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Ephesians 2:10 – We are what He made 

Two main points need to remain: 

1. The main point is to distinguish a contrast of walk “περιπατέω peripateō” 
2. This section is used to lead into Ephesians 2:11-22. Paul is using doctrine that they know well to 

support the next point. 

The sentence structure in this section is complex but not difficult to understand. The paragraph is easily 
broken up.  

I. And You – 1-3 
II. But God – 4-7 

III. Because by Grace – 8-9 
IV. Because We are what He made – 10  

Ephesians 2:1-9 Review 

Why did God save us dead, unworthy, and incapable believers?  

1. Love – Ephesians 2:4; John 3:16; Romans 5:8 
2. Mercy/Pity – Ephesians 2:4; Titus 3:5 
3. Grace – Ephesians 2:5, 8; Romans 3:21-4:16 
4. To demonstrate His grace to others – Ephesians 2:7; 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 
5. So that we would have an effective life – Ephesians 2:10 

Ephesians 2:10 – We Should Walk in Good Works 

Is there a difference between doing good works and walking in good works? 

The root word for walk is “πατέω pateō” and means to walk or to tread. One cognate, “καταπατέω 
katapateō,” means to trample underfoot and is used figuratively in Hebrews 10:29 where it refers to 
someone treating the Son of God with contempt. So, we see that the combination of the root word with a 
particle prefix has the potential of giving walk a different connotation.  

“περιπατέω peripateō” is a verb that has a literal understanding of “to walk around.” It is translated literally 
“to walk” over 50% of the time. Figuratively, it is “the sphere in which we live.” It is what is seen by others; 
it is how others view our lives. The context will determine the specifics of whether it is what drives them, 
what guides them, or what they are known for (characterization). Also, context determines the audience. 

Romans 6:4 – Walk in (en) newness of life – The life should be characterized, seen by others, as a life 
that has been renewed. Do they “do” newness of life? 

2 Corinthians 5:7 – For we walk by (dia) faith, not by sight – Our focus is that of eternal things, not the 
temporal things. We function and view the circumstances of this life by the truth of God’s Word that we 
have believed rather than what we view in this physical creation. 

Ephesians 4:1 – Walk worthy of the calling – As a goal, Paul implores the believers to have a life that is 
viewed by others as one in alignment   
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Ephesians 4:17 – They walk in (en) futility of their mind. Do they “do” futility? 

The point of these observations and questions is to get us to ask more specific questions about “walk in 
good works” in Eph 2:10. We see that walk does not mean “do.”  

In Ephesians 2:1-3, we determined that it is not what the pre-saved person does that has placed him in the 
position of dead, unworthy, and incapable. There is only one thing that an unsaved person can do in the 
view of God—sin (rebel, live in hostility, live according to their own desires, to evaluate this life and next 
based upon their own imagination or the opinions of another dead person.) 

Now that we are made alive in Jesus Christ, we are placed into a different sphere, a sphere in which we 
understand what works He established so that we become effectual believers. When we live in good works, 
we are focused upon what God has established, what He says are good works, and we are motivated by 
grace (Ephesians 2:1-9; Titus 2:11-12) to have our sphere of life located in the good works. 

It is obvious that when we live in accordance with good works that we also do them. The way we live in 
them is to: 

1. Understand what they are – Good works are established by God, not by us. 
2. Understand the motivation – The grace of God should cause us to want to do what God desires.  
3. Understand the purpose – Good works are established so that we would be effective believers.  

“Good works” is translated from “agathos ergon.” “agathos” means good as established by and defined by 
God. This is compared to “kalos,” which means beautiful, advantageous, helpful. 

“ergon” is the typical word for works or deeds. The word energy comes from “en” + “ergon.” The English 
definition of work is “activity involving mental or physical effort done in order to achieve a purpose or 
result.” 

The Greek definition: that which displays itself in activity of any kind (deed, action); or that which one 
does as regular activity (work, occupation, task) 

“Good works” are activities, tasks, work, deeds, or occupation that is designated and declared by God. 

Scripture clearly states that we should be prepared for, equipped for, ready for, and live in accordance with 
good works. 

2 Corinthians 9:8; Colossians 1:9-10; 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17; 2 Timothy 2:21, 3:16-17 

What activities are identified as “agathos?” 

Romans 15:1-2 – That which is toward the spiritual increase of your neighbor (edification) 

2 Corinthians 9:5-8 – Identification of a need and provision for the needs of the brethren 

Ephesians 4:28-29 – Sharing and speaking words that promote spiritual increase 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 – (ἀγαθοεργέω agathooergeō…kalos ergon), both agathos and kalos used  

 What activities are identified as “kalos ergon” –  

Matthew 5:16 

1 Timothy 3:1 

Titus 2:7, 14, 3:8, 14 

Hebrews 10:24 

1 Peter 2:12 
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We see that good works (and good in general) point to an activity that edifies another person. Good works are 
not for the benefit of God; they are not to make us feel better; they are identified as being a benefit (spiritual 
benefit) for another person. 

Here are some observations from all the passages that deal with good, or good works: 

1. Never is sin avoidance called a good work. 
2. Although good works do please God (Hebrews 13:20-21), it is because of what they accomplish. 
3. Good works’ first edification is for unbelievers as a behavioral witness. 
4. The second is for believers so they may grow in grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ and the doctrines 

of God. 
5. Finally, there is not a list of good works. There are plenty of examples, but good works are a principle, 

not a list of things to do. 

Many grace-based churches shy away from the doctrine of good works, thinking that living in good works is the 
antithesis to grace. The difference is that we do not do good works to earn points with God. We are not 
righteous before God by good works. We do not obtain any status before God by good works. We do not sustain 
anything we have from God by good works, and good works do not prove our identity in Him. 

But as a believer, as a child of God, as an heir of the promises of God, we should live in good works. 

Questions: 

Does the text indicate a shift in behavior for true believers? No, it demonstrates a different purpose and 
potential.  

What does “we are His workmanship” mean? We are what He made us, having created us in Christ 
Jesus. 

What did God prepare beforehand, us or the works? God prepared the works. He did not determine that 
believers would do good works but gave us a newly defined purpose. 

If believers do not walk in the good works, does that indicate something about their position with God? 

We cannot determine one’s position with God based upon behavior. The best we can do to evaluate 
position is to evaluate their message, but sometimes that is inadequate based upon errors along the 
way or lack of ability to communicate effectively. 

What are good works? Good works are not a list of things to do, but a principle. We need to understand 
how God categorizes them and what their limitations are (not for God’s benefit but for the benefit of 
others). 

 

 


