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THE WRITTEN PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENTS IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 

1. Jonah? 

2. Obadiah? 

3. Joel? 

4. Amos  

5. Hosea  

6. Isaiah 

7. Micah 

8. Nahum 

9. Jeremiah 

10. Zephaniah 

11. Habakkuk  

12. Ezekiel 

13. Daniel 

14. Haggai 

15. Zechariah  

16. Malachi  

 

THE PROPHETS SO FAR   
Our study is to review the prophets placing them historically within the narrative of the Old Testament and 
understand primarily what they say about the Messiah. 

Beginning with Samuel, we have seen how many of the prophets have communicated something about the 
Messiah. Elijah, Elisha, and Jonah do not speak directly about the Messiah, but they give a visual picture of 
the Messiah. I believe that their message is in their activity, they spoke of the Messiah by their example. 
They were unique prophets who did many obvious things that got the attention of Israel and Judah. 

Jesus did more both in quantity and magnitude, yet Israel did not recognize their testimony and they ignored 
Jesus as their Messiah-King.    

 

OBADIAH 

Historical Background 

The name Obadiah (servant of Jehovah) was very popular in Israel. The name is used 20 times in the 
Old Testament and 10-13 of them may refer to different people. Which one is the Obadiah of the book? 
We really have no idea. And the Obadiah that wrote the book may not be any of the Obadiah’s 
mentioned in the narrative. Obadiah seems to be a prophet to Judah as there is no mention of the 
northern tribes.  

Remember that Edom is made up of the descendants of Esau. As a nation, they were the brothers of 
Israel, and it was prophesied that Edom would serve Israel. Eventually, Edom would rebel and be the 
object of   

Timeline - The book was probably written sometime after Edom rebelled against Judah, allying with 
Israel’s enemies (2 Kings 8:20-22; 2 Chronicles 21:9-10) in about 845 BC. Edom became a vassal of 
Assyria from 790 BC. They were nearly wiped out by Amaziah in 735 BC and became inconsequential. 
In 553 BC, they were pushed out of their land by Babylon and settled in the Negev. In 125 BC, Edom is 
fully destroyed, and all Edomites were either integrated into Israel or wandered off into obscurity. 
Today, Edom is not a nation and there are no Edomites today. 
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The Book of Obadiah is written as a pronouncement of judgment against Edom. Because they are 
referred to as thinking they are powerful, most believe this book was written early and not after its many 
defeats. The only time Edom would have been powerful and rich would have been in the early stages of 
the rebellion in 845 BC. This is why most believe it was written between 845 and 800 BC. 

 Content of the Book 

The first 14 verses follow the typical prophet format with the identification of the offense and the 
announcement of judgment. 

The last third of the book compares and contrasts Edom with all the nations with a reference to the day 
of the Lord. 

Read 15-21 

Messianic Observations: 

1. This prophecy concerns the coming Kingdom.  

2. All the nations will suffer the same fate as Edom. 

3. Mercy is extended to the nations as some will come to Zion and escape. 

4. The result will be that Judah will have all of the possessions. 

5. Edom will be nothing but all; Judah will fully possess the land. 

6. Israel is not the topic; Judah, the southern nation, is the focus of the prophecy. 

7. The kingdom will be the Lord’s – This is a direct reference to Jesus the Messiah. 

JOEL 

Historical Background 

Like Obadiah, Joel (Jehovah is God) is a very popular name, and over 10 persons in the Hebrew text are 
named Joel. The prophet identifies himself as “Joel the son of Pethuel.” There are no other references to 
Pethuel; therefore, I do not think that this Joel is mentioned in the narrative.  

The setting is during an infestation of locusts. The kingdoms of Tyre, Sidon, and Philistia are mentioned 
(3:4), so the date seems to be earlier than the exile period. 

Joel’s proclamation is to Israel and Judah, although no kings are mentioned. 

 Content of the Book 

Chapter 1 – The current issue of a pestilence is against Israel, and the call is to consecrate a fast, gather 
the elders, and cry out to God for salvation. In respect to the current plague, the day of the Lord is also 
seen as being near (15). Joel sees the judgment surrounding Israel and compares it to the impending 
judgment upon the nation (2:1). 
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Chapter 2:1-11 maintains the warning language but is futuristic. This section reminds us of the 
“Tribulational Period” from Matthew 24 and Revelation with its horrible army and anguish of war. 

Chapter 2:12-17 is the call to return (shuv) to the Lord. Perhaps He will relent (nahem) from the 
judgment and leave a blessing instead. 

Chapter 2:18-29 promises restoration. 

Chapter 2:30-32 is one of the most famous passages in Joel and is quoted in Romans 10.  

Chapter 3:1-17 parallels the warring armies of Joel 2:1-11 but is more specific to the nations that have 
come against Israel, Judah, and the Lord.  

Chapter 3:18-21 parallels Joel 2:18-29 where God will bring restoration, peace, and abundance, and God 
will carry out His vengeance upon His enemies. 

Messianic Observations: 

1. This prophecy concerns the coming Kingdom.  

2. The day of the Lord is the emphasis of the book and refers to the wrath of God coming upon Israel 
and all of the nations. 

a. Of the 23 direct uses of “the day of the Lord,” Joel uses it four times. 

b. Isaiah 2:12, 13:6-9; Ezekiel 30:3; Amos 5:18; Zephaniah 1:8-18 

c. 2 Peter 3:3-13; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 

3. Mercy is extended to those who call upon the name of the Lord. Those who do will be 
saved/delivered. Saved from what? 

4. The harshness of the judgment and the beauty of restoration is fully contrasted. 

5. The final restoration of the nation (national promise) is promised and not conditional. 

Messianism in Obadiah and Joel 

There is a lack of promises concerning the person of the Messiah. What do these two books emphasize 
concerning the Messianic promises? 


