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THE WRITTEN PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 
 

1. Jonah? 2. Obadiah? 3. Joel? 4. Amos 

5. Hosea 6. Isaiah 7. Micah 8. Nahum 

9. Jeremiah 10. Zephaniah 11. Habakkuk 12. Ezekiel 

13. Daniel 14. Haggai 15. Zechariah 16. Malachi 

 
THE PROPHETS SO FAR 

The main goal of our study is to review the prophets placing them historically within the narrative of the 
Old Testament and to understand what they say about the Messiah, His Kingdom, or the events that will 
lead up to His arrival. 

As we have progressed through the prophets, we have seen that the Messianic predictions have been woven 
into the prophetic message to David, Israel, Judah, and the nations. The main content of the books of 
prophecy is judgment and a call to return to the Lord through the keeping of the Mosaic Covenant. 

Isaiah contains the most information about the identity and function of the coming Messiah and some of the 
most descriptive information of how the Messiah will first come as a suffering servant and will sacrifice 
Himself for the redemption of all. 

Moving forward from Isaiah, the prophecies against Judah begin ramping up with the sin of Manasseh 
found in 2 Kings 21:1-18 (695-642 BC). After Manasseh, only King Josiah did what was right in the sight 
of the Lord, but the rest of the kings bring nearly 100 years of tremendous wickedness, injustice, idolatry, 
and murder. God’s justice is manifested in the judgment against Judah in the Babylonian captivity recorded 
in 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles and foretold by Jeremiah.  

The captivity didn’t happen all at once. In 605 BC, Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah after defeating the 
Assyrian Empire and taking over Nineveh. It was during this first invasion that Daniel was taken along with 
many of the prominent Jews into Babylon. 

From 605 to 586 BC, Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar pressed against Judah to control Judah.  When 
Jehoiachin rebels against Nebuchadnezzar in 597 BC, Jerusalem was sieged, and Nebuchadnezzar 
replaced Jehoiachin with his uncle Mattaniah (Zedekiah).  

Zedekiah also rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, and in 586 BC, Jerusalem and the Temple of YHWH 
are destroyed as prophesied by Jeremiah and Ezekiel. The rest of the land and the people of Jerusalem 
were taken into exile. 

Jeremiah writes what the Lord declares that Judah will be in exile seventy years (Jeremiah 25:11-12, 
29:10). Daniel reads Jeremiah’s prophecy (Daniel 9) and begins to prepare himself and the exiles for a 
return to Judah. In Ezra 1, God moves Cyrus to restore the Jews and return the temple artifacts to Israel 
(Ezra 1:1-4, 7). In the process of building the temple, adversaries come against the Jews and cause 
them to cease building the temple (Ezra 4:4-7). But through the agency of Haggai and Zechariah, work 
on the temple was restarted and God protected them (Ezra 5:1-2; 6:14-15). Last week we studied the 
prophecy of Zechariah. Today is the prophecy and encouragement of Haggai.  
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Timeline  

606 – Babylon Presses against Judah – Captivity begins 
586 – Jerusalem destroyed 

537 – Exiles return 
520 – Temple work resumes (Haggai and Zechariah) 

515 – Temple complete 
450 – Jerusalem repopulated 

444 – Jerusalem fully rebuilt with its walls and security 
432 – Nehemiah restores the Law and the end of the Old Testament narrative (Nehemiah 13) 

430 – Malachi – The last of the prophets in the Hebrew Scriptures (next prophet is John) 
Haggai – 520 BC 

In contrast with Zechariah, Haggai stops prophesying after the encouragement of 520 BC. 
The Book of Haggai is a prophetic book that is set in a complementary narrative. The book begins with a 
specific time and a specific situation. The time is found in Haggai 1:1, 15, 2:1, 10, 18. With these dates, we 
can see that his recording of this book began and finished in about 4 months. 

