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CONTEXT 

The greater context of Matthew demonstrates Jesus as the Messiah and the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand 
(the offer of the kingdom is active). 

Chapter 7 is in the last half of the “Sermon on the Mount” (chapters 5-7). 

The disciples are the immediate audience (5:1-2), but the words were at least within earshot of the crowds 
(7:28-29).  

• It is not probable that this is the only time that Jesus taught these lessons. 

• This was intended to be repeated by the apostles and in writing. 

• The message is to impact all Israel demonstrating Jesus’ authority and not just His message. 

In the immediate context, verse 13 begins, “Enter through the narrow gate…broad is the way that leads to 
destruction.” This is verification that there are many false truths but only one truth that leads to life. 

This continues with a warning about false prophets. False prophets are the ones who propagate the broad 
way and turn others from the narrow gate. The text continues into the description of fruits and their 
results.  

The passage ends with a statement from Jesus that has caused many eyebrows to furrow in wonder, and 
speculations about it run amuck.    

QUOTES FROM SOME COMMENTATORS 

One’s “fruit”—not just what one does, but all one says and does—will ultimately reveal what one is. 

You would know whether they be right or not, observe how they live; their works will testify for them or 
against them. 

An outward profession of religion, however remarkable, will not bring us to heaven unless there be a 
correspondent conversation, v. 21–23. 

Jesus teaches that if they do not live right, they are false. 

Since there are false prophets in the world, we must be careful of deception. But the greatest danger is self-
deception. The scribes and Pharisees had fooled themselves into believing that they were righteous and 
others were sinful. It is possible for people to know the right language, believe intellectually the right 
doctrines, obey the right rules, and still not be saved. 

The way of life is narrow, lonely, and costly. We can walk on the broad way and keep our “baggage” of 
sin and worldliness. But if we enter the narrow way, we must give up those things. 

Here, then, is the first test: Did your profession of faith in Christ cost you anything? If not, then it was 
not a true profession. Many people who “trust” Jesus Christ never leave the broad road with its appetites 
and associations. They have an easy Christianity that makes no demands on them. Yet Jesus said that the 
narrow way was hard. We cannot walk on two roads, in two different directions, at the same time. 
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The two trees (vs. 15–20) – These show that true faith in Christ changes the life and produces fruit for 
God’s glory. Everything in nature reproduces after its kind, and this is also true in the spiritual realm. 

The second test: Did my decision for Christ change my life? False prophets who teach false doctrine can 
produce only a false righteousness (see Acts 20:29). Their fruit (the results of their ministry) is false and 
cannot last. The prophets themselves are false; the closer we get to them, the more we see the falsity of 
their lives and doctrines. They magnify themselves, not Jesus Christ; and their purpose is to exploit 
people, not to edify them. The person who believes false doctrine, or who follows a false prophet, will 
never experience a changed life. Unfortunately, some people do not realize this until it is too late. 

All we have to do in order to be saved is to respond to Christ’s gracious invitation and “come unto Him.” 
Ah, but that “all” is by no means the simple matter that many think and that so many evangelists falsely 
represent it to be. We have to turn our back upon the world and forsake our cherished sins in order to turn 
our face unto Christ, as the prodigal had to leave the far country, where he had spent his substance in riotous 
living, before he could come to the Father. 

Now this is His will, that we believe in Christ, that we repent of sin, that we live a holy life, that we love one 
another. This is his will, even our sanctification. If we comply not with the will of God, we mock Christ in 
calling Him Lord, as those did who put on him a gorgeous robe, and said, hail, king of the Jews. Saying and 
doing are two things, often parted in conversation of men…but these two things God has joined in his 
command, and let no man that puts them asunder think to enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

OBSERVATIONS  

Our theology is our safety net, our backstop. When we read Scripture or a commentary that seems contrary 
to what we’ve learned, it does not mean that our theology is necessarily incorrect; it just causes us to pause 
and rethink something. 

The main lesson is easy to understand—there is only a singular way that leads to life, but there are many 
false prophets and false professions. The admonition is not to do a self-diagnostic, but to be careful who the 
disciples listen to (in earshot of the crowds). 

Life and eternal life in Matthew are used in the context of the Millennial Kingdom, the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Mathew 18:8-9 

Matthew 19:16-26 

Matthew 25:31-46 

These passages demonstrate that when we come to “life” terminology in Mathew, we must understand 
the Hebrew mindset and keep it in the historical context. 

Verses 13-20 are about false prophets. The fruit test is not to test believers; it is to test “prophets.” Nowhere 
in Scripture is there a self-test or a “true believer” test based upon fruit. 

Fruit is “karpos” and basically means produce, production, that what comes naturally. This is used 
literally and figuratively. So, to what is this “fruit” referring? Is this good or evil works to validate a 
prophet? 
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Most turn to Galatians 5:22-23 to demonstrate what the fruit of the spirit is. Does Matthew 7 speak of 
the fruit of the spirit? As a rule of understanding any text, the meaning or implication of a word or 
phrase must first be understood. Is this phrase used in Matthew elsewhere? 

Matthew 12:33-37 – What is the fruit in this section? 

Luke 6:43-45 – What is the method of evaluation? 

Deuteronomy 18:22, 13:1-3 – What is the test of a prophet in the Old Testament? Is the test different 
under Jesus Christ? The fruit of the false prophets is not a moral or good work evaluation. The fruit 
is the message and that is always necessary for evaluation. 

The agricultural reference should not be examined as a theological proof but rather like a parable; we 
understand the main point and let it remain without over-analysis.  

This is a visual representation to demonstrate the worthlessness of false prophets and their words.  

Verses 21-23 continue this warning. Many claim to both speak and work for Jesus Christ. “Did we not 
prophesy, did we not cast out demons, did we not perform many ‘abilities’?” What is the difference? They 
are not doing the will of God. What is the will of God?  

For the prophet it is to speak what the true message is, not to lie or act of his own will, not claim the 
name of the Lord, but to believe in Jesus Christ and proclaim His Gospel. 

The seemingly good works is not the issue in Matthew 7:23, rather it is the lack of understanding of the 
nature of Jesus Christ; they are acting of their own accord and when the Kingdom comes in, they will 
not make it into the Kingdom. 

CONCLUSION 

The primary issue that most commentators of Matthew miss is they do not consider the audience. 

This passage is about the narrow message of God. Many have a false message. Each person who speaks for 
God to the Jews needs to be evaluated by his message and contrast it with the Word of God and the message 
of Jesus in particular. 

Are we fruit inspectors? 

In the secondary application, there are plenty of texts that state that believers need to be careful about 
the message and that the test of what is said is both appropriate and necessary. 

As long as we keep this reference in the context of the message and not good works, we should inspect 
the fruit of a “prophet.”  

However, taking this text as an evaluation of true believers or self-evaluation is incorrect. There is no 
evaluation of believers in general; there is no self-evaluation. We are never called to determine someone’s 
position with God based upon behavior, and this text does not demonstrate that. 

Next week James 2:14-26 – Does genuine faith produce good works? 

Matthew on Wednesday nights coming in a few months. 


