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WHO WILL EVALUATE? 

As we saw in the last lesson, a believer’s life will be evaluated. But who will do the evaluating and when? 

A believer’s service is subject not to condemnation (punishment), rather it is subject to rewards. Rewards are 
the divine acknowledgment of the sacrifice and service rendered. This evaluation is completed at the “βῆμα 
bēma”, which is “the judgment seat” of Christ. 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 – Here we find the word “βῆμα bēma,” translated “judgment seat.” It is definitively 
declared that all believers must appear before the judgment seat of Christ (Romans 14:10; Matthew 16:27; 
Acts 10:42). The judgment is in the spiritual realm and raises neither the question of whether the believer shall 
enter heaven nor of whether he shall remain in heaven. 

Throughout the history of the church, there have been several misconceptions about who and when the 
evaluation will take place. Notice in these passages that there is no roll call of witnesses. The evaluator is 
Jesus Christ. This is also not in conjunction with the final judgment.  

Revelation 20:11-15 – There is a false message being pushed in evangelical circles that all people, 
believer or unbeliever, will be standing before this great white throne judgment, and only those who are 
good and not bad will enter into eternity. But notice in 21:8 the standard is very high. In 20:12, notice 
there are multiple books, ones with the deeds and one that stands apart, the book of life. Only those 
written in the book of life are to enter in.  

Those whose name is not written in the book of life are judged according to their deeds. The standard is 
the perfection and holiness of God. Who is being evaluated in this text? The dead. Are we dead? Who are 
the dead? Unbelievers. 

WHAT WILL BE EVALUATED? 

1 Corinthians 3:9-15, 4:1-5 – In this passage, the principle for evaluation is set. The believer who is once-for-
all established on the foundation, Jesus Christ, is said to be building either with materials that are subject to 
burning by fire or materials that are purified by fire. There is no reference here to “character building” since 
Christian character is produced in the child of God as a result of the now alive spirit in the believer that is 
being fed properly (Ephesians 4:11-16; Galatians 5:22-23; 2 Peter 1:1-9). It is the believer’s good works or 
service that are being evaluated. These are the works that God has determined that we should walk in 
(Ephesians 2:10). 

1. This passage is about those who build upon the foundation and has a direct application of those in 
ministry working to build up the body of Christ. 

2. A secondary application is also evident; this is the principle of works being tested. All believers will 
have their building materials examined. 

3. The building material is not good works and bad works. Both materials seem to have worth in human 
evaluation, but God will test them with fire. Then the quality will reveal itself. 

4. Suffering loss is not punitive; the one being evaluated believed he did great and rewardable work, but 
then he has nothing left after the test of quality. 

5. The quality is evaluated by the revealing of the hidden things, the motivation of each one’s work.   
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1 Corinthians 9:15-27 –  

1. Paul is charged with a task; he must do what God has instructed or there will be woe. 
2. But if Paul does the task willingly, because he wants to, he has a reward (misthos). 
3. Verse 18 does not answer the question, what then is my reward? The question concludes the thought 

from verse 17. Paul is stating if he does what has been entrusted to him against his will, what then is 
my reward? The answer is nothing. 

4. Paul’s actions in verses 19-23 are done in light of his desire and willingness to be a “sunkoinōnos” 
with the gospel. It is not an imperative, but it is a good example. Paul’s heart as a willing participant is 
on display and we can learn from him. 

5. Service unto the Lord is allegorized with a race. In the following context, failure in the race is falling 
as the Israelites did—living a life in opposition to the Lord. To complete the race, live a life that is 
done in honor and glory of God (10:31-33). 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 – Paul states that we have the ambition to please Him because we will be evaluated by 
the Lord Jesus Christ. What will be evaluated? “The things that are done in the body, whether agathos or 
phaulos." 

“agathos” means good in accordance with a godly standard. 

“phaulos” does not mean bad or evil. Rather this is a qualitative word that evaluates something as “being 
low-grade or substandard” or “inferior in quality.” This should be translated as worthless, base, or paltry. 

It cannot be too strongly emphasized that this judgment is unrelated to the problem of sin; it is for the 
bestowing of rewards, not a punitive evaluation. For the believer is not judged (John 3:17-18, 5:24). 

Here, Paul states we should be pleasing. This word is “euarestos” meaning acceptable, well-pleasing. 

Romans 12:1-2 – What is acceptable to God? A living and holy sacrifice by being transformed in the 
renewed mind so that you would demonstrate what the will of God is, that which is good and 
acceptable and complete. 

Romans 14:16-18 – Serving Christ in righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit is acceptable 
to God and approved by men. 

Philippians 4:15-18 – Supporting efforts to spread the Gospel, helping those with physical provisions 
who are working in ministry is acceptable to God. 

James 1:2-4, 12; 1 Peter 1:6-7 –  

Resisting temptation to sin by means of the Word of God (this speaks to motivation) produces something 
that is imperishable and results in a crown. 

Functioning in a world through the doctrines that we believe, avoiding sin, and evaluating this life through 
the biblical worldview instead of the worldview of Satan and the system he has created are honorable to 
God and will be rewarded. 

It is important to understand that not every seemingly good work is rewardable. It must be both good 
according to God and be coupled with the proper motivation. 


