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QUESTION: Matthew 12:31-32 – What does it mean to blaspheme against the Holy Spirit? 

DEFINITIONS 

English 

Merriam Webster 

blas·phe·my | \ ˈblas-fə-mē \ 

plural blasphemies 

Definition of blasphemy 

1a: The act of insulting or showing contempt or lack of reverence for God 

1b: The act of claiming the attributes of a deity: “for a mere man to suggest that he was divine could 
only be viewed as blasphemy”— John Bright 1889 

2: irreverence toward something considered sacred or inviolable 

Oxford 

1: The action or offense of speaking sacrilegiously about God or sacred things; profane talk. 

2: Great disrespect shown to God or something holy 

3: Something said or done that is disrespectful to God or something holy 

Webster’s 1828 

Noun - an indignity offered to God by words or writing; reproachful, contemptuous, or irreverent words 
uttered impiously against Jehovah. 

Blasphemy is an injury offered to God, by denying that which is due and belonging to him or attributing to 
him that which is not agreeable to his nature. 

In the Middle Ages, blasphemy was used to simply denote the blaming or condemning of a person or thing. 
Among the Greeks, to blaspheme was to use words of ill omen, which they were careful to avoid. 

1. That which derogates from the entitlements of God. 

Hebrew  

ףַדּג  – gádêph 

Hebrew Lexicons – 

To cast aspersions upon God by speaking or acting contemptuously or disdainfully. 

Revile, speak evil, i.e., speak in a manner to harm another in some manner 

To cut off with opprobrious words; to reproach, to revile. 

Numbers 15:30; 2 Kings 19:6 
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Greek 

 
  

βλασφημέω – verb ‘to demean through speech’, an especially sensitive matter in an honor-shame oriented 
society to speak in a disrespectful way that demeans, denigrates, maligns 

ⓐ in relation to humans: slander, revile, defame someone: speak evil of  

ⓑ in relation to transcendent or associated entities: slander, revile, defame, speak irreverently / 
impiously / disrespectfully of or about a deity; God in Israelite/Christian; God’s name; God’s Spirit; 
Christ  

Βλασφημία – noun ‘speech that denigrates or defames, reviling, denigration, disrespect, slander’ 

ⓐ any kind of speech that is defamatory or abusive,  

ⓑ specifically against humans and transcendent entities 

βλάσφημος, – adjective ‘characterized by that which is defaming, denigrating, demeaning’  

DOCTRINAL SUMMARY  

No sin of man is more obviously a repudiation of God and insult to Him as God than that of blasphemy, 
which sin in its usual form consists of taking a name of Deity upon the lips in an empty, idle, and 
insignificant manner. There is such a sin as that of addressing God Himself with blasphemy. The antichrist, 
the beast, the man of lawlessness will assault God and His name (Rev. 13:6), and thus in the hour of God’s 
judgments upon men, they will blaspheme God and curse His name (Rev. 16:9, 11, 21). However, 
blasphemy, in general, is not addressed to God and consists in an irreverent use of His name in oaths and 
curses addressed to other people or things. Over against this may be cited the formal reverence on the part of 
Israel when for centuries they, without consideration for God, refused to pronounce the name of Jehovah, 
considering that particular name too sacred for human utterance. 
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1.  THE OLD TESTAMENT DOCTRINE.  This doctrine is set forth in the following Scriptures: Exodus 20:7; 
Leviticus 24:10–16; 1 Kings 21:10–23; 2 Kings 19:6, 22; Isaiah 37:6, 23, 65:7. The punishment for blasphemy, 
like that related to every other of the Ten Commandments, was stoning unto death. It is asserted that David’s sin 
caused the enemies of Jehovah to blaspheme (cf. 2 Sam. 12:14). 

2. THE NEW TESTAMENT DOCTRINE.  A much wider range for the possibilities of evil through blasphemy 
is presented in the New Testament. A fivefold division may be suggested. 

BLASPHEMY BY JEWS AGAINST CHRIST, which took place according to Acts 13:45 and 18:6: “But 
when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spoke against those things which were 
spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming”; “And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he 
shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean: from henceforth I 
will go unto the Gentiles.” In light of risking the penalty of being stoned, it is evident that the hatred for and 
resistance of the truth on the part of the Jews toward Christ was as violent as it could be. The precise form 
of their blasphemy is not revealed. It was probably a direct cursing of Christ, whom the Apostle proclaimed 
to be God manifested in the flesh. 

BLASPHEMY IN RELATION TO THE HOLY SPIRIT. This special form of attack has been termed the 
“unpardonable sin.” That blasphemy against the Holy Spirit in a certain form was said by Christ to be 
something unpardonable is certain. After the Jews had ascribed to Satan the works which Christ did by the 
Holy Spirit, it is written that Christ said to them, “Wherefore I say unto you, all manner of sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. And 
whosoever speaks a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaks against the 
Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.” (Matt. 12:31–
32; Mark 3:28–30).  

First, it should be noted that this sin against the Holy Spirit consisted of asserting that Christ’s works, which 
were brought about by the Holy Spirit, were accomplished by Satan. This situation could not be found now 
since Christ is not in the world as He was then, nor is He undertaking, in the same way, to do works by the 
Holy Spirit. In a unique time, there was a unique sin. When we approach this passage in our Matthew study, 
we will discuss what being unforgiven means. 

3. BLASPHEMY IN GENERAL. Taking of the name of God in vain as is prohibited by Exodus 20:7 consists 
of using a name of Deity with an oath, whether consciously or carelessly done. Usually, the thoughts of the one 
profaning the name are not directed to God in any sense at all. 

Sure, there is the misuse of God’s name in our culture. But to blaspheme means to speak evil against the 
name, person, character of the Triune God and of Jesus Christ. We must respect the God of creation and the 
Judge of all the Earth. We should not speak against God or give the enemy any occasion to blaspheme, but 
there is no application for the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit today. 


