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Ephesians 2:11-22 – The Church United Under Jesus Christ 

What is the basis for this unity between Israel and Gentile? The answer is in Ephesians 1:1-2:10 and this is 
also fully expounded in Romans 2:1-3:30 

1. Equally guilty of sin 

2. Every person needs to have forgiveness and justification before God 

3. Everyone is saved by grace through faith 

4. Since we are all guilty and all saved the same way, then there is no division in the church. 

5. For the church to be functional, the distinction of nationality needs to be dismissed. 

There are five sentences in this paragraph 

11-12 –  You Gentiles remember that you were separate from Christ. 

13 –  But now you have been brought near. 

14-16 –  For He Himself is our peace. 

17-18 –  We have our access to the Father in one Spirit through Him. 

19-22 –  You are no longer strangers and aliens but you are citizens together with the saints and 
household of God. 

This section is not about the reconciliation between God and a person; it is about the reconciliation of Israel 
and the Gentile nations with the Lord. 

Ephesians 2:11-18 – Review 

The Gentile nations were excluded from the revelation of the promises. Israel was supposed to be the light 
to the nations but failed and refused. Likewise, the nations did not believe and refused to consider the truth 
of YHWH. 

The message is no longer isolated to Israel but has been sent out to all the world. Also, those who are in 
Christ, regardless of Israeli or Gentile, are in the administration of God. 

What did Jesus do? He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, who has broken down the wall of 
separation. The law of commandments and ordinances are made useless to this new entity. 

How did Jesus do it? His sacrificial death on the cross is effective in creating this new entity, believers in 
both Israel and the Gentile nations. 

What are the results of what Jesus did? The answer is contained in the “so that:” 

• He would make both into one new man 
• He would establish peace 
• He would reconcile them 
• He would put to death the enmity (between Israel and the nations) 
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What does it mean to have access? 

1. This imagery would have been clear; access is important. Our ability to directly communicate with 
God is a fundamental privilege. That access is through Jesus Christ and it is a spiritual 
communication. What are we talking about? Prayer 

2. This is about being presented to the Father through the Son. The spiritual reality is that we are in the 
presence of God, spiritually, not physically. This would mean that all are equal in position before 
God because of Jesus Christ.  

3. Being in the presence of the Father means that we can request what is needed (not necessarily what 
is wanted) as we align ourselves with His will (Eph 3:14-19; Hebrews 4:14-16; 1 John 5:14-15). 

Ephesians 2:19-22 – The Churches Unity in the Household of God 

Paul brings to a conclusion the understanding of the previous verse and makes the obvious point. The 
combination “ἄρα οὖν” is unique to Paul. This combination is used 12 times in the New Testament, and all 
of them indicate using all contextual information given to form one inferential collective conclusion.  

“οὐκέτι ἐστὲ” The verb is “eimi” in the Present Tense. The negative particle is a compound word “ouk” and 
“eti,” used over 50 times. The definition is “the extension of time up to a point but not beyond, no more, no 
longer, no further.” This is why the typical translations have this as “you are no longer.”   

“ξένοι καὶ πάροικοι” (xenoi kai parikoi – strangers and aliens), an expression that indicates, “all who, 
whether by natural and territorial demarcation or by the absence of civic privileges, were not citizens.”  

“But you are,” the verb is repeated for emphasis. 

Now comes the not so difficult part. “…you are fellow citizens with the saints and are of God’s household.”  

The controversy is in the theologians that take this to mean that Gentiles are now part of Israel. Without 
making presumptions, let’s just read it. It states that you are fellow citizens. Who are the “you?” The ones 
that were far off but have been brought near. The Gentile half of the new man.  

The joining as citizens is not into Israel but God’s household (Philippians 3:20-21). Most equate this as 
proselytes but that is not stated nor is it implied. Everything in this text indicates a new entity, not a nation 
of earth but heavenly citizenship. 

The term “συνπολίτης sunpolitēs” is a cognate of the word citizenship used in Philippians. The prefix “sun” 
is used to draw unity between two groups that have historically been divided. The “ἁγios hagios” is not to 
be restricted to Jews, the patriarchs, or OT believers, but is a comprehensive name for believers in Jesus 
Christ, the “ekklesia,” the whole community of believers in Christ without distinction of Jew and Gentile.  

“καὶ οἰκεῖοι τοῦ Θεοῦ: and household of God.” Galatians 6:10; 1 Timothy 3:14-16 – This is in the general 
sense of one closely connected by way of birth, adoption, or of a strong common bond without any specific 
reference either to the house of God or to the οἰκεῖοι as forming one family (Hebrews 3:2-6). 

Who has built this house? Jesus is the cornerstone; the apostles and prophets laid the foundation. This new 
entity is the new man; and now, this new entity is called the household of God. This house is organic, 
growing and being fitted together, and is the dwelling of God. 

In this text, there are three “sun” words. The first one we have already seen (fellow citizenship). 
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“συναρμολογέω sunarmaologeo” This tri-compound word takes a word for join together (as in marriage) 
or joint (knee, elbow) with “lego” meaning to speak. This means “to join together to form a coherent 
entity.” The only other place that this is used is in Ephesians 4:16. What is introduced in Ephesians 2 is 
fully explained in Ephesians 4. 

“συνοικοδομέω sunoikodomeō” This takes a cognate of household as a verb (Present Passive 
Indicative). Being built up together. 

Conclusion  

We have spent seven lessons in verses 11-22 – the purpose of this slow movement is not to overwork the 
text but to break down some misconceptions and prepare the learner for the next chapter. 

To fully understand this passage, we must first understand the difficulty of the Jews and Gentiles to become 
one unit under a new banner. 

Unlike other texts where Paul is warning the Gentile believers not to follow customs or attempt to 
follow the Mosaic Law, the issue seems to be a question of who is more important in the function of the 
body of Christ (the church).   

In Jesus Christ, there is no longer any division between the nations in the church. The previous 
administration of Israel was to be the light and the pillar of truth; the church now has this distinction. 

The reason this distinction is gone is because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  

In verses 11-18, we observe doctrinal truth based upon the activity of Jesus Christ. Verses 19-22 give 
the natural inference of how this affects the audience. 

Theological Impact 

The impact that this had upon the Ephesian church would have been striking and hard to take in for both 
Gentiles and Jews. This is a break between both tradition and practicality. A Jew would have been a 
natural leader in a body of believers, having been trained in the Hebrew Scriptures. An individual or a 
more educated group is naturally going to be yielded to as an authority. 

But the problem is that the ability to lead and teach is not based upon nationality any longer. If a Gentile 
Ephesian demonstrates the discipline, ability, and character of a leader, then it is a good thing for him to 
desire to be a leader (1 Timothy 3:1-7). 

Leadership and teaching do not cause superiority, they create a responsibility.  

In the more modern church, we tend to place teachers, theologians, and pastors in a special group and 
think of them as being more spiritual because of what they do, their name, and their legacy. Some 
people have a name they inherited, and because of their father, they are expected to be teachers 
themselves. 

There is no generational authority; there are no expectations placed upon the children of teachers. 

Not being a teacher is not a lack of importance; every person in the household of God is valuable, and 
every action to build up the church and to reach out to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ is 
fulfilling the mission of the church. 

 


