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REVIEW PUTTING ON THE NEW SELF (4:17-24) 

These believers have learned, heard, been taught in Jesus Christ and truth resides in Jesus Christ. 

They are charged with putting on the new self, but that is preceded by “be renewed in the spirit of your 
mind.” The activity of putting on the new self is not possible if the mind is not first engaged. 

Just like the old self is first mental then behavioral, the new self is first mental then behavioral. 

Renewing the spirit of the mind is first knowledge-based. Information must be absorbed, considered, 
and firmly implanted in your mind. 

This is not simply knowing the content but interacting with the doctrines for it to be readily 
available. 

Renewing the spirit of your mind is to learn, relearn, remind, perpetually think about, and interact 
with the truth of God’s message, the doctrines of God, and the attitude of Jesus Christ. 

When we have a renewed mind, the behavior is more natural and easier to accomplish. The new self is 
“in the likeness of God.” The mind that has been made new and the spirit of our mind is to be renewed 
by means of the Word of God. It is this spirit that has been created in righteousness and “undefiled by 
sin” that interfaces with our mind.  

The perpetual question that is asked in this section is: 

If the futile mind leads to sin and sin is the reason we needed to be saved, then why return to that mindset 
and behavior knowing that we have been created in Him in accordance with His righteousness and truth?  

EPHESIANS 4:28 

Literal Translation – The one who steals must no longer steal, but instead must labor, working with his own 
hands what is good so that (the one who steals) would have (something) to give to the one who has need. 

NO LONGER STEALING RATHER GIVING 

As we saw in the last lesson, the literal translation does not add much to the observations, but there are some 
points to make. 

Initial Observations: 

1. This is not a single act of thievery but a characteristic (the one who steals) 
2. Stealing and giving are contrasted 
3. The remedy to stealing is labor for the purpose of giving 
4. Is there something beyond the basic, something under the surface of this text? 

Analysis: 

κλέπτω kleptō – “to take secretly and without permission the property of someone else.” This also can mean 
to “consummate a marriage secretly.” This word was used in Matthew 27:64 to suggest that the disciples 
would take Jesus’s body after His crucifixion.   
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Perhaps thieves were prevalent during this time. Thievery is one of the main character flaws that is 
addressed in many passages (Jeremiah 7:9; Matthew 15:19; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; 1 Peter 4:15-16; 
Revelation 9:21) 

In ancient Greek (Homer, Illiad), this was to secretly and craftily embezzle and appropriate property, but 
the action was not seen as evil. This was seen as being cunning and displaying skill; the gods and 
demigods were skilled at stealing. Many times in ancient literature, craftiness is a virtue, and this may 
have been the issue in Ephesus at this time. 

In an interesting passage, Jeremiah 23:30 speaks about false prophets who steal words. Philo says it is 
thievery to attribute to man the works of God, as Herod did (Acts 12:21-23). In John 10:7-10, Jesus 
compares the Jewish leadership to thieves. 

In 1 Timothy 5, Paul instructs Timothy, who has the responsibility of the church in Ephesus, about the 
responsibility of families with widows. 

Children and grandchildren must take care of the widowed mothers (verses 4, 8) 

Before being provided for by the church body, widows must demonstrate that they are in true need 
and are willing to serve (verses 9-10). 

Women who are capable must take care of their widows so that the church will not be burdened in 
providing for their needs (verse 16). 

If this is not upheld, what would it be, what would it mean that these people take advantage of the 
church and not take care of their widows, or widows who do not demonstrate a willingness to serve? 

Back to Ephesians 4 - The contrast tells us also what this could be. The solution is to work so that one 
would have something to give to the one who has need. The response to theft is not to kick out the 
offender or have him make restitution, but he is to stop and provide for those who have a need. I think it 
is very possible that this is referring to those who were taking advantage of the supply from the first-
century church and instead need to help with those who truly had need. 

This is where we must be careful. We do not wish to read too much into this, but we also do not wish to 
be overly simplistic. Regardless of the type of theft involved, we must conclude that it is dishonorable 
and is directly in contrast to the character of God. 

The solution, as we stated, is for the person to work with his own hands; the use of one’s own hands in 
labor, not robbing the hands of others. The reason for work is not to acquire merely for ourselves and our 
own needs, but with the view of being able to help others. 

“μεταδίδωμι metadidōmi” means to give, to impart. The idea of sharing is from the concept that they 
must first take care of themselves before they take care of others. What is given over is the excess above 
what is necessary for the one working.  

This “μεταδίδωμι metadidōmi” is very instrumental in the instruction of godly character (Luke 3:10-14; 
Romans 12:8; 1 Thessalonians 2:7-12). 
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The giving, the imparting, the sharing is with one who has need. This is not restrictive; one can share with 
those who do not have needs, but the instruction is to share with those who have need.  

χρεία chreia (khreye-ah) – This points requirement based upon destitution, inability to supply. The first 
time this is used is in Matthew 3:14. Other passages give this idea clarity as well (Acts 2:45; Romans 
12:13). 

CONCLUSION 

The Word of the Lord and the principles contained within it about how we relate to one another are very 
consistent. 

The aspect of stealing is an offense to God, but the solution is not simply to return what was stolen, it is to 
work so that they have something to give. This points to the same solution to all sin correction. 

What is our response? 

1. Understand the grace of God 
2. Replace sin (offense) with grace 


