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Discernment – The Gospel – Romans 10:9-13  

 

POSSIBLE INTERPRETATIONS 

1. Catholic – Verbal confession of Jesus Christ as Lord is necessary to be saved. This confession is initial 
and is repeated in the life of the newly converted as a life of confession Jesus as Lord with the addition of 
confession of sins on a regular basis. 

2. Protestant – Typically this is understood as a verbal agreement about what God says concerning Jesus 
Christ and must be done in order to be saved from hell and to be saved unto heaven. Confession of Jesus 
as Lord is seen as a necessary result of “true” faith in Jesus Christ.  

• For those who believe that salvation cannot be lost, the true believer will never denounce Jesus and 
if one should deny Jesus, they never were saved to begin with. 

• For those who believe that one can lose salvation, this is formulaic to regain salvation and start over. 

3. Free Grace Theology 1 – The Jews needed to believe in Jesus Christ as their Messiah; in other words, 
they needed to confess Him, to admit that only Jesus could give them righteousness. Confess, therefore, 
has the same significance as believe. The confession, as with faith, is directed toward God, not men. 
Confess seems to be used in light of Deuteronomy 30:12-14 to refer to Israel's (and anyone's) need to 
agree with God that righteousness is only through the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ. It is readily 
available to those who admit God was and is right. 

4. Free Grace Theology 2 – Paul was writing to tell his believing Roman readers how one can escape (i.e., 
be saved from) the wrath of God temporally and eternally. He reminded them that one escapes the eternal 
wrath of God simply by believing in Christ as his Savior. He also taught them that one escapes the wrath 
of God here and now by living a godly life (cf. Rom. 1:18ff.) A believer is thus secure eternally but not 
temporally. That is, nothing a believer can do can lead to his experiencing the eternal wrath of God 
(Rom. 8:38-39). However, believers can and do experience the wrath of God here and now by sinning. 
The more we sin the more we experience God’s loving discipline. 

Confessing Christ by my words and deeds is not a requirement for salvation from hell. Rather, it is a 
requirement for salvation/deliverance from God’s wrath here and now. On the other hand, Romans 
10:9-10 affirms that salvation from God’s eternal wrath is by grace through faith alone. 

LGH - Literal (Normative) Grammatical Historical (Cultural) Review 

Audience: 

This was written to the saints (holy ones) who are in Rome. The group is comprised of both Jews and Gentiles 
who had different degrees of spiritual maturity. Paul wrote an exhaustive systematic theology because the 
church had not been established by an apostle and he was unsure if he would be able to make it there.    

Context: 

Romans 1-4 – The opening chapters review with the Roman believers the nature of God’s righteousness and 
that the only way to obtain His righteousness is through faith (4:1-5). 

Romans 5-8 – This section dictates the results of having been justified (declared righteous) by faith. It is about 
what we have because of who God is.  

Romans 9-11– This section is about Israel, its formation, its current situation, and its future. This section is 
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written to inform the church about the identity of Israel, what the future of Israel is, and what the church’s 
responsibility is concerning Israel. 

Romans 12-16 – Paul takes all the doctrine of the previous 11 chapters and launches into what the believer 
should do with the information. 

Words: 

Confess – “ὁμολογέω homologeō” The word means “to speak the same thing.” In classical Greek, this word 
has a legal connotation, “that which is agreed to.” The word would indicate a contractual agreement. Other 
uses would be to agree with a statement in a court. The use of “ὁμολογέω homologeō” carries with it a sense 
of openness, that which is agreed to, what is not hidden or kept in secret. The word does seem to carry a 
spoken aspect to it, but here, it is specific; it is with your mouth. 

That which is agreed to is “Lord Jesus.” The word as/in is added for clarity. The two nouns are in 
apposition to one another; but in Greek, Lord precedes Jesus. There is no definite article. With the lack of 
particles, it seems to indicate that which is to be announced. “ὁμολογέω homologeō” with the mouth is 
akin to saying, “call upon.” This is the only text (9-10) that has “ὁμολογέω homologeō” with the 
prepositional phrase “with the mouth.” This may be idiomatic to indicate “call out.” The words that are 
called out are “Lord Jesus.” 

Save – σῴζω sōzō – Save, preserve, make well, preserve. As always, we need to ask the context: “saved from 
what to what?”  

The use of this word group in Romans is striking. It is not used in Romans 2-4 where we have the most 
definitive passage in Scripture about how a person is justified before God. In Romans 5-8, it is used three 
times with a futuristic understanding of salvation. In chapter 13, the word salvation is used again as a 
future expectation. 

The bulk of its use is in Romans 9-11, where we have already established that the subject matter is Israel's 
past, present, and future. It is in this section where we run into the statement that can cause confusion 
when pulled out of context. 

Quick Exposition: 

In Romans 5-8:30, Paul demonstrates that God is for the believer. The conclusion of Chapter 8 states 
emphatically that there is nothing/no one who can come against us (Read 8:31-39). Paul askes four rhetorical 
questions in this vein, answering all of them with indisputable proof. Therefore, we can state the following: 

1. No one/Nothing can come against us 

2. No one/Nothing can charge us before God 

3. No one/Nothing can pronounce judgment because of our guilt 

4. No one/Nothing can separate us from the love of God/Christ 

There is nothing in the physical realm nor in the spiritual realm that can separate us. Nothing can happen 
in this life that means we have been separated from the love of Christ. Anything that happens in this world 
means nothing in regard to the provisions and love that God has already provided. 

