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JESUS THE CHRIST, THE MESSIAH 

For this lesson and others, we will use interchangeable names for our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lord – This is His title as the Master of all creation. Everyone will acknowledge Him as Master at one point, 
but to acknowledge this in the present is vital to giving glory to the Father (Philippians 2:10-11). 

Jesus (Iēsous; Yeshua) – This was a common name in Israel and is His identifiable human name. 

Christ, Messiah – Both mean the same thing, God’s anointed one, the promised One predicted in the 
Prophets, the One who is both Savior and designated to be the forever King over Israel and all creation. 
Either one can be used, but Messiah tends to put more of a Hebrew focus while Christ tends to relate to the 
life and actions of Jesus after His baptism. 

The Son – this moniker speaks to the divinity of Jesus as being the image of God to all of creation. This is 
also called the second person of the Tri-unity. 

There are others: Son of God, Son of Man, Son of David, Lamb of God, the Word of God, Last Adam, etc. 
These will be taught as the text bears them out. In the presentation of Christology, I may say any of these 
names. Just know that all refer to the same person. 

REVIEW 

Basic Outline – The study of Jesus Christ is, in my opinion, best done chronologically. 

I. Pre-incarnate Son 

a. Pre-Creation 

b. In Creation 

c. Christophanies 

d. The Angel of the Lord  

NEW TESTAMENT CHRISTOLOGICAL PASSAGES 

If we are going to deal with Christ in eternity past, pre-creation, we need to first establish the Jesus existed 
before the creation. Then we need to establish what characteristics Jesus had prior to and in creation.  

In the Greek New Testament, there are sections that speak on the nature of the Son, Jesus Christ. The Gospels 
record the life of the Messiah, but there are a few sections that tell us something about Jesus that the recording 
of His life does not tell us. 

These passages are called the Great Christological Passages. There are some small disagreements as to what 
should be included, but everyone agrees that there are at least four major Christological passages: 

John 1:1-18; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:13-20; Hebrews 1:1-4 

There are others passages in the New Testament that we will look at in the scope of our lessons, but if 
these four passages are understood, then the student will have a good grasp of the eternality of Jesus 
Christ. 
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JOHN 1:1-18 

This section is John’s prologue to the entire account of Jesus. Interestingly, John does not start with His birth 
(Matthew and Luke) or His ministry (Mark). Rather John tells us something about the characteristics of Jesus 
and how He existed prior to being made flesh. 

The Gospel of John, from 1:19 through the end of the book, covers three years of history, but the events 
added up moment-by-moment are equivalent to only about 3 weeks. Each chapter gives a still picture of 
events that are too numerous to detail in writing (John 21:25). 

The Gospel of John is unique among all the writings in that the stated purpose is that a person would read 
the content, contemplate the actions and words of Jesus, review the signs of Jesus, and believe that Jesus is 
the Son of God so that the believer would have life in His name (John 20:30-31, 3:15, 5:24). 

The purpose given in John 20:30-31 is also stated in John 1:1-18: 

• The “logos” was God and became flesh (The Son of God) 
• This is God manifested to the people 
• In Him was life 
• Those who received Him, who believe in His name, became children of God 

We must understand the prologue in connection with the stated purpose of this account. The information 
contained within the prologue provides evidence that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that the 
reader is compelled to believe in Jesus in order to have life. 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” Having read this verse 
too many times to count, we glaze over it and explain it without an appreciation of the complexity or the 
difficulty of the very first verse in John. 

The verb “εἰμί eimi” is used three times, translated “was.” The grammatical structure for all three uses is 
Third Person Singular Imperfect Active Indicative (ἦν ēn). 

Singular – This indicates that we are not talking about words (the Word is singular as well), rather this 
is one thing, one person, a singular entity 

Indicative – Statement of reality 

Active – All “eimi” verbs are in the active voice. This indicates status: “is” rather than “doing.”  

