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Ephesians 3:1-13 – The Church’s Mission (Paul’s Encouragement to the Church) 

Now that we have identified what this new administration is, that is the make-up of the church is both of 
believing Israelis and believing Gentiles, we can now move onto the mission of the church.  

Because this text is built from the difficult section of 2:11-22, the controversy has already been handled, and 
we can progress a little more quickly than previously.  

Ephesians 3:1-13 – Initial Observations 

Verses 1-13 is a paragraph in which Paul speaks in two veins.  

The first begins and ends this paragraph. Paul is in prison for teaching that the Jew and Gentile in one 
new entity. Because Paul was called to this task specifically and is a benefit to the Gentiles in particular, 
Paul says not to “lose heart” in this situation because it is “for their glory.” The mission was so 
important that Paul has no problem being mistreated for their benefit. Consequently, they should not 
diminish that sacrifice by giving up. 

The second is about the inclusion of the Gentiles and that this newly revealed administration is now the 
bearer of the manifold wisdom of God. This mission of the church is stated here. The benefits of being 
in the body of Christ are clear, here we learn about the responsibility of the church. 

The content of this paragraph is mostly very easy and if the first two chapters have been understood then the 
content will be easily absorbed. The goal of this section is twofold, first to explain Paul’s mission then to 
explain the church's mission, the anticipated outcome is that they do not lose heart. Evidently, the reality of 
Paul’s arrest and possible death sentence is causing the church in Ephesus to become discouraged. 

Ephesians 3:1-2 – Review  

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is indeed offensive to both Jew and Greek, but during this time, the preaching of 
Jesus was more tolerable as it was deemed a sect of Judaism. What was intolerable to the Jews was when 
Gentiles were included in the promises and participation in the administration of God. It is for this reason 
that the Jews demanded Paul’s imprisonment and death, and consequently, Paul is in prison for this.  

Verse 2 introduces the fact that the Ephesus saints had heeded the administration of the grace of God. The 
administration of the grace of God means that the rules have changed. In times past, a person followed the 
law to be blessed, but now we are blessed when we believe. The proper response is to act in appreciation for 
what He has already provided.  

Ephesians 3:3-7 – Paul’s Mission – Making Known the Mystery Part 2 

This passage is not difficult to translate, but the content is fantastical. In this text, we have the manner in which 
the message was transmitted, then the content of the message. 

Verse 3 contains the main sentence of verses 1-7. “The mystery was made known to me by revelation.” The 
subject is “the mystery” followed by the verb “was made known” and “to me” is the indirect object. Even 
though “by revelation” is in the accusative tense, it is a prepositional phrase and is not part of the main sentence. 
I add it because of the emphasis placed on this prepositional phrase. Prior to the sentence, this prepositional 
phrase is used: “by revelation.” 
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Revelation is “ἀποκάλυψις apokalypsis;” the verb “ἀποκαλύπτω apokalyptō” is also used in verse 5, “has 
been revealed.” Revelation is one of those words that we look at and acknowledge but do not appreciate. 

The word means “making fully known (especially of divine mysteries); uncovering (of the head);” 

Normally when we are taught anything it is communicated through a teacher. Timothy and Titus were 
taught by Paul. What does it mean that it was “made known according to revelation?” There are a few points 
that need to be made: 

1. Revelation is in opposition to being taught by men.  
2. Revelation of this mystery is what God uses to establish the church. With the complete written 

Scripture, the universal church is established. Locally there are enough mature believers in this body 
to state that this local church is established. Being established is not mystical it is a group coming to 
terms with the content of God’s truth. 

3. Revelation means that this is something that cannot be understood or learned through reason or 
evidence looking within our creation.  

The message is called the mystery. μυστήριον mustērion – something that is or has been hidden. Every 
mystery in the New Testament has been revealed. This does not mean that everything we would consider 
mysterious has been revealed, but when this word is employed, the revelation is provided. There is no need 
to go through all the details now, but we can state what is revealed: 

1. The mysteries of the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 13:11) 
2. The mystery of Christ’s cross-work mission (1 Corinthians 2:6-8) 
3. The mystery of wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 2:6-16) 
4. The mystery of the Resurrection of those who are alive, the rapture (1 Corinthians 15:51) 
5. The mystery of lawlessness (2 Thessalonians 2:7) 
6. The mystery of godliness (1 Timothy 3:16) 
7. The mysteries of revelation (Revelation 1:20; 10:7; 17:5; 17:7) 

Every other mystery in the GNT is about the mystery of the ekklesia (the church). Ephesians uses this word 
six times. All six times refer to some information about the church. 

Ephesians 1:9 – introduces the fact that God has made know a mystery 

Ephesians 3:1-13 – our current passage where the mystery is further explained as to the content, 
message, and mission 

Ephesians 5:25-33 – The church is compared to the marriage relationship, where Christ died for and 
provided for her, and we are his body. 