The redemptive program does not mean that we are “saved” from the difficulties of this world. It is an 
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eternal proclamation and gives the ability to bear under the distress and potential persecution. 

Romans 9-11– In anticipation of the next logical question, Paul shifts to a discussion about Israel. The logical 
question that proceeds out of Romans 5-8 is “What about Israel?” Since we know that God will never leave 
us, He also made promises to Israel (National). What about them? 

Paul begins by informing the reader of who Israel is. To be an Israelite, one must be a son of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob.  

Next Israel has been the recipient of His mercy while other nations have been used to demonstrate His 
glory through destruction. The imagery of the vessel for honor and a vessel for dishonor is not about the 
individual but about God's use of nations for the purpose of His will. 

At the end of Chapter 9, we have a statement that begins the section with the verse in question (Read 
Romans 9:27-33). Here we see the obvious current situation blended with eschatology in view. 

In Romans 10, we begin a new pericope (section with discernable bookends). Romans 10:1 concludes in 
Romans 11:26. The topic of this entire section is the salvation/restoration/preservation of Israel. 

In order for national Israel to be saved, what is first necessary? The individual Jews to believe in the Lord 
Jesus. The problem with Jews’ belief in Jesus begins with the resurrection. Believing in the resurrection is 
akin for the Jew to say that everything else about Jesus is correct. This is why we have this truncated view 
of the gospel of the resurrection; it is the stumbling block for the Jew.  

Now, the word saved in 9-13 must be understood in this immediate context. As always, we ask saved from 
what? The preceding reference is 9:27 (Isaiah 10:20-23 – will return). Being that this verse is specifically 
about the last days, you will be saved is therefore not a reference to either spiritual salvation or to 
sanctification or to discipline but to the deliverance of the believer from destruction in the last days of the 
tribulation. 

Verse 10 restates verse 9 in reverse order. This verse clarifies and distinguishes the spiritual designation 
and the physical deliverance. In order to have the righteousness of God, one believes. This is consistent 
with Romans 3-4. In order to be preserved (saved) in the last days into the Kingdom of the Messiah (as a 
human), one needs to believe and call upon the name of the Lord; “Lord Jesus save us!” This is consistent 
with all of the Old Testament and Synoptic Gospels on how to escape the day of the wrath of God, the 
wrath of the Lamb in Revelation 6:16. 

Verses 11-13 provide additional proofs. Verse 11 speaks to belief unto righteousness, and verse 13 speaks 
to the call unto salvation. Verse 11 restates 9:33, which is a quote from Isaiah 28:16. This passage is used 
in conjunction with prophecy concerning the Christ, and that in believing there will be nothing that should 
cause shame. The one believing in Jesus is guaranteed a position with God, so there is no guilt from our 
horrible disfigurement (sinful nature) or our shameful task (sinful action).  

Verse 12 adds in Greeks (Gentiles) and indicates that this offer is valid to all. Once again, the timeframe is 
often misconstrued. Some relate this to the offer of the current dispensation, but we cannot take it out of 
the context. The offer of partaking in God’s grace has always been offered to all of humanity. The Gentile, 
during the Law, was able to join Israel (immigrate) and be part of the administration of God as well.  

Verse 13 makes clear what the offer is and when the offer is in effect. This is a quote from Joel 2. Joel is 
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about judgment (locusts). The Day of the Lord is used five times in every chapter. Although the book was 
written as a current warning, the prophecies were for the last day of the Lord (Joel 2) and the final wrath 
that is to come. There will be a small remnant on the Earth, a remnant of both Jews and Gentiles who will 
survive, who will be preserved, who will honor God, who will enter into the Kingdom (Revelation 20:1-3; 
Matthew 25:31-34). 

It is clear, for the individual to be preserved in the day of the Lord one must believe and call upon (declare 
openly) “Lord Jesus.” Israel is the vehicle that will initiate the second coming at the end of the 7 years of 
Jacob’s Trouble. Joel 2 generalizes this to individuals, but in Leviticus, God makes it clear when He 
would return (Leviticus 26:34-42). This is the message that Peter was presenting to the Jews, not knowing 
about the church age (Acts 3:17-21).  

To close the door on the claim that believe and call are synonymous, verse 14 demonstrates that they are 
separate entities. To conclude the chapter, Paul’s desire is for believers to take this message to the Jews in 
verses 14-21. Ask yourself this question in verses 14-21, “Who is the they?” 

What are we to do with this information? 

1. Paul was focused on placing the Jews into their prophetic history. 

2. Obtaining righteousness has always been obtained by faith; this will not change in the Last Days. 

3. Salvation, being saved, is about preservation from the wrath of God and into the Kingdom of God. 

4. This information was to evangelize (proclaim) to the Jews so that they would believe now. 

5. Evidently, this proclamation was also to plant seeds so that after Jesus comes for the Church, the Jew 
may believe and call so as to be saved. Remember that Paul was anticipating Jesus' return imminently. 

6. The message will also prove valuable as a seed to Gentiles in the Last Day as well. 

 


