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REVIEW 

So far, we have had two lessons. The first lesson revolved around the reality of rewards. We demonstrated 
that the rewards passages focus on recompense for faithful service as opposed to salvation passages which 
offer eternal life as a free gift. Eternal life is not a prize to be won, and once we are born into His family, we 
are eternally secure. Rewards are a reality and are part of our evaluation as believers, but this evaluation is 
never to determine if we have or keep eternal life. 

In the last lesson, we concluded that the one who will evaluate us is Jesus Christ Himself. He will not only 
look at what we have done, but He will also evaluate our motives and then determine what is rewardable. 
Remember, it is doing the right thing for the right reason that is rewardable. We looked at the works that are 
rewardable: ministry to the body, evangelism, supporting those who are working, and resisting temptation 
(avoiding sin), but all these actions must be done as a desire to please God by means of the instructions found 
in the Word of God. 

REWARDS 

There are a few paths that one can take in regard to rewards. One could look up all of the words that contain 
reward language:	μισθός (misthos) – This noun refers to something earned due to a particular action or 
attitude. ἀποδίδωμι (apodidōmi) – This verb is used to describe giving payment in return for something. 
ἀνταποδίδωμι (antapodidōmi) verb AND ἀνταπόδοσις (antapodosis) noun – μισθαποδοσία (misthapodosia) - 
κομίζω (komizō) – This verb means to obtain, receive back, regain what was lost or spent. 

You would find over 90 uses of these words. Some have nothing to do with the evaluation of the believer, 
some speak of the evaluation in regard to Israel and Jews (we could find a principle that may apply, but 
we have to be careful about being specific about what will be rewarded to the church economy saint), and 
then there are specific verses about what to expect as rewards for believers. 

In the Synoptic Gospels, there are several passages about God repaying with a reward for those who do what 
is right for the right reason (Matthew 6:1-6). In Luke (19:11-19), there is a parable of the minas (be careful—
the principle of reward is authority, and for those who do much, great will be their reward.) Interestingly, 
these words are not used in John, but there is a principle of rewards in John 12:26. 

The most often used idea in regard to reward is that of crowns, but that may not be exclusive. There are many 
theories about what rewards consist of and what crowns may represent, but there is one thing of which we can 
be sure—the reward of God will be far beyond any service or sacrifice we endure (Romans 8:18). 

The two extensive Scripture passages bearing on the doctrine of rewards are 1 Corinthians 3:9-15 and 9:16-
27. These have a reward (μισθός misthos), but neither talks about what the reward is except for the 
imperishable wreath. Most reward passages refer to crowns, which are widely accepted as rewards to 
believers for faithful service. 

Philippians 4:1; 1 Thessalonians 2:19 – These state that the people are Paul’s crown. This may refer to 
glory and not reward. One aspect of reward that may be inferred is that Paul’s work of service is what is 
being evaluated. 
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2 Timothy 4:8 – The crown of righteousness.  

1. This seems to be a longevity award—keeping (guarding) the faith (the doctrines that we believe) to 
the end. 

2. To the ones who have loved His appearing 
a. This is something all believers generally say, but there is more to this. What does it mean to 

love His appearing?  
b. It may refer to the self-evaluations of believers when they see Jesus.  
c. Are they confident in both the grace of God and the service they have rendered?  
d. Are they ashamed of having lived a life that is not in honor of God? 
e. Hebrews 10:35-39; 1 John 2:28 

James 1:12 – The crown of life is provided by God to the one who perseveres under trial. This crown is 
mentioned in Revelation 2:9-10. Here, perseverance is faithfulness to the end.   

1 Peter 5:4 – The crown of glory is provided to leaders and shepherds for good and proper and faithful 
service: protecting, feeding, and being an example to/for the flock. 

The difficulty is determining what these crowns mean or what they imply. One theologian suggests that these 
crowns are given by God so that the individual has something to offer to God in worship (Revelation 4:10). 

But crowns are often used to demonstrate authority. In the Millennial Reign, there appears to be an authority 
given to the faithful who serve in this life. 

1. 2 Timothy 2:11-13 – Endurance leads to reigning. It appears that there will be some level of 
authority in the kingdom, but to those who endure in this world, there is more in the next. 

2. Revelation 2:25-29 – He who keeps My deeds until the end will be given authority over the 
nations. 

3. 1 Corinthians 6:1-3 – Judge or have authority over the world and angels 

CONCLUSION 

The subject of rewards is a hard topic; the information is somewhat vague. No passage states outright 
what our rewards will be. We do know that evaluation for the purpose of rewards is a reality. We know 
what will be evaluated and is rewardable. We know that the rewards are primarily in the form of crowns. 

With both the references to reigning and crowns usually being a symbol of authority, I think it is safe to 
conclude that the rewards will be some form of authority in the Kingdom. What kind of authority? What 
will we do with that authority? That is unknown. We do know that God is not one to give us something 
that will frustrate us (Matthew 7:9-11). He knows what we are made for and what we can do. 

Some are concerned about levels of rewards and the envy of man. Remember that envy is a sin nature 
attribute. What we earn and what others earn will not be seen with contempt, knowing that God is the 
righteous judge.  

Genesis 1:26-28 – God made man to rule the world. I believe that the Millennial Reign will be a 
foreshadowing of the age to come, the sons of God will again rule all of creation (Romans 8:19). 


