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Ephesians 2:11-22 – The Church United Under Jesus Christ 

What is the basis for this unity between Israel and Gentiles? The answer to this is in Ephesians 1:1-2:10 and 
this is also fully expounded in Romans 2:1-3:30 

1. All are equally guilty of sin. 

2. Every person needs to have forgiveness and justification before God. 

3. Everyone is saved by grace through faith. 

4. Since we are all guilty and all saved the same way, then there is no division in the church. 

5. For the church to be functional, the distinction of nationality needs to be dismissed. 

There are five sentences in this paragraph 

11-12 –  You Gentiles remember that you were separate from Christ. 

13 –  But now you have been brought near. 

14-16 –  For He Himself is our peace. 

17-18 –  We have our access to the Father in one Spirit through Him. 

19-22 –  You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens together with the saints and 
household of God. 

This section is not about the reconciliation between God and individuals, it is about the reconciliation of 
Israel and the Gentile nations with the Lord. 

Ephesians 2:11-16 – Review 

The Gentile nations were excluded from the revelation of the promises. Israel was supposed to be the light 
to the nations but failed and refused. Likewise, the nations did not believe and refused to consider the truth 
of YHWH. 

The message is no longer isolated to Israel but has been sent out to all the world. Also, those who are in 
Christ, regardless of Israeli or Gentile, are in the administration of God. 

What did Jesus do? - He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, who has broken down the wall of 
separation. The law of commandments in ordinances are made useless to this new entity. 

How did Jesus do it? - Through sacrifice, the death on the cross is effective in creating this new entity, 
believers in both Israel and the Gentile nations. 

What are the results of what Jesus did? These are contained in the “so that:” 

• He would make both into one new man 
• He would establish peace 
• He would reconcile them 
• He would put to death the enmity (between Israel and the nations) 
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Ephesians 2:17-18 – The Churches Access to the Father 

The basis for the church’s access to the Father is that all have had peace proclaimed to them and the enmity 
that came about from the Law has been rendered ineffective. 

To revalidate this point, Paul possibly alludes to Isaiah 57:19 (Read Isaiah 57:14-21). What does this 
passage tell us about the text in Ephesians? The difficulty in reviewing this passage is that it is not a direct 
quote. Paul does not say, “As Isaiah says….” The similarity is striking, but is Paul referring to this passage? 

19 Hebrew Scriptures contain the words “near and far,” and most of them have no connection to the 
concept in Ephesians (Deuteronomy 13:7). But in other passages, the connection has more relevance.  

Isaiah 33:13-20 – the judgment of God is being proclaimed near and far. The nations (verse 3) and Israel 
will look at Zion after the judgment and see the salvation of the Lord (21-24). 

Jeremiah 25:17-29 – The Lord, through Jeremiah, gives a prophecy that He will judge the near and the 
far, the wicked nations (verse 31). 

Ezekiel 22:1-5 – Those who are near and far will all mock Israel for their sins, and mighty Israel, God’s 
Chosen Nation, has fallen (verses 15-16). 

The use of the phrase near and far is not technical, but in these contexts biblically, it does appear that it 
can refer to Israel and all the nations or “everyone in the world.” Interestingly, the NASB95 is the only 
major translation that has this as a direct reference. 

Paul’s use as an allusion to this imagery is not intended to draw the reader back to Isaiah. Some believe 
this allusion is a prophecy concerning the church. That is not established, and Paul does not say that the 
church is prophesied in the Hebrew Scripture (Ephesians 3:4-6, 10). There is an eternal purpose that God 
had, and the church is not an afterthought, it just was not revealed to prophets of the Old Testament. 

Paul is simply stating a fact, “Jesus having come proclaimed the good news, peace to you, to those far away 
and peace to those near” (literal translation). 

The verb is “εὐαγγελίζω euangelizō,” the verb form of the noun “εὐαγγέλιον euangelion” which we 
translate “gospel, good news.” Very few translations have “proclaimed/preached the good news of peace,” 
but that is a very acceptable understanding of this verse. 

In Ephesians 6:15 – again this is not a quote. This passage is the only reference to the gospel of peace. I 
have not fully looked into this, but is the gospel of peace, the peace that is between God and a person, or 
is this a referent to the Ephesians 2 passage, the peace between Israel and the nations? 

In verse 18, the first observation is the reference to “Him,” “Spirit,” and “the Father.” Is this a possible 
reference to the trinity in a very casual way? We have to look at “Spirit” more carefully. 

This sentence does not follow typical writing (Subject, Verb, Object). The sentence begins with the 
prepositional phrase through Him, emphasizing it so the reader will not lose sight of the means of access. 
The pronoun obviously refers back to Christ Jesus in the context (13-14). 

The verb is “ἔχω echo” and is in the Present Indicative – This indicates that the possession is current. We 
have access currently. 
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The both is here and in verses 14, 16, and 18, and is a referent to Israel and the nations. 

The object is (the) “προσᾰγωγή prosagōgē.” The root word is “ago” meaning to bring, to lead. With the 
prefix “pros” to face, towards. This noun means to lead someone to present before. The verb “προσάγω 
prosagō” is used significantly in 1 Peter 3:18. 

The noun is used three times. 

Romans 5:2 – We have access to this grace in which we stand. Faith led us and presented us to grace. 

Ephesians 3:12 – This all ties in. The church has not only access through Christ Jesus but boldness (use 
of speech that conceals nothing, frankness, openness) and access in confidence (a state of certainty, 
assurance of the outcome). 

This verse is used to establish the doctrine of access as “a unified body” to the Father. To understand 
Ephesians 3:12, one needs to have understood 2:17-18. 

The access is to the Father. We must understand that access to the Father had been strictly prohibited. In the 
Hebrew Scriptures, only a select few could enter into the presence of the Father. Either the Father granted 
access (Moses and the elders at Sinai) or it was done with strict procedures once a year by the priests.  

What does it mean to have access? 

1. This imagery would have been clear—access is important. Our ability to directly communicate with 
God is a fundamental privilege. That access is through Jesus Christ and is a spiritual communication. 
What are we talking about? Prayer 

2. Presentation. This is about being presented to the Father through the Son. The spiritual reality is that 
we are in the presence of God, spiritually not physically. This would mean that all are equal in 
position before God because of Jesus Christ.  

3. Being in the presence of the Father means that we can request what is needed (not wanted) as we 
align ourselves with His will (3:14-19; Hebrews 4:14-16; 1 John 5:14-15). 

“ἐν ἑνὶ πνεύματι” - in one spirit 

Is this the Holy Spirit or is it “unified in one breath?” Paul uses this term one spirit six times. 

1 Corinthians 6:17, 12:9, 13; Ephesians 4:4; Philippians 1:27 

I am convinced that the context plus the majority of Paul’s uses of the number card in front of 
“πνεύματι” indicates that this is the Holy Spirit. 

The right is ours only through Christ; likewise, it is realized in the Spirit. Both Jew and Gentile have the 
same Spirit and He functions in both. Also, both have continuous access to God from whom they were 
once far removed. God, whose access was restricted in the Law, is now fully accessible through Christ 
in one Spirit because the obligation of the Law has been fulfilled in Christ through His life and sacrifice. 
Now we can approach the Father without fear.  


