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Who Is Man? - Origin  

 

THE REAL QUESTION 

As is often the case, a doctrine of God is really a question of worldview. Questions about anthropology, the 
study of man, are answered according to the student’s theology. There are really only two worldviews: either 
man is a result of random mutations and variations or a result of special creation. The latter demands that we, 
being part of this creation, both respect and seek the One who created, while the former means that we are the 
height of evolution and no one is an authority over mankind. 

The study of anthropology incorporates all that makes up man’s being, both material and immaterial, and must 
include many various disciplines. But our task is to view these disciplines through the lens of Scripture. 

WHO IS MAN? – ORIGIN  

The evolutionary theory speaks of man as a product of chance through beneficial mutations and natural 
selection (survival of the fittest or luckiest) over a very long period of time. 

If one begins with a philosophy that God does not exist or isn’t the God of a literal understanding of the 
Bible and begins solely with the evidence in the natural world, evolution as is it taught is still untenable.  

To state this another way: even if a person removed all revelation, one had never heard of the Bible, the 
Bible never existed, or no supernatural being is considered, then the evidence that we have today would not 
result in the conclusion of spontaneous life and the slow change of one species turning into modern man. 

The study of origins as interpreted from observations in the natural world and origins as historically 
described in the Bible are not in opposition. Observation tells us that the account found in Scripture is 
evidenced in the natural world.     

The Bible teaches that man is the direct result of creation by God’s own hands. He is not a product of chance or 
directed evolution but was created the same day as the animals to be caretakers of God’s creation (Genesis 2:7-
8, 15, 1:28) 

WHO IS MAN? – IMAGE OF GOD 

Any belief about the origin of man other than the one based on Scripture results in man just being a higher form 
of animal without any priority or value over other animals or anything in nature. Man is not worth more than an 
animal, a tree, or bacteria. Many have seen mankind as a plague on the Earth and the source of imbalance in 
nature. 

When reading the creation account, we understand that man is a special creation of God and different from 
animals and plants. Both plants and animals were spoken into existence, came out of the earth, and many of 
each were initially created. 

With man, however, God voiced His intentions, He formed Adam from the ground (as opposed to spoken 
into existence), He only made two, and He gave them authority over the animals. 

The creation of man was planned (Genesis 1:26), was direct, special, immediate, and with intent (Genesis 
1:27, 2:7, 18-22). This does not mean that plants and animals were not planned, but the communication of 
recording God’s intent with man indicates a special connotation. 
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Animals are not simply a commodity, they are to be valued and cared for:  

Deuteronomy 22:6-7, 25:4 

Exodus 23:12 

Proverbs 12:10, 27:23 

However, man is worth more and is more valued than animals: 

Matthew 6:26 

Genesis 1:26-28 

The sacrificial system places a priority on man over animals in that the innocent animal is used as an 
atonement for sin. 

In Genesis 1:26-27, the words image and likeness are used to describe the uniqueness of man in creation. 

The Hebrew words in Genesis 1:26–27 are tselem and demuth (translated in the Vulgate by imago and 
similitudo). The equivalent New Testament words are eikon and homoiosis. “Tselem” means a fashioned 
image, a shaped and representative figure, or an image in some concrete sense. “Demuth” refers also to the 
idea of similarity, but more in the abstract form than the exact nature of the previous (Ezekiel 1:28). This 
seems to communicate the very difficult idea of man being the reflection of God, but at the same time, man 
is not exactly the full representation of God. 

This tells us that man is a special kind of creation, is provided with special qualities, with a special design, 
and with a special purpose. 

Genesis 9:6 – In order to maintain proper respect for human life, God instructs the post-flood world to adopt 
capital punishment. If an animal or another man kills a person, then man is instructed to kill in retribution 
because God made man in His image.   

James 3:8-12 – The taming of the tongue is very difficult. James admonishes the readers and demonstrates 
that it is both shameful and ironic that we praise and speak well of God with the tongue, and then right after, 
we curse and speak evil of man who is made in the likeness of God. 

CONCLUSION 

The biblical doctrine of man begins with the observation that the creation of man was planned, intentional 
direct, special, and immediate.  

Man is not only a creation of God but the pinnacle of His creation, being the only one that is made in the image 
of God and commanded to have authority over creation. How does this affect how we view ourselves? 
Understanding our worth as being in the image of God should motivate us to live in respect of our identity. 

Taking the lesson from James, every person is made in the image of God, and that means that everyone is 
worthy of respect, not because of their character but because of the reality of each one being in the image of 
God.  


