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WHO IS A BELIEVER? 

There are several monikers that are used for what are typically called Christians today. The term Christian is 
only used three times in the New Testament (Acts 11:26; Acts 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16). The term is not derogatory 
in scripture and has been the primary designation for one who believes for many years. 

“Believer” or “One who believes” is the most typical moniker used in Scripture. Other identifiers include saint, 
of the Way, the elect, “ekklesia,” children of God, brothers and sisters (aldelphos).  

How does one become designated as a believer, saint, child of God, etc.? Believe in Jesus. To be convinced that 
He is the God who came into creation as a human. To believe that He lived a sinless life and died for the sins of 
the world. To believe that He gives eternal life freely as a gift based solely upon His grace and promise. 

If you are convinced that this is true, then you are a believer and currently have eternal life. 

If you think that this is not true, then you are an unbeliever and Scripture says you will be judged by your 
works compared to the righteousness of God, and all who fall short of His righteousness will go into 
everlasting judgment. 

If you are on the fence, contemplating the proposal, not sure if it is true, but trying it out, then you are an 
unbeliever. I urge you to deal with your doubt and come to the knowledge of the truth. 

THE BELIEVER’S CURRENT SPIRITUAL CONDITION 

As a believer, you have a different spiritual designation, a new spiritual reality. You are now born of God, a 
child of God, and an heir of God. You currently have eternal life. You have the Holy Spirit, and your spirit has 
been made alive. You are reconciled to God and have peace with God. We have assurance not based upon our 
behavior or our feelings but based upon His promise and His veracity. Once we believe, we are eternally secure 
in His promise. 

Believers have a special spiritual connection because we have believed the truth. Our relationship is not based 
upon the superficial nature of this world, rather we are now kin, and that relationship will never change. This is 
not due to how we behave but who we are. Because we are all in Christ, we are part of the same body. This is 
the basis for unity, and the standard of unity is the doctrines of God. 

THE BELIEVER’S CURRENT DILEMMA 

The imputed righteousness of God, our eternal destiny, and having both an alive spirit and the indwelling Holy 
Spirit does not change our character. But because of our reconciliation with God, we can learn to function in 
such a way that is pleasing to our God and Savior. Our dilemma is that our sin nature is not expelled, nor is my 
previous character altered. Changing my character and limiting the effectiveness of my sin nature takes training. 
This is not understood by most and is woefully undertaught. 

False Claims: 
1. Being a believer will make your life better (be happier, better marriage, more success…) 

2. Being a believer means that your sin issues get easier. The more aware you are of the righteousness of 
God the more sin is often brought to light. 
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Why then did we believe in Jesus? 
1. It is true 

2. The Gospel is an eternal truth with possible temporal benefits 
As a believer we often diminish the difficulties of life, it is not a good selling point. Sin penetrates everything 
and we are not excluded from its effects. Believers need to be trained to deal with sin and have both the right 
mental attitude and make good choices to live this life to its maximum satisfaction.  

As a believer, we must realize that personal sin is always equally sinful (and condemnable) as it is to an 
unbeliever.  

The believer not only has the internal battle but there are also adversaries. The world works against us 
having been polluted by sin. The ruler of this world is Satan (Ephesians 2:1-3; John 12:31, 16:11) and his 
world seeks to destroy us (2 Corinthians 2:11; 1 Peter 5:8). The world’s system confuses us as to what is 
valuable and worth our efforts, what we call success, and what is shameful. The world’s goal is to diminish 
our effectiveness as God’s representatives in a fallen and rebellious world. Because of this, we get distracted 
or rebel against the God who saved us. However, “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). 

Being free from condemnation does not mean that there are not results of sin. There are natural results of sin 
and there is divine intervention in response to believers’ sin. 

The natural results of sin are self-explanatory. When we do something sinful, we can reap the results of 
this behavior. If we gossip against someone, we can be shamed or lose a friend. If we are violent, 
violence often finds us. 

There are also authorities to whom we are responsible (Romans 13:1-4; 1 Peter 4:14-15). It is an 
expectation that if one is a murderer, thief, evildoer, etc. then there is an expectation of societal 
retribution. It is God who established this method of control over evil.  

Divine intervention into a believer’s life is first discipline and then, if necessary, a final act of grace.  

Discipline of the Lord is teaching, instruction, and equipping. It is rooted in Scripture and is delivered by 
a teacher or mentor. The Lord’s discipline is not physical or punitive during this administration.  

The final act of grace is the death of a believer. This is where God calls home the believer as a response 
to sin and prevents the believer from living in persistent rebellion. 

THE BELIEVER’S REMEDY 

The resource of our defense is the Word of God (Psalm 119:11). Resist the schemes of the devil through 
both understanding and use of the Bible (Ephesians 6:10-17). It is the Word of God that we use to live our 
lives, walking by our spirit so that we resist the flesh (Galatians 5:16-18). It is the Word of God that 
instructs us (2 Timothy 3:16-17), and the grace we’ve received motivates us (Titus 2:11-14). If we do sin 
(and we will), we deal with it by first understanding that Jesus has advocated for us (1 John 2:1-2; Romans 
8:31-39). Now that we have been freed from sin and are no longer under law, stop giving in to sin and live 
your life in accordance with His grace and your new reality (Romans 6:10-14). 


