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The Arrest and Trial of Jesus 

During the holiday of Passover, Jesus the Messiah was taken into custody by a cohort of Roman soldiers 
at the behest of the Sanhedrin, the religious ruling class of Israel. After an illegal trial where no sin was 
proven, the Jews requested of Pontus Pilate that He be tried in a Roman court and sentenced to die. 

“Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again and called Jesus and said to him, "Are you the King of the 
Jews?" 

"Are you saying this of your own accord," replied Jesus, "or did others say this to you about me?" 

"Am I a Jew?" answered Pilate. "Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. 
What have you done?" 

"My kingdom is not of this world," replied Jesus. "If my kingdom were of this world, my servants 
would have fought to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But my authority as king is not 
of earthly origin."  

"Are you indeed a king?" said Pilate. 

"You are right in saying that I am a king," replied Jesus. "For this purpose I was born, and for this 
cause I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who loves the truth listens to 
my voice." 

"What is 'truth'?" said Pilate.” 

The Scourging of Jesus Christ   

Pilate sent Jesus to Herod and, after some questioning, Herod sent Jesus to be scourged.  

The governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and assembled the whole regiment before him. 
And they stripped off his garments, put a scarlet robe on him, braided a crown of thorns, put it on his 
head, and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, shouting, "Hail, King 
of the Jews!" Then they spat on him and took the reed and hit him on the head. 

The Conclusion of the Trial 

After Jesus went back to Herod, Pilate declared openly that there was no fault with Jesus, but the Jews 
stirred up the crowds to demand that Jesus be crucified because the Jews had no king but Caesar.  

Jesus, therefore, came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the scarlet robe. 

"Behold, here is the man!" said Pilate. 

When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" 

"Take him and crucify him yourselves," said Pilate, "for I do not find him guilty of any crime." 

"We have a law," answered the Jews, "and according to that law he should die because he claimed to 
be the Son of God." 

When Pilate heard this, he became even more alarmed and went into the Praetorium again and said 
to Jesus, "Where did you come from?" 

But Jesus did not answer him. Pilate, therefore, said to him, "Aren't you going to speak to me? Don't 
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you know that I have the authority to release you, and the authority to crucify you?" 

"You would have no authority at all over me unless it had been given to you from above," replied 
Jesus. "Therefore, he who handed me over to you is guilty of the greater sin." 

Hearing this, Pilate renewed his efforts to release Jesus. But the Jews shouted, "If you release this 
man, you are not a friend of Caesar! Everyone who sets himself up as a king proclaims treason 
against Caesar." 

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place 
called The Pavement (in Hebrew, Gabbatha). Now it was the Preparation Day of Passover, about the 
sixth hour. Pilate said to the Jews, "Behold, your king!" 

"Away with him, away with him, crucify him!" they shouted. 

"Shall I crucify your king?" asked Pilate. 

"We have no king but Caesar," answered the chief priests. 

Then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified. 

Jesus Led to Calvary  

And after they had mocked Jesus, the soldiers stripped the robe from him and put his own garments on him, 
and led him away to crucify him. And he went out bearing his cross. And as they went their way, they came 
upon a man of Cyrene named Simon, and they compelled him to carry Jesus' cross. 

And there followed him a great crowd of people, and of women who bewailed and lamented him. But Jesus 
turned to them and said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children. For behold, the days are coming in which they will say, 'Blessed are the childless, the wombs that 
never bore and the breasts that never nursed.' Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall on us!' and 
to the hills, 'Cover us!' For if this is what they do when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?" 

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 

Seven Sayings of the Crucifixion  

1) Matthew 27:46 - tells us that about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, 
Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Here, Jesus 
was expressing His feelings of abandonment as God placed the sins of the world on Him—and 
because of that, God had to “forsake” Jesus. Jesus in His humanity was separated from the Father 
and He cried in anguish. 

(2) Luke 23:34 - “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” In an example of 
Grace and Mercy, Christ requests in the midst of their mocking Him that the Father does not hold 
this sin against them.  

(3) Luke 23:43 - “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” In response to the 
believing thief Jesus stated that when they died, he would be with Jesus in heaven.  

(4) John 19:26-27 - “Dear Woman, here is your son!” and “Here is your mother!” When Jesus saw 
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His mother standing near the cross with the Apostle John, whom He loved, He committed His 
mother’s care into John’s hands. And from that hour John took her unto his own home. Jesus, as an 
example of His selflessness and desire for Mary to be cared for, passed off the responsibility to John, 
making sure she is cared for after His death. 

(5) John 19:28 - “I am thirsty.” An allusion to Psalm 69:21: “They put gall in my food and gave me 
vinegar for my thirst.” By saying He was thirsty, He prompted the Roman guards to give Him 
vinegar, which was customary at a crucifixion, thereby fulfilling the prophecy. 

(6) John 19:30 “It is finished!” – We will return to this  

(7) Luke 23:46 - “Father, into Your hands I commit my spirit.” After the sacrifice is accepted and 
knowing His death was imminent, He entrusted Himself to the Father as an example for us to follow 
as well (1 Peter 2:21-25). 

It Is Finished 

John 19:28-30 

People debate the order of these sayings, and some think “it is finished” was the last. Regardless, 
Jesus saying “τετέλεσται tetelestai” occurs before He dies. The fact that this is stated before His 
actual death has caused many to pause in wonder at the statement. 

The verb is in the Perfect Indicative and means that work has been completed and the effect of the 
work is perpetual. The meaning of the word is “to complete an activity or process;” “to carry out 
an obligation or demand;” “to pay what is due.” 

The word itself is used twice in John 19:28-30 in the exact same form; verse 28 “After this, Jesus 
knew that now at last all things had already been accomplished τετέλεσται…” 

This leads us to the question, what did Jesus accomplish? Most people read this and simply state that 
the payment for sin had been accomplished. This word group “τέλος telos” is used six other times in 
John. Here are some pertinent uses: 

John 4:34 

John 5:36 

John 13:1 

John 17:1-26 

Based upon these passages, there is a work to accomplish. This includes: 

1. There were signs to perform – miracles to demonstrate who He is.  
2. There are prophecies to bring to completion. 
3. There was a message to proclaim both to Israel and the whole world.  
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4. There was a goal in mind – to love His disciples as an example. 
5. There is a sacrifice to make – to be handed over to godless men and to die as a sacrifice for sin.  

It is this last point that we normally focus upon. The sacrifice of Jesus completed for all time what the 
shadow sacrifices of the Old Testament could only typify. Now there is no other sacrifice for sin. The sin 
problem that causes man and creation to be separated from God is now fully and once for all atoned.  

Conclusion 

There is much more that can be said about this statement. To fully understand it, we must continue to 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Only John records this statement, and this indicates that John himself heard it during the last minutes 
of Jesus’ fleshly life. It also indicates that a study of John and the work that was to be accomplished 
according to this account is a good start. 

But there is still more. The life, work, message, and death of Jesus must be pondered for a lifetime in 
all aspects to understand to the best of our ability what He meant when He said “τετέλεσται 
tetelestai!” But our day does not finish with the death of Jesus….   


