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Ephesians 2:1-10 – The Church’s New Purpose 

My Translation 

And you being dead in the trespasses and your sins, in which you once walked according to the age of 
this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit of the one working now in the sons 
of unbelief, in whom also we all once conducted in the passionate desires of our flesh, while doing the 
desires of the flesh and of thought, and by nature, being children of wrath even as the rest.  

But God while being rich in mercy, because of the great love which He loved us, and while we being 
ones who are dead in the trespasses, He made (us) alive together with Christ, by grace you are ones 
having been saved, and He raised (us) up together with (Christ) and He seated (us) together with (Christ) 
in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, so that He would show the surpassing riches of the grace of His in 
good kindness toward us in Christ Jesus in the coming age.  

For by that grace you are being ones who have been saved through faith and especially not of 
yourselves; (this is) the gift of God, not of works so that not anyone would boast. For we are what He 
made, having been created in Christ Jesus for the purpose of good works, which God prepared in 
advance so that we would live in them. 

Observations 

Paul does not fully explain the Gospel or all of its intricacies. The reality that we are saved by grace 
through faith is the basis for why we should live in this new sphere in which God has placed us. 

This passage has bookends. “περιπατέω peripateō” is used in verse 2 (how you have walked) and in 
verse 10 (how you should walk). It contrasts the passionate desires of the flesh with the good works that 
God prepared in advance.  

Salvation by grace is important and is repeated, but this is a review for a church that already understands 
the basics of Jesus Christ (1:13, 15). Contrast this section with Romans 3-4 where Paul digs into the 
doctrine of salvation being grace apart from works.   

Ephesians 2:1-10 Review 

Everything attributed to the act or nature of man is negative 

1. Dead in trespasses and sin 
2. Walked in trespasses and sins 
3. Walked according to: 

a. The course of this world 
b. The prince of the power of the air 
c. The spirit that is now working in the sons of unbelief 

4. We all lived in the lusts of our flesh 
5. Indulging in the desire of the flesh and of the mind 
6. Having existed as children of wrath by nature 

By contrast, everything God does is by grace and irrespective of our nature and actions—“even when we 
were dead…He made us alive.” 
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Why did God save us dead, unworthy, and incapable believers?  

1. Love – Ephesians 2:4; John 3:16; Romans 5:8 
2. Mercy/Pity – Ephesians 2:4; Titus 3:5 
3. Grace – Ephesians 2:5, 8; Romans 3:21-4:16 
4. To demonstrate His grace to others – Ephesians 2:7; 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 
5. So that we would have an effective life – Ephesians 2:10 

Living in good works is the desired goal. It is obvious that when we live in accordance with good works 
that we also do them. The way we live in them is to: 

1. Understand what they are – good works are established by God, not by us. 
2. Understand the motivation – the grace of God should cause us to want to do what He desires.  
3. Understand the purpose – good works are established so that we would be effective believers.  

We see that good works are what God gives us so that we can serve one another. Good works are what we 
use to edify another person. Good works are a benefit (spiritual benefit) for another person. 

Here are some observations from all the passages that deal with good works: 

1. Never is sin-avoidance called good works. 
2. Although good works do please God (Hebrews 13:20-21), it is because of what they accomplish. 
3. Good works’ first edification is for unbelievers as a behavioral witness. 
4. The second is for believers so that they may grow in grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. Good works 

are either words or deeds (by example or in providing needs) that help believers grow. 
5. Finally, there is not a list of good works. There are plenty of examples, but good works are principles, 

not a list of things to do. 
6. The primary foci of good works in the Bible are our family, our occupation, and our local church. 

Remember that we do not do good works to earn points with God. We are not righteous before God by good 
works. We do not obtain any status before God by good works. We do not sustain anything we have from God 
by good works. And good works do not prove our identity in Him. 

But, as a believer, as a child of God, as an heir of the promises of God, we should live in good works. 

Questions: 

In what way were they dead?  

This is spiritual deadness. We were conceived and born into this world already dead, having 
inherited the curse in the trespass of Adam (Romans 5:12-21). 

What about those who are unbelievers but are not immoral? Are they also characterized by 2:1-3 or is 
this specific to the Ephesians?  

Unbelievers are characterized by their sin. Regardless of their morality, they are dead, sinners, and 
live their lives in accordance with the Satanic control of this world.    

What is the means of salvation—grace or faith?  

The means of salvation is grace, and it is administered through faith, belief in the proposition of God 
in Jesus Christ. 
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What is the gift of God? Is it grace, saved, or faith? Is faith a gift?  

Our conclusion, looking at the pronouns, is that the terms grace, faith, saved are not referred to by 
the pronoun. The gift is Jesus Christ, and consequently, the provision of salvation by grace through 
faith. When referring to Ephesians 2:1-10, nothing is of yourselves. 

Does the text indicate a shift in behavior for true believers?  

No. First of all, the adjective “true” is not appropriate. There are either believers or not. A believer is 
removed from the sphere of the world and placed into the sphere of being in Christ and with a new 
purpose of good works.  

What does “we are His workmanship” mean?  

We are what He made us, having created us in Christ Jesus. 

What did God prepare beforehand—us or the works?  

God prepared the works. He did not determine that believers would do good works but gave us a 
newly defined purpose. 

If believers do not walk in the good works, does that indicate something about their position with God? 

We cannot determine position with God based upon behavior. The best we can do to evaluate 
position is to evaluate their message. Sometimes that is inadequate based upon errors along the way 
or lack of ability to communicate effectively. 

What are good works?  

Good works are not a list but a principle. We need to understand how God categorizes them, what 
their limitations are (not for God’s benefit but for the benefit of others) so that God would be 
magnified before unbelievers and believers. 

Ephesians 2:11-22 Therefore 

How does Ephesians 2:1-10 lead into the rest of chapter 2 and even into chapter 3? First, we need to 
remember what Paul is communicating to the Ephesians. Acts 19:1-10 

At the inception of the church in Ephesus, Paul initially dealt with a number of Jewish believers. He 
evangelized Gentiles and a good number of Jewish believers. The initial church leaders were these Jews. 

From the text of Ephesians, it appears that the Gentiles in the church believed they were not as functional or 
usable as the Jews in the population. Paul demonstrates in Chapter 2 that there is no longer any division 
between the Jew and the Gentile in Jesus Christ, in the Church (Read 2:11-22). 

What is the basis for this unity between Jew and Gentile? Romans 3:9, 19-30 

1. Equally guilty of sin 
2. Every person needs to have forgiveness and justification before God 
3. Everyone is saved by grace through faith 
4. Since we are all guilty and all saved the same way, then there is no division in the church. 
5. For the church to be functional, the distinction between Jew and Gentile needs to be dismissed.  


