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THE WRITTEN PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 
 

1. Jonah? 2. Obadiah? 3. Joel? 4. Amos 

5. Hosea 6. Isaiah 7. Micah 8. Nahum 

9. Jeremiah 10. Zephaniah 11. Habakkuk 12. Ezekiel 

13. Daniel 14. Haggai 15. Zechariah 16. Malachi 

 
THE PROPHETS SO FAR 

The main goal of our study is to review the prophets placing them historically within the narrative of the 
Old Testament and to understand what they say about the Messiah, His Kingdom, or the events that will 
lead up to His arrival. 

As we have progressed through the prophets, we have seen that the Messianic predictions have been woven 
into the prophetic message to David, Israel, Judah, and the nations. The main content of the books of 
prophecy is judgment and a call to return to the Lord through the keeping of the Mosaic Covenant. 

Isaiah contains the most information about the identity and function of the coming Messiah and some of the 
most descriptive characteristics of how the Messiah will first come as a suffering servant and will sacrifice 
Himself for the redemption of all. 

Moving forward from Isaiah, the prophecies against Judah begin ramping up with the sin of Manasseh 
found in 2 Kings 21:1-18 (695-642 BC). After Manasseh, only King Josiah did what was right in the sight 
of the Lord, but the rest of the kings bring nearly 100 years of tremendous wickedness, injustice, idolatry, 
and murder. God’s justice is manifested in the judgment against Judah in the Babylonian captivity 
recorded in 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles and foretold by Jeremiah.  

The captivity was not all at once. In 605 BC, Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah after defeating the Assyrian 
Empire and taking over Nineveh. It was during this first invasion that Daniel was taken along with many 
of the prominent Jews into Babylon. 

From 605 to 586 BC, Babylon, under Nebuchadnezzar, pressed against Judah in order to control 
Judah (2 Chronicles 36:5-7; Daniel 1:1-4). The taking of these first captives was meant to weaken the 
resolve of Judah and train her nobles to be subservient to Babylon. Many do not consider this group to 
be exiled, more political prisoners. After reconsidering this, I think this should be the first exile.  

When Jehoiachin rebels against Nebuchadnezzar in 597 BC, Jerusalem was sieged, and 
Nebuchadnezzar replaced Jehoiachin with his uncle Mattaniah (Zedekiah). During this time, the 
second exile took place, and they were taken into exile (2 Kings 24:8-17). This would mean that 
Ezekiel would have been in the second group of exiles. 

Zedekiah also rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, and in 586 BC, Jerusalem and the Temple of YHWH 
are destroyed as prophesied by Jeremiah and Ezekiel. The rest of the people of the land and Jerusalem 
were taken away into exile (2 Kings 25:8-12). 
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Jeremiah writes what the Lord declares that Judah will be in exile seventy years (Jeremiah 25:11-12, 
29:10). The exact date that is used for this seventy-year prophecy is debated. Is it when the first exiles 
were taken or was it when the king (representative of the people) was taken or was it in 586? Does the 
fulfillment of this prophecy happen in 536 with the proclamation of Cyrus which is seventy years 
from the first exiles, or when the temple is completed in 515 which is about seventy years from the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple? I am convinced that it begins with the original exiles, 605 
through the decree of Cyrus in 536 BC. 

DANIEL – 605-535 BC 

Daniel bridges the entire seventy years of the Babylonian captivity (1:1, 27 and 9:1–3). Nine of the 12 
chapters relate revelation through dreams/visions and their interpretations. Daniel was God’s mouthpiece to 
the Gentile and Israeli Nations concerning the last days. Daniel prophecies from the current Gentile power 
through the last Gentile power before the last Kingdom, The Kingdom of the Messiah. 

Daniel was written to inform and encourage the exiled Jews by revealing God’s program for them and the 
entire world. Prominent above every other theme in the book is God’s sovereign control over the affairs of all 
rulers and nations and their final replacement with the Messiah King.  

One key aspect of Daniel is how the exile was used to promote the truth of YHWH regardless of Israel’s 
failures and how the Gentile kings were humbled by the involvement of God through Daniel’s ministry. 

God will sovereignly decree in this book that He will allow Gentiles to dominate Israel, i.e., Babylon (605–
539 BC), Medo-Persia (539–331 BC), Greece (331–146 BC), Rome (146 BC–632AD), Islamic Caliphates 
(632-1922 AD), and all the way to the second advent of Christ. These Gentile Nations are presented in 
chapters 2 and 7. Regardless of who seems to be in charge, Daniel presents that the God of creation is the one 
who is ultimately in control of history and brings about His true King, whom we know to be Jesus Christ, 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 

OUTLINE OF DANIEL 

Daniel has an easily defined break in the book. 

Chapters 1-6 are about Daniel’s life and record his interactions and those of others who are exiled in Babylon. 

Chapters 7-12 are about the prophetic ministry given to Daniel directly through dreams and visions. 

