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Context: 

The audience is His Twelve, other disciples, and indirectly, the crowds. This was at the height of Jesus’ 
Galilean ministry (4:23-25). 

The Name: 

The name “beatitudes” comes from the Latin Vulgate for the word blessed, happy, rich – beati. This is not 
the be-attitudes although that is very clever. The noun “beātitūdō” was coined by Marcus Cicero (106-43 
BC) to describe a state of blessedness and was later incorporated within the chapter headings written for 
Matthew 5 in various printed versions of the Latin Vulgate (picture). 

Blessed: 

μακάριος makarios – translated blessed. The meaning of this word is “pertaining to being happy, with the 
implication of enjoying favorable circumstances.” This is a poetic word. It denotes the transcendent 
happiness of a life beyond care, labor, and death. 

This word is not present happiness or a present possession that makes one happy, rather this is a divine 
decree. If God says you are “μακάριος makarios,” then the recipient of the blessing must look past any 
distraction and see reality. 

Understanding the Beatitudes: 

The first part of each blessing begins with an axiom – an emphatic truth.  

The second half of each phrase begins with the conjunction “ὅτι hoti” – “that” or “because.” Blessed are the 
poor in spirit because theirs is the kingdom of heaven. The reason they are happy is not because of being 
poor in spirit but because theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Many times, the beatitudes are taught as a cause and effect. If you are poor in spirit, then you are blessed 
in that you will inherit the kingdom of heaven. In other words, the poor in spirit is the cause of the 
“markios” and the inheritance. In fact, the opposite is true. 

The Jewish disciples of Jesus who experience difficulty, persecution, and self-sacrifice, the ones who reject 
the world to seek after God and endure hardship have a declaration from God that they are blessed because 
of future promises. It is not the current circumstance or self-sacrifice that causes the future promises, rather 
it is because of the future promises that they are blessed regardless of their current situation.  

Rabbinic Blessing: 

Jesus is a rabbi; He is teaching His students. But what is He teaching them? Is He teaching a new thing, a 
reformed view of God’s Law? No, rather He is reminding them of the Law and properly applying it to those 
who are right before God by grace through faith AND dedicated to the Law. 

As a Rabbi, Jesus is encouraging them because those who seek after the Messiah and after the kingdom 
of God and live rightly in Israel are being and will be persecuted, hated, chastised, reviled, and hated.  

Jesus is telling them that those who are in distress now yet centered upon their belief in Jesus are blessed 
even if they experience hardships and suffer the cost of living rightly. 
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Blessed are the poor in spirit: 

These disciples are marked as blessed despite their spiritual wantonness because theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn: 

These disciples are marked as blessed despite their mourning because they will be comforted in the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Blessed are the gentle: 

These disciples are marked as blessed despite their self-sacrifice, of being meek and humble, because they 
will inherit the land of Israel in the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness:  

Righteousness in Matthew can be understood as both imputed righteousness (Genesis 15:6) and functional 
righteousness (doing what is right in light of the righteousness of God). This desire for righteousness is 
euphemized with hunger and thirst. 

These disciples are marked as blessed despite their self-sacrifice of seeking to do what is right because they 
will be satisfied in the kingdom of heaven. 

New Information 

Blessed are the merciful: 

Merciful – “ἐλεήμων eleemōn” This word is the adjective for “eleos.” Those who demonstrate help to those 
in need. We understand this word in both in the means of salvation and the activity of both God and man 
toward those in need (Ephesians 2:4; Titus 3:5; Romans 12:8; James 3:17). 

In the LXX, mercy is translated from a cognate of “hen” which is grace. This word “hannûn” is typically 
translated as gracious and is used 13 times in the Hebrew text and is always a characteristic of YHWH. 

Another word is “rahûm” and is translated as compassionate or sympathetic. Again, this is used 13 times 
in the Hebrew Scripture and is always a characteristic of YHWH. 

Finally, this is translated from “hesed,” which is lovingkindness, steadfast love, or unconditional love. 
This is only translated a few times into “eleemōn.” The main takeaway is that it is sometimes used for 
people (Proverbs ll:17). 

Those who are merciful are blessed because they will be shown mercy. These disciples are marked as 
blessed despite their self-sacrifice of being merciful because they will be shown mercy in the kingdom of 
heaven.  

Blessed are the pure in heart: 

This is understood as clean and unmixed in the mind. The best example of this is found in the Psalms. In 
Hebrew, this word is “tahor” (Psalm 19:9; Psalm 51:10). 
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Why are they blessed? Because they shall see God. Do not look at this as cause/effect. Rather, understand 
that those with a pure heart should be encouraged because of what is coming.  

Shall see God. The first thought is of Exodus 33:20. No man can see God’s face and live. Because God 
is not a man, mortality can't look upon the Lord and live (1 Timothy 6:16; John 1:18; 1 John 4:12).  

