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REDEMPTIVE PROGRAM 

The Bible can be broken down to see various themes in the text. The primary theme is the glory of God, who He 
is, what He does, and what His messages are. 

A sub-theme is the redemptive program. This is one of God’s messages seen from beginning to end. After the 
fall of Adam, God declares that He Himself will fix the problem with the fall. This fix is not simply a 
declaration but an intended action. From Genesis 3:15 through all the writings in the Hebrew Scriptures, we see 
how the Messianic Hope was given to Israel (to proclaim to all nations) and finally realized in the person of 
Jesus Christ. In Jesus Christ, God took action to pay for sin and redeem man as well as all creation. 

TRIUMPH OVER SIN 

After the fall of Adam, he being the progenerate of all human life, every person that is born from the seed of 
man, inherits a nature that is prone to rebellion and a soul/spirit that is dead (Romans 5:12-14, 17-19; Ephesians 
2:1-3). Left to ourselves man is unholy, wretched, rebellious, sinful, evil, and depraved (Romans 3:9-18). 

The declaration of man’s position is not only what was inherited, but we also know that we ourselves are sinners 
and rebellious. Romans 3:23 – For all have sinned and all short of the glory of God. 

Since man is born of Adam, we know that sin has dominion over man. Man is under sin; this implies that God’s 
judgment is necessary. We are not under God but under sin, and God must deal with that.  

The problem is that man cannot save himself, man cannot fight the war we created. Trying to fix the sin 
problem in ourselves or our creation is like trying to dig ourselves out of a hole. 

What is God’s solution? In Jesus Christ, God took action to pay for sin and redeem man and all creation. 

God coming into His creation, in humanity to fix the problem that we caused. 

Galatians 4:3-5 

John 1:29 

Colossians 2:13-14 

Romans 5:6-8 

1 Corinthians 15:3 

1 Timothy 1:15 

1 Peter 2:24 

1 John 2:2 

The payment for sins is well established in the text. Very few who claim Christianity dispute the purpose of 
Jesus’ sacrifice. Some try to limit it by saying that Christ only died for those who would be saved. The payment 
for sin is completed for the whole world. All sin for all time was paid for at the cross. 

There are four basic understandings:  

1. Christ’s death was a substitution for sinners 

2. Redemption in relation to sin  

3. Reconciliation in relation to man 

4. Propitiation in relation to God 
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The primary point of the death of Jesus Christ is substitution and payment for sin. This does not mean that other 
achievements are not evident, but all other points revolve around substitutionary atonement. This provides the 
saving and eternal purpose of the sacrifice of Jesus. 

SUBSTITUTION FOR SINNERS 

 A. The Concept of Substitutionary Atonement 

Substitutionary or vicarious atonement means that Christ suffered as a substitute for us, instead of us, 
resulting in paying for our sins. 

Without this substitution, man would have to pay for sin himself, collectively and individually. 

B. The Evidence for Substitutionary Atonement 

The Old Testament provides the format and the shadow of the reality that would come. The Old Testament 
Levitical sacrificial system is rooted in the innocent animal being sacrificed for the physical atonement of 
the one who committed the offense. 

The Old Testament saint did not sacrifice an animal for spiritual redemption; they did not receive eternal 
atonement for sacrificing a lamb. Rather it was done to atone for sins in respect to the Law and their 
ability to stay in God’s favor so they would continue in the blessing and provisions of the Lord in the land. 

The animal’s death took the place of the death due the one offering that animal. The system clearly taught 
substitution. The believer was performing in the Levitical system in anticipation of the sacrifice that God 
promises. 

Galatians 3:13 - the substitutionary nature of Christ’s death stands out clearly. We were under a curse. He bore 
that curse. We have been removed from the curse. 

As seen in Galatians 4:5, Paul reiterates this truth and states that believers have been completely removed from 
being under the Law and have become sons. 

Redemption may be summarized around three basic ideas.  

(1) People are redeemed from something; specifically, from the penalty of sin.  

(2) People are redeemed by something; specifically, the sacrifice of Christ.  

(3) People are redeemed to something; specifically, into life and into God’s family. 

 

IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS 

So why are not all redeemed? Why does someone not have life and is still destined to hell? It is because of a 
lack of righteousness that God demands to enter into His glory. The “δίκη dikē” word group contains many 
cognates (slide of dike word group) 
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Romans 9:30-10:4 

Romans 4:1-5 

Romans 5:1 

Romans 8:33  

Galatians 2:16 

Galatians 3:2 

Philippians 3:9 

Titus 3:5-7 

Eternal life is granted to those who believe; the disqualifier isn’t sin but disbelief. 

John 3:18 

John 3:36 


