still holds to the divinity 
that Jesus had before He became flesh.  

R. Govett in his Exposition of the Gospel of St. John states: 

“The word [μονογενής monogenēs] is then to be taken in the loftiest sense of which it is capable; 
for the giving of Jesus Christ is alleged to be the very greatest gift which is possible. The higher 
the person of Christ, the greater the glory of God in the gift of His Son.” 

Firstborn (πρωτότοκος prōtotokos). Colossians 1:15. Jesus is called the firstborn of all creation. The 
idea of a firstborn is not necessarily an indication of the firstborn from the womb but the one who is the 
heir of the father. The title firstborn can change if one were to fall out of favor, relinquish it, or die. L.S. 
Chafer calls this “the elder in relation to all creation; not the first created thing, but the antecedent to all 
things as well as the cause of them” (Matthew 1:25; Romans 8:29; Colossians 1:18; Hebrews 1:6; 
Revelation 1:5). 

1. Firstborn of Mary – Jesus was the first child born to Mary.  
2. Firstborn of all creation – Jesus as existing before all creation and eternally self-existent.  
3. Firstborn of the dead or firstborn in the resurrection – Jesus is the first to be raised from the 

dead into resurrection life (not resuscitated life) and leads all others who are to be resurrected 
(John 11:21-26). 

Alpha and Omega – Revelation 1:8, 21:5-6, 22:12-16 – The references in the first two can be understood 
as God the Father, but the last reference is indeed Jesus speaking. 

 


