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REVIEW 

Basic Outline – The study of Jesus Christ is, in my opinion, best done chronologically. 
I. Pre-incarnate Son 

a. Pre-Creation 
b. In Creation 
c. Christophanies 
d. The Angel of the Lord  

The Gospel of John is unique among all the writings in that its stated purpose is that a person would read the 
content, contemplate the actions and words of Jesus, review the signs of Jesus, and believe that Jesus is the 
Son of God and thereby have life in His name (John 20:30-31, 3:15, 5:24). 

The stated purpose in John 20:30-31 is also stated in John 1:1-18: 
• The “logos” was God and became flesh (The Son of God) 
• This is God manifested to the people 
• In Him was life 
• To those received Him, who believe in His name, became children of God 

John 1:1 - In the beginning there always has been and continues to be the Word. The Word always has been 
and continues to be with God. And God has been and continues to be the Word. 

What or rather Who is the Word? According to our study from last week, we saw that the Word of the Lord is 
identified as Jesus Christ (Revelation 19:13 – He is called the Word of God). But what does the “logos” 
indicate? Why is this the moniker chosen? 

In referencing the LXX texts, the Word of the Lord is one of the main statements that indicates an 
interaction with God; this is how the prophets were approached and received prophetic utterance. 

What is the full sense of Jesus being called the Word? This has been studied, debated, speculated, and will 
continue to be. I do not think there is a simple answer as to what this implies. What we do know is the 
nature of this “logos.” 

The Word always has been and continues to be with God. 

The word translated with is “πρός pros.” This is a preposition of direction. This means toward or facing. 
The Word was, has been, and continues to be facing God, or face-to-face with God. This Word of God 
cannot simply be His utterance or message. That would be going out from Him. Rather, the Word is 
intimately close to God. 

How close? 
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And God has been and continues to be the Word. The word order creates an emphasis, but the proper reading 
is “the Word has been and continues to be God.” 

Both God and the Word are in the Nominative Singular Masculine. This means that the subject and the 
predicate are equated to one another. Which one is the subject, and which is the predicate? That has been 
debated for some time, but the general rule is that the Nominative with the article “the Word” is the 
subject with “God” being the predicate. But since they are both in the Nominative case, they are still 
understood as being equal with one another. 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses translation this as “the Word was a god.” It is vital to understand this error. 

1. Indefinite articles are interpretive or for ease of speech, Greek does not have indefinite articles 
2. The Bible says there is no other god but YHWH (Isaiah 43:10, 44:6-8).  
3. The rest of the context dictates that this Word has the same attributes as God 

a. Creator 
b. Life 
c. Light 
d. Spiritual 

JOHN 1:2-18 

Verse 2 – This is not merely repetition but a reiteration of both timing and location. This does ring poetic, 
but the truth is vital. The with God is from the beginning; there is not a time that the Word was not with 
God. 

Verse 3 – The pronouns are key. All the pronouns in verses 2-4 have their antecedent in the subject in verse 
1 — “the Word.”  

God created the world through His Word: “And God said, ‘Let there be …’” / “For He spoke, and it was 
done; He commanded, and it stood fast” (Ps. 33:9). God created all things through Jesus Christ. 

Three times the verb “γίνομαι ginomai” is used and translated “came into being” and “has come into 
being.” This means to become and is used often for the creative act, something became. The final 
“γίνομαι ginomai” is in a different grammatical form (perfect tense), and it plays an important role. 
Notice the negative particle with the number card “one” with the relative pronoun. “Not one thing that 
has come into being has come into being apart from Him.” 

This teaches that the Word, Jesus Christ, is not a created entity because everything that has been made 
was through Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ not only is the creator, but He is also eternal. 

Verse 4 – In Him (same pronoun) was life. 

This is the same verb as in verse 1, “εἰμί eimi,” and in the imperfect tense. Jesus is eternal and never 
ceases to exist. We can render this as “In Him has been and continues to be life” or “Life has been and 
continues to be in Him.” Life exists and is sourced in Jesus Christ. 

This life is the light of men. That which creates life and maintains all life is the Word. 
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Verses 5 – Now the subject changes to light. The light is contrasted to the darkness. Light is used 23 times 
in John (John 3:19-20, 8:12, 12:46; 1 John 1:5). God is light, Jesus is light. 

Verses 6-8 – This is the testimony of John, John the baptizer is not the light but testified about the Light. 

Verses 9-13 – Light came into the world. This is the true Light, and this Light enlightens every man. 

He is the true Light, there are false lights, but Jesus is the true Light. 

He enlightens every man; the method or specifics are not given. This is simply a matter of fact. Jesus, in 
ways undisclosed to us, enlightens every man (written Word, Holy Spirit, life in general). 

This light does not mean that everyone believes or understands. The world did not know Him; His own 
did not receive Him. 

This passage contrasts those who receive Him with those who do not receive Him. But because the Light 
enlightens every man, everyone is without excuse. 

The question from verse 12 is about receiving Him versus believing in Him. The method of receiving 
Jesus is explained in the verse, “to those who believe in His name.” 

This birth, becoming children of God, is not physical but spiritual. 

Who is the one who brings life and light to the world? Jesus Christ.  

Verse 14-18 – The Word became flesh. Notice that it does not say “The Word became” as if this was when 
the Word came into being. Rather this eternal Word, the Word who created all things, the Word that is the 
life and light of men was made into flesh. 

This is known as the incarnation. We will return here after we deal with the “Pre-incarnate Son.” 
John states that Jesus existed before him. Remember that John is 6 months older than Jesus.  
“He has been and will always be before me.” The verb, “εἰμί eimi,” is in the imperfect tense. 
The adjective before “πρῶτος prōtos” has a variety of firsts in mind: 

 
I. first in time or place 

a. in any succession of things or persons 
II. first in rank 

a. influence, honor 
b. chief 
c. principal 

“πρῶτος prōtos” used in Revelation 1:17, 2:8, 22:13 

John makes this very clear. Jesus is the Word, the Creator, Life, Light, life-giver, the first. Do we realize who 
Jesus is? Jesus was not a tool used by God, but He is one with God and has been and always will be God. 

 