J. Vernon McGee titles these two divisions with cleverness: 

I. The historic night with prophetic light, Chapters 1-6 

II. The prophetic light in the historic night, Chapters 7-12 

OVERVIEW OF DANIEL 

Chapter 1 - Daniel is taken with many nobles during the first exile in 605 BC. The audience is told of Daniel’s 
resolve and behavioral righteousness along with his three friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. They 
refuse to eat the king’s food because it was against their dietary restrictions. They made a deal with the 
commander with whom the Lord was intervening. Their wisdom demonstrated that they were the best of the 
wise men, better than any other person in the kingdom (1:17-21). Their wisdom and behavioral righteousness 
are also commemorated in Ezekiel (14:13-14, 19-20, 28:1-3). 
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Chapter 2 – Daniel becomes instrumental in the kingdom as King Nebuchadnezzar makes an impossible 
decree, and it is through a dream that we have our first prophetic revelation. After Daniel receives both the 
content of the dream and its meaning, he tells the king and is placed in a position of great authority (2:48-49). 

Chapter 3 – Nebuchadnezzar made for himself a golden image, perhaps after the model in his dream, and he 
commanded that all bow down and worship the image. Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah refuse to do so and 
are threatened with being thrown into the fiery furnace (3:16-27). Daniel is not mentioned; perhaps he was not 
there or was exempt from the decree. 

Chapter 4 – This is a strange chapter. It is written from the perspective of Nebuchadnezzar (4:1-4, 34-37). The 
vision and the interpretation are fulfilled in the life of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Chapter 5 – This chapter jumps ahead at least 23 years. Nebuchadnezzar ruled from about 600-562 BC, and 
then three kings fought over the throne for the next 6 years. Afterward, Nabonidus reigned for a few years, 
and his son, Belshazzar, took his place and ruled for a few more years.  

This chapter in Daniel records the last night of Belshazzar’s rule. While giving a feast and defiling the 
vessels of the Temple of YHWH, there appeared handwriting on the wall. Daniel was brought in and 
interpreted the writing on the wall (5:25-31). 

Chapter 6 – This is the last chapter of the historical section of Daniel. Darius the Mede and servant of Cyrus 
was placed as the sub-king over Babylon. Darius made Daniel one of three commissioners. Daniel was 
gaining favor with Darius, and the other commissioners laid a plan to trap Daniel. They have Darius make a 
decree that will force him to execute Daniel. In the end, Daniel served successfully through the reign of 
Darius into the reign of Cyrus the Great.   

Chapter 7 – In the first year of Belshazzar 

Chapter 8 – In the third year of Belshazzar 

Chapter 9 – In the first year of Darius 

Chapter 10 – In the third year of Cyrus  

Chapter 11-12 – In the first year of Darius? 
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CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF THE BOOK OF DANIEL 
 

Chapters 1 thru 4 Captivity and interpretation of dreams and visions.  

Chapter 7 Vision of the four beasts. 

Chapter 8 Vision of the ram and he-goat. 

Chapter 5 Belshazzar’s feast—conquest of Babylon. 

Chapter 9 Vision of the seventy weeks. 

Chapter 6 Daniel in the lions’ den.  

Chapters 10 thru 12 Daniel’s prayer and visions. 

From Daniel 2:4 to 7:28, the book is written in Aramaic (likely because the focus is on the Gentile nations). 
Daniel 1:1 to 2:3 and 8:1 to 12:13 are written in the Hebrew language." 

 

A POSSIBLE TIMELINE FOR DANIEL 
 

Approximate Date- Age Description 
605 BC- 15 Jerusalem oppressed by Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel and his three friends taken to Babylon. (1) 

602 BC- 18 Daniel and his friends complete their three years of training. Nebuchadnezzar has his dream and 
Daniel explains it. The golden image (2-3). 

586 BC- 34 Jerusalem and the temple destroyed by the Babylonians.  

556 BC- 64 Possible time of Nebuchadnezzar’s vision and resulting madness. (4)  

549 BC- 71 Possible beginning of Belshazzar’s reigning in Babylon. Daniel’s vision of four beasts. (7) 

547 BC- 73 Daniel’s vision of a ram and a goat. (8) 

539 BC- 81 Belshazzar’s feast (5). Cyrus, king of Persia, conquers Babylon and reigns until 530. Darius the 
Mede assumes power in Babylon (likely appointed by Cyrus). Daniel reads Jeremiah and prays 
and fasts for the Jewish nation. (9) 

536 BC- 84 Cyrus assumes control of Babylon and decrees that the Jews can return to Judea and rebuild the 
temple (Ezra 1). 

533 BC- 88 Daniel has his prophetic vision about the end times and conversation with an angel. (10) 

530 BC- 90 Cambyses reigns. The rebuilding of the temple is stopped. 

522 BC- 98 Another Darius reigns; Daniel has his final prophetic message. (11-12). The rebuilding is 
renewed in 520. The temple is completed in 515. 

 