Imperfect – This tense is very specific as to time and aspect. This indicates an action in the past that is 
perpetual until time indicated. Since Jesus never ceased to “eimi,” that is exist, then this action always 
is and always will be. 

Since it is in the past and perpetual, how would you translate this? It can’t be “was.” That indicates 
a past action that has been completed. I learned this as “was-ing.” I think that to properly portray 
this, we need an extended vocabulary “always has been and continues to be.” The translation gets a 
little long and clunky, but make a note so that you understand what this is saying. 
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“Logos,” translated into “Word,” is a difficulty. The lexicons have many entries (pic): message, the word 
of truth, word of God, a situation (matter), a statement, account, report, a command. This word is also 
understood in various contexts as defined by Greek linguists as measure, logical statement, esteem, count, 
consider, value, relation, plea, reason, idea, correspondence, a principle, a formula, an outward expression. 

“It has the idea of scientific reasoning and right process of thought, logic, abstract reasoning, 
discursive reasoning, reason as a faculty of the soul, the reason that pervades the universe, creative 
reason, speech, narration and verbal expression or utterance which relates to revelation. So, logos is a 
title that has a vast array of meanings, it is a title for the second person of the Trinity, the Lord Jesus 
Christ who is the expression or revelation of God the Father.” 

In relation to Jesus Christ or God, here are some passages that can help us relate: 

Matthew 7:24-28, 8:16, 13:19-23, 24:46; John 5:24, 38, 8:51; Acts 11:1, 12:24, 13:7, 18:5, 19:20 

Ephesians 1:13; Philippians 2:16; Colossians 1:5; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 2:15; 1 John 1:1 

I do not suggest that every “logos” verse is speaking in this manner, but when it is the “logos” of God 
or some derivative, we need to ask, “Is there something greater than simply a message? Is this also 
talking about the Man Jesus Christ?” The context determines what the author is conveying, but I do 
believe that there is something about the Word of God that indicates the Son in the tri-unity of God. 

Revelation 19:13 – He is called the Word of God 

The Septuagint uses “logos” over 1100 times. Some of the uses may cause us to reflect upon the nature of 
the Word of God as being more than the message. 

2 Samuel 12:7-9 – David is said to have despised the Word of the Lord with his actions. 

Psalm 33:3-7 – the word of the Lord is upright…creative work by the Word of the Lord 

Psalm 56:3-10 – the Word of God is to be praised 

Psalm 119:9-16 – Commandments, statutes, testimonies, precepts, and ways are all in the plural, but 
“logos” is in the singular. Why? What is different about the Word of the Lord? 

The phrase “The word of the Lord” is used over 130 times in the Prophets. The most common phrase 
is “the word of the Lord came to….” Are they hearing something with their ears, is it a feeling, a 
thought in their head, or are they having a conversation? 

It is hard to tell what is happening with the prophets, but the fact that Jesus is called the Word of 
God and the Word of God came to the prophets seems to indicate more than just a message. Is it 
possible that this indicates that they were having conversations with the pre-incarnate Christ? 

How does one interact with God if no man can see God and live? John 1:18 gives us the answer. Is 
the Word of God in the Old Testament the Son making Himself known to the prophets? 

In the beginning always has been and continues to be the Word. The beginning is the same construction as 
Genesis 1:1 in the Septuagint. This takes the reader to the beginning of all revelation. 
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The Word always has been and continues to be with God. 

The word translated with is “πρός pros,” a preposition of direction. This means toward or facing. The 
Word was (has been and continues to be) facing God or face-to-face with God. This Word of God cannot 
simply be His utterance or message. That would be going out from Him. Rather the Word is intimately 
close to God. 

How close? 

And God has been and continues to be the Word. Notice the change in order. 

Both God and the Word are in the Nominative Singular Masculine. This means that the subject and the 
predicate are equated to one another. Which one is the subject, and which one is the predicate? That has 
been debated for some time, but the general rule is that the Nominative with the article “the Word” is the 
subject with “God” being the predicate. But since they are both in the Nominative case, they are still 
understood as being equal with one another.  


