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Ephesians 2:11-22 – The Church United Under Christ 

Basis for Unity 

How does Ephesians 2:1-10 lead into the rest of chapter 2 and even into chapter 3?  

The church was established by Paul with the help of 12 Jewish disciples (Acts 19:1-10) and eventually 
handed over to Timothy (Acts 20; 1 Timothy 1:3). The church was heavily influenced by Jewish 
believers and, based upon the content of this letter, the Gentile believers have capitulated to the 
superiority of the Jewish believers and the division between Israel and Gentiles has intensified. It 
appears that the Gentiles in the church believed they were not as functional or usable as the Jews in the 
population.  

Unlike other texts (Romans 14; Galatians; Colossians 2:16-23) where Paul is warning the Gentile 
believers not to follow custom or attempt to follow the Mosaic, the issue seems to be a question of 
who is more important in the function of the Body of Christ (the church).   

What Paul is going to demonstrate in 2:11-3:13 is that there is no longer any division between the 
nations in Jesus Christ, in the Church. Unlike the previous administration of Israel being the light and 
the pillar of truth, the Church now has this distinction (read Ephesians 3:9-10). 

What is the basis for this unity between Israel and the Gentiles? The answer is in Ephesians 1:1-2:10, 
and this is also fully expounded in Romans 2:1-3:30. 

1. All are equally guilty of sin. 
2. Every person needs to have forgiveness and justification before God. 
3. Everyone is saved by grace through faith. 
4. Since we are all guilty and all saved the same way, then there is no division in the church. 

For the church to be functional, the distinction of nationality needs to be dismissed. 

Initial Observations of Ephesians 2:11-22 

1. The distinction between Gentile and Israel is reduced to uncircumcision and circumcision, which is a 
fleshly distinction and does not indicate one’s spiritual position. 

2. This is a national distinction and not an individual one. We can observe that the word “Jew” (commonly 
used by Paul to point to individuals) is not used in Ephesians. Also, the term “commonwealth of Israel” 
is used to identify God’s chosen nation. Gentile is “ethne,” meaning the nations. 

3. Gentiles, as a people group, were separated from Israel, and without Israel, there was no hope and 
Gentiles were without God in the world. 

a. In the history of Israel (prior to Jesus Christ), not one nation came under the banner of Israel, not 
one nation identified itself as believing in YHWH and honored Israel as the Chosen Nation. 

b. This historical analysis does not mean that individuals did not come under the banner of Israel 
and believe in YHWH. 

c. Prominent Gentiles in the Old Testament – Caleb (adopted into the tribe of Judah, mother of 
Judah?), Rahab (Canaanite), Ruth (Moabite), Uriah and Bathsheba (Hittite) 
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4. The distinctions that are being made are not about individuals; they are about the groups.  
a. All of the nouns and pronouns are plural. 
b. Similarities between the individual and the group because of the language must not lead us to 

interpret this section as referring to benefits to the individual. 
c. The peace that is present in this section is not peace between a person and God.      
d. Reconciliation in this context is between the Jews and the Gentiles. 
e. The enmity is between the Jews and the Gentiles. 
f. The reason that there was a distinction is because of the Law. 
g. The reason that the distinction is gone is because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

Textual Observations 

In verse 11 – so-called is incorrect and leads into an improper implication. 

In verse 15 – abolishing is a poor translation.  

In verse 16 – reconcile is an enhanced version of the typical word for reconcile. 

In verses 17-18 – We all have access to the Father through Jesus Christ. 

In verses 19-22 – There are three “sun” words. You are citizens together, you are being fitted together, 
you are being built together. This enhances the main idea of unity. 

There are five sentences in this paragraph 

11-12 –  You Gentiles remember that you were separate from Christ. 

13 –  But now you have been brought near. 

14-16 –  For He Himself is our peace. 

17-18 –  We have our access to the Father in one Spirit through Him. 

19-22 –  You are no longer strangers and aliens but you are citizens together with the saints and 
household of God. 

Ephesians 2:17 is not an exact quote from Isaiah 57:19 but is an obvious allusion. 

In verses 11-18, we will observe doctrinal truth based upon the activity of Jesus Christ. Verses 19-22 is 
the natural inference of how this affects the audience. 

Questions  

In what way were the nations separated from Christ, Israel, and without hope? 

What did the sacrifice of Jesus accomplish regarding unity between the nations and Israel? 

What is the enmity in verses 15 and 16? 

In our time frame, we typically do not have a question concerning Israel and the nations; so what is the 
theological impact of this section on the current church and our body in particular? 

 

 

 