Ephesians 6:19 – Paul desires to expand and proclaim this mystery 

This is where we left off, and we pick up with Paul’s message about the mystery of the church. 

Ephesians 3:1-13 – Reread 

Concluding with our sentence we see that Paul writes about this mystery, also called the mystery of 
Christ in this context.  

Paul already referred to this mystery in Chapters 1-2 of this letter. 
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That this mystery was not made known to sons of men is well established. The church was not revealed 
nor prophesied prior to Christ. 

Paul mentions that the mystery has been revealed to the apostles and prophets. This is important because 
Paul is not the only one to reveal this information. 

1. Acts 10:1-11:18 – This is the account of Peter and Cornelius. The report of Peter is particularly 
important (Acts 11:11-18) 

2. Acts 11:19-22 – Preaching to the Gentiles happens sometime later  
3. Acts 13 – Paul and Barnabas go to the Gentiles 
4. Acts 15:32-41 – Silas a Prophet encourages the brethren and then travels with Paul. 
5. Acts 18:1-4 – Aquila and Pricilla, Jews who helped Paul in Corinth and Ephesus and served in 

Rome, in lieu of apostolic leadership (Romans 1; 16) 
6. Acts 18:24-28 – Apollos a Jew helping the believers in grace  

Paul’s insight into this mystery is a fascinating phrase. The word insight is “σύνεσις sunesis” 
γνῶσις gnosis- knowledge 
σοφία Sophia - wisdom 
φρόνησις phronesis – Thinking it through 
συνίημι suniēmi – Verb; mental word meaning bringing it all together 
σύνεσις sunesis – Noun; how everything flows or fits together 

Understanding this paragraph allows to reader to bring all the information together to see how God has been 
working, is working, and will be working in humanity to bring about His truth to a world in need.  
When we complete this paragraph, we will summarize the plan of God; for now, we will say that having a 
body of believers with an objective source is the most effective method for transmitting the will of God, 
better than anything else during the Messianic Age. 

Verse 6 contains three “sun” words  
In Ephesians 2:19-22, there are also three “sun” words:  

συμπολίτης sumpolitēs – fellow citizens 
συναρμολογέω sunarmologeō – being properly fit together 
συνοικοδομέω sunoikodomeō – built together 

Now in Ephesians 3:6, we have: 
συγκληρονόμος sugklēronomos - Fellow heirs 
σύσσωμος sussōmos – one flesh together, fellow body members 
συμμέτοχος symmetochos – Fellow partaker 

In both sections, these words in their form are unique. But the word for fellow heirs is more widely used.  
συγκληρονόμος sugklēronomos - Fellow heirs – This is a compound word that takes the word for heir 
and adds the prefix “sun” (together with). This word is used four times. The writer of Hebrews uses it in 
Hebrews 11:9 (The Hall of Faith chapter), talking about how Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are all fellow 
heirs of the same promise. 
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1 Peter 3:7 is used to emphasize how husbands and wives out to act in accordance with their reality 
“being heirs together of the grace of life.” 
Paul uses this word again in Romans 8:17 (Read 8:14-17). Here the unification is the believers as 
being fellow heirs with Christ. 
If both Jews and Gentiles are fellow heirs of Christ, then it should be obvious that both are also 
fellow heirs of the promise. The root word for inheritance was seen in Ephesians 1:14 and 1:18. To 
re-emphasize, the promise is guaranteed to all who believe, so the Gentiles are fellow heirs of the 
promise with the Jews. 
Several verses reaffirm that being an heir of the promise is by grace through faith: 

Galatians 3:18; 1 Peter 1:3-5; Romans 4:13-16 
Being heirs of the promise of the world is also stated in Romans 8:18-23 

So, we are fellow citizens in God’s household, being fit together with fellow believers being built into a 
house that is God’s dwelling in this administration. Regardless of nationality or ethnicity believers are 
fellow heirs of the promise of the world and fellow members of the one body and we all partake together in 
that promise through Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 6:2-3). 

What this is not is believers coming into the promises of Israel. There are several promises made in the 
Hebrew Scriptures. The promises made to Abraham include the heir of the world, but also include a 
biological line creating the nation that was chosen by God. That nation will have many benefits that are 
not for Gentile believers. 
Inheritance of the world, also called the inheritance of the Kingdom of God, is not the same as the 
Kingdom of Heaven (the promised restoration of Israel with God on the throne) but it does run 
congruently. Our inheritance and the inheritance of Israel run side by side with Jesus Being the king of 
both at the same time. 

It is this good news (gospel) that was entrusted to Paul, and other Apostles and Prophets. Paul’s primary 
mission was for this message (Acts 9:15; Galatians 2:7-10). This is not an exclusive ministry, but it was a 
focus of Paul’s ministry. 

 