Outline 
1. Why Are You Not Building? (1:1-15) 

2. Builders Encouraged (2:1-9) 
3. The Builders Need to Be Cleansed Before Building (2:10-19) 

4. Promise to Zerubbabel (2:20-23) 
Overview  

The book is one large claim of the spoken word of the Lord.  Twenty-three times the book references the 
fact that the message is from God, an amazingly large number for only 38 verses. That’s more than every 
other verse! The phrases never indicate that this is the general thought of God, rather the phrase “declares 
the Lord” or “says the Lord” is widely used, and, therefore, this book makes the claim of speaking for God. 
The overall picture that is derived from the structure and outline is that God demands respect. God expects His 
people to do what they are supposed to do, perform to the standard that the Lord has set, and God will bless 
those who hear and respond properly. 
This is one of the only prophets that was successful in the task given him in that the people responded and 
finished the task of building the temple   

Messianism 
The section that is most focused on is 2:1-9. Instead of spending their resources of money and time, God 
rebukes the Israelites by demonstrating that He has always had dominion over the most precious materials.  
Verse 9 concludes this prophecy by stating that the temple in this prophecy will be greater than Solomon’s 
temple and, in this temple, God will give peace. The passage does not indicate that the temple is being built 
is not the temple of this prophecy. They may have thought this would be the last, but through Ezekiel’s 
prophecy in chapters 40-48, they should have known that the last temple was not the temple they were 
building.  
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Some have argued for an allegorical interpretation of this prophecy, that it is speaking of Herod’s temple, 
that Jesus is the “Desire of nations,” that the glory of God entered into that temple, and that He brings 
spiritual peace.  None of these suppositions is supported by a lexical or contextual study.  The temple of the 
end of days will be fully complete when Messiah rules in His forever kingdom from that place, and in that 
temple, He will bring peace to Israel and all nations. 

Malachi – 435-420 BC 
Looking solely at internal evidence, the date of the prophecy points to the late 5th century BC, most likely 
during Nehemiah’s return to Persia 435-420.  

Outline 

1. The Denunciation of Israel's Sins (1:1-2:16)  
a. Reminder of God's Love for Israel (1:1-5) 
b. Rebuke of the Priests (1:6-2:9)  
c. Rebuke of the People (2:10-16) 

2. The Declaration of Israel's Judgment and Blessing (2:17-4:6)  
a. Coming of a Messenger (2:17-3:5) 
b. Challenge to Return (3:6-12) 
c. Arrogance Against the Lord (3:13-15) 
d. Consolation to the Faithful Remnant (3:16-4:6) 

Overview  
Only a small number of exiles had returned to Judah from Babylon (538-536). The temple had been rebuilt 
under the leadership of Zerubbabel and the sacrificial system was renewed. After being back in the land of 
Palestine for only 100 years, the patience of the Jews has waned leading to a hardened heart toward God and a 
widespread departure from His law by both people and priests. Malachi rebuked and condemned these abuses, 
forcefully indicting the people and calling them to return to the Lord.  
YHWH repeatedly referred to His covenant with Israel (2:4, 5, 8, 10, 14, 3:1), reminding them of their 
unfaithfulness to Him despite His love for them (1:2-5). The promises that have come about in the restoration 
from the Babylonian captivity and the future promises of Messiah in Zechariah had not resulted in them being 
prepared but rather in complacent. In this book, God rebukes both priests (1:6-2:9) and the nation (2:10-16); 
the prophet reminds them that the Lord is coming and one that would prepare the way for Him (3:1). But they 
must prepare. 

Messianism 
His coming would first bring judgment and not victory (70th week of Daniel, Jacob’s Trouble). This 
judgment would refine and purify the people, and only those left would see the redemption of Israel (3:2-3). 
To avoid being refined by the Lord, God wanted them to refine themselves by returning to both the practice 
and intent of the Law (4:1-6). Two points needing clarification are the words heart and return. What is the 
remedy? It is not an emotional return but an understanding and full dedication to the Word of God. 

The next step of the prophetic history is the sending of Elijah.  


