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THE WRITTEN PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 

1. Jonah? 2. Obadiah? 3. Joel? 4. Amos  

5. Hosea  6. Isaiah 7. Micah 8. Nahum 

9. Jeremiah 10. Zephaniah 11. Habakkuk  12. Ezekiel 

13. Daniel 14. Haggai 15. Zechariah  16. Malachi  

THE PROPHETS SO FAR   
The main goal of our study is to review the prophets placing them historically within the narrative of the 
Old Testament and to understand what they say about the Messiah, His Kingdom, or the events that will 
lead up to His arrival. 

As we have progressed through the prophets, we have seen that the Messianic predictions have been woven 
into the prophetic message to David, Israel, Judah, and the nations. The main content of the books of 
prophecy is judgment and a call to return to the Lord through the keeping of the Mosaic Covenant. 

Isaiah contains the most information about the identity and function of the coming Messiah and some of the 
most descriptive characteristics of how the Messiah will first come as a suffering servant and will sacrifice 
Himself for the redemption of all.   

Moving forward from Isaiah, the prophecies against Judah begin ramping up with the sin of Manasseh 
found in 2 Kings 21:1-18 (695-642 BC). After Manasseh, only King Josiah did what was right in the sight 
of the Lord, but the rest of the kings bring nearly 100 years of tremendous wickedness, injustice, idolatry, 
and murder. 

Habakkuk pleads against Judah, but then when God tells Habakkuk that He will bring the Chaldeans, 
Habakkuk complains about bringing an evil people to judge the evil actions of Judah.          

JEREMIAH – 627-586 BC 

Jeremiah prophesies during the darkest days of Judah. He would be the only prophet, among many false 
prophets in his day, to tell Judah and the kings the truth about the exile into Babylon. 

Here are some interesting points about Jeremiah: 

1. Born the son of a priest (1:1) 
2. Chosen to be a prophet before he was born (1:5) 
3. Called to be a prophet at a young age (1:6) 
4. Encounter with a Christophany (1:9-10) 
5. Wrote a funeral dirge for Josiah when he was killed in battle (2 Chronicles 35:25) 
6. Forbidden to marry and have children as a visual testimony to Judah (16:1-4) 
7. Known as the prophet with no success and was rejected by his people (12:6; 18:18), hated, beaten, 

put in stocks (20:1-3), imprisoned for treason (37:11-16), and left for dead in a cistern (38:5-9) 
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8. He desired to be wrong, even permitting false prophecy for a time (28:1-17) 
9. Wanted to resign but God refused his resignation letter (20:7-9) 

10. He saw the destruction of Jerusalem and the Babylonian captivity. He wrote Lamentations in 
response to the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple.  

11. He was permitted to remain in the land by the captain of the Babylonian forces. When the remnant 
wanted to flee to Egypt, Jeremiah prophesied against it (42:15-43:3) and was forced to go with the 
surviving Jews to Egypt (43:6, 7). Tradition says that he was stoned by his own people in Egypt. 

Foundations of the book – it is very long; Psalms is 145 pages, Isaiah is 106 pages, Jeremiah is 109 pages, 1+2 
Kings is 100 pages, 1+2 Chronicles is 99 pages. 

Parts of the book seem to be scribed by Baruch, but other places state that Jeremiah was told to write 
(Jeremiah 30:2, 36:2,15-18, 51:60). The book seems to be a collection of sermons, prophecies, and dirges 
set in the timeline of the life of Jeremiah. 

Jeremiah has the least coveted job in the Old Testament.  

The other prophets seem to have had some respect and were feared. Job lived a life of affliction and pain 
but is restored in the end. Jeremiah was supposed to live a life of importance and respect as a priest, but 
as a prophet, he was the most hated and most tortured person of the Hebrew Scriptures. 

Jeremiah prophesied against Judah with a broken heart (9:1), This is particularly captured in Lamentations.  

Key words and phrases in Jeremiah: 

Says/Declares the Lord – 322x  
Lord of Hosts – 71x 
Word of the Lord – 53x 
King of Judah – 52x  
House of Israel – 49x 
Days are coming – 15x 
By the sword – 15x 
Seventy years – 3x 

Signs of Jeremiah: 

Jeremiah 13:1-10 – Jeremiah buys new underwear, wears it, buries it, and goes back later to find it ruined.  

Jeremiah 16:1-13 – Jeremiah is not to have a wife or children to demonstrate that the land is to be destroyed. 

Jeremiah 18:1-12 – The potter and the clay 

Jeremiah 25:15-32 – All nations will drink of the cup of the wrath of the Lord 

Jeremiah 27-28 – Jeremiah walks around with self-made bonds on his neck as a testimony against Judah 

Jeremiah 32:6-15 – Jeremiah buys land as Babylon is coming to take Judah captive as a sign of future hope  
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Outline of the Book 

1. Call of Jeremiah during the reign of Josiah (Chapter 1) 

2. Seven Messages against Judah during Jehoiakim (Chapters 2-20) 

3. Seven Messages against Judah during Zedekiah (Chapters 21-29) 

4. Prophecies about the restoration of Judah and Israel (Chapters 30-33) 

5. A narrative section about the fall of Judah (Chapters 34-45) 

6. Prophecies against the nations (46-51) 

7. The fall of Jerusalem (52) – mirrors the end of 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles 

Messianism in Jeremiah 

Jeremiah 23:5-6 – the Messianic prophecy as the reigning, righteous King (Branch prophecy) 

Jeremiah 30:8-11 – Promise of return from exile for Judah and a Davidic King will reign 

Jeremiah 30:17 – Restoration of Judah 

Jeremiah 30:18-22 – Restoration of Israel 

Jeremiah 31:1-22 – Restoration of Israel 

Jeremiah 31:27-30 – Restoration of Israel and Judah, a different type of justice 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 – New covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah 

Jeremiah 31:35-37 – Israel will remain forever 

Jeremiah 31:38-40 – Promise that Jerusalem will be rebuilt, never to be destroyed again 

Jeremiah 33:1-9 – Though destruction from the Chaldeans is imminent, Judah will be pardoned and restored 

Jeremiah 33:10-11 – Joy and gladness and the praise of God will be seen again 

Jeremiah 33:12-13 – Man and beast will be innumerable again 

Jeremiah 33:14-24 – The coming Messianic Kingdom and the covenant will be unbreakable (Branch 
prophecy)  