There are several ways this can be understood. 

1. Seeing God is seeing Jesus in His glory in the kingdom (Jesus never speaks of God as 
Himself). 

2. The love of God is seen in us, and we will see the love in others (allegorical and 
unsubstantiated). 

3. “ὁράω horaō” can mean experience; they will experience God (horaō is used in John 1:18). 

What does the Hebrew Scripture tell us about seeing God? Psalm 24 – Seek His face. Job 19:23-27 – 
After the resurrection, Job, in his flesh, will see God. Exodus 24:9-11 – horaō is used here in the LXX. 
Seeing God was not impossible; seeing God face-to-face as a human was not possible. The promise is 
they will see God in the resurrection, but I also believe that in the kingdom of heaven, man will have the 
ability to see God as the elders of Israel were permitted. 

Blessed are the peacemakers: 

εἰρηνοποιός eirēnopoios – is a compound word that means “one who does peace” or “one who causes 
peace.” This adjective is only used this one time in the Bible. The verb is used in Colossians speaking of 
Jesus (Colossians 1:19-20).  

To the Jew, “shalom” means much more than not fighting. This speaks to inner peace, being satisfied, 
success, good health, friendliness, and deliverance. The primary need for peace is with God, which we 
call reconciliation. Peace with God is when one believes in Jesus (Romans 5:1). In the context of 
Matthew, the peace that is being sought after is not between men (Matthew 10:13, 34). 

If one is a peacemaker, does this mean that they stop wars or engage people to stop fighting? In 
Scripture, Jesus called His disciples to become fishers of men. They were called to bring people to God, 
bring people to an understanding about the free offer of God, to go and spread the good news of the 
kingdom of heaven. 

The benefit is that they will be called the sons of God. 

Hosea 1:10 – The sons of God, in this context, are those Israelites at the end who enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. Being called the sons of God would remind the disciples of the promise of Hosea.  

Reminder – Being a peacemaker is not the means to being called the sons of God. Being a peacemaker is 
a service to their fellow brethren, a costly self-sacrifice. But even in their difficulty, those who take up 
this challenge are blessed, not in the here and now but in the kingdom, because they are sons of God. 
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Blessed are those who have been persecuted: 

This beatitude ends our pericope. Verse 11, although it looks like one of these eight beatitudes, the structure 
changes and is not counted among the eight. I believe that verses 11-12 are an exposition of verse 10, being 
that persecuted is used on all three verses. Verse 10 is more proverbial in nature. 

Persecuted is “διώκω diōkō” – one who is caused to flee, to be pursued, to be harassed, to be mistreated, to 
be chased so as to harm. This word does not mean being verbally assaulted or made fun of. This is not a 
light word. Being persecuted is seen as deadly. 

Matthew 10:16-23 – hated, scourging, put to death. These are not figurative concepts. 

The reason that they are persecuted is because of righteousness. If someone is persecuted because of 
criminality or because of misunderstanding, this does not apply. 

Why should the ones persecuted because of righteousness count themselves as blessed? Because theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. The persecution did not cause them to inherit the kingdom. They became inheritors 
because they believed in Jesus, having changed their minds (repented). 

Following Jesus in this time was not a pleasant experience. They had a difficult road ahead, and some 
probably already had seen the cost. The difficulties in their endeavors must not cause them to fail. The 
self-sacrifice they offer may seem like too high of cost with seemingly no benefit. But Jesus, as their 
Rabbi, gives them a blessing and gives them something eternal to hold on to.  

Matthew 5:11-12 – Jesus explains the blessing to the persecuted. 

Jesus changes from a proverb to specific teaching. Jesus expounds upon the final beatitude. 

Jesus moves from third-person pronouns (those, their, they) to second-person (you, your). 

Not only are they blessed (makarios), but they are commanded to rejoice (chario) and be glad (exult). In 
fact, this is exactly the way they responded. Acts 5:40-42; 1 Peter 1:6, 4:12-16. It took some time for the 
teaching of this passage to take hold, but eventually, the apostles, especially Peter, had the teaching change 
his mind. 

When they are hated, persecuted, threatened, and blasphemed because of Jesus, they are to rejoice and exult. 
They are commanded to display joy because of the future promises.  

The apostles have already dedicated themselves to Jesus, having been chosen to be the ones who carry 
the message of truth to all Israel (Jerusalem, all of Israel, and lost sheep in the nations). Jesus already has 
a reward for them delineated (Matthew 19:27-30). 

Persecution for Israel is inevitable, and when they are persecuted, they must keep their eyes upon their 
reward and not become discouraged. 

The difficulty they endure is not unique. All the prophets in the history of Israel were persecuted. The 
apostles will share in the suffering and in the glory of their Lord and their predecessors. There are many 
statements in the text that repeat this unfortunate reality. The apostles knew this, and the early church 
repeated this often (Stephen).  


