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THE PROPHETS SO FAR   
In our study, we will review the prophets, placing them historically within the narrative of the Old 
Testament, and primarily see what they say about the Messiah. 

All of the prophets we have reviewed so far are contained within the narrative. There have been no books of 
prophecy written by the prophets of the Pentateuch, Early Israel, or of Elijah and Elisha. David wrote many 
of the Psalms and many of those are prophetic and worthy of study. 

Last week, we noted that Elijah’s and Elisha’s prophetic ministry concerning the Messianic promise was not 
in word but was exemplified in their actions. We saw how they did more miracles than any other prophet. 
We also reviewed how Jesus’ miracles emulated but surpassed the miracles of Elijah and Elisha. 

Although we cannot say it definitively, I believe their message is not verbal but is in their activity. They 
spoke of the Messiah not in word but by example. They were unique prophets who did many obvious things 
that got the attention of Israel and Judah. 

 

THE WRITTEN PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

1. Isaiah  

2. Jeremiah  

3. Ezekiel  

4. Daniel  

5. Hosea  

6. Joel  

7. Amos  

8. Obadiah  

9. Jonah  

10. Micah  

11. Nahum  

12. Habakkuk  

13. Zephaniah  

14. Haggai  

15. Zechariah  

16. Malachi  

 

THE WRITTEN PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 

1. Jonah? 

2. Obadiah? 

3. Joel? 

4. Amos  

5. Hosea  

6. Isaiah 

7. Micah 

8. Nahum 

9. Jeremiah 

10. Zephaniah 

11. Habakkuk  

12. Ezekiel 

13. Daniel 

14. Haggai 

15. Zechariah  

16. Malachi  
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OUTLINE/MAJOR THEMES 

These books employ two forms of prophecy: 1) informing the audience of God’s observations about their 
behavior or failure to worship YHWH as the only true God, 2) making predictions for their future. There are 
five reoccurring themes found throughout most of the books: 

Identification of sin - spiritual adultery in the form of idolatry and wickedness 

Warning of judgment - God's justice upon sin 

Potential of God's forgiveness - God's love and desire to not judge the guilty 

Encouragement – call to remain faithful to God with the potential of blessings under the Law 

Messianism – prophecies about the coming King, His Kingdom, or what leads into the Kingdom 

 

JONAH 

Background and other references: 

2 Kings 14:23-27 – We have an account of Jeroboam, King of Israel, and even though he did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, God still secured the border of Israel because of the great affliction that was upon them. 
Jeroboam’s actions in restoring the border of Israel were according to the word of the Lord, the God of 
Israel, which He spoke through His servant Jonah.  

This account was from between the dates of 798-753 BC. We do not know is if the account of Jonah is 
before or after the council to Jeroboam. Remember that Elijah and Elisha worked with Ahab, Ahaziah, 
Joram, and Jehu. Twenty-five years later, Jonah would come on the scene.  

Jonah was a prophet of Israel; no interaction is recorded of Jonah and the kings of Judah. His direct council 
is not recorded, and we do not have any information other than what is written in 2 Kings concerning his 
dealing with Israel. 

The book named after him is in the same vein as Daniel in that it is an account of a prophet told as a 
narrative. Jonah’s prayer is written in the 1st person, but the rest of the book is written as a narrator speaking 
of Jonah’s story. 

Outside of the book of Jonah, the only other reference to Jonah in the Hebrew Scriptures is in 2 Kings 14. 
There are two references in the Greek New Testament, but we will get to them later.  

The account of Jonah: 

The story is well known and repeated regularly as bedtime stories or Sunday School lessons about doing 
what you are supposed to do, or God will get you. It is often referenced as a fable and has been retold on 
stage and in movies. 

The book of Jonah is broken up into four chapters and each is a good break with scene shifts and a different 
focus. We will summarize each chapter and then conclude with some Messianic thoughts. 
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Chapter 1 

Jonah 1:1-3 - The story has no build-up. Immediately and without explanation, Jonah receives instruction 
and flees the presence of the Lord in three verses. We only find out Jonah’s reason for not wanting to go to 
Nineveh in 3:10-4:3. He is not reluctant or scared of going to Nineveh. He does not desire Nineveh to 
survive. The Assyrians have oppressed and killed many in Israel during the days of Jonah. 30-50 years after 
these events, Assyria is used by God to take Israel captive and nearly wipe out all traces of Israel (722 BC). 

Jonah does not explain why he refuses to go to Nineveh and travels in the opposite direction, but God 
intervened (Jonah 1:4-16). In this first chapter, we see that God can be glorified amid disobedience from 
His servant. 

 

Chapter 2 

Jonah is in the belly of the great fish. In Matthew, this is referred to as a “kētos,” the only use of the word in 
the Greek New Testament and is different than the word fish. In the LXX, this is also translated as 
Leviathan (transliterated from Hebrew).    

YHWH appointed this fish; it is frivolous to debate what kind of fish or animal this is or how Jonah 
survives. If God can create out of nothing, then this is not that fishy of a tale. 

Jonah’s prayer is a compilation of quotes or allusions from the Psalms. 

Psalms 15, 31, 33, 42, 62, 69, 77, and 142 – Jonah 2:1-9 

 

Chapter 3 

Jonah, once again, receives instructions from God and then travels to Nineveh. 

Was Jonah partially digested? What did he look like? What did he smell like? Was the “saltiness” of 
Jonah actually a catalyst for the Assyrians to call upon the Lord? 

Nineveh was huge. Here is an excerpt from the British Museum Blog: 

“The city of Nineveh has recently undergone extensive development to become the new capital of 
the mighty Assyrian empire. It is now a vast metropolis surrounded by massive walls some 12 
kilometers (7.5 miles) in length that encompass an area of 750 hectares (7.5km2 / 4.7 miles2) in size. 
While official statistics on the population of Nineveh are not available, it reportedly takes three days 
to cross the city.”  Read Jonah 3:1-4 

 

Nineveh responds and turns from their wicked ways, and then God repents. 

Jonah 3:8 – turn “ בּוׁש ” shuv; Jonah 3:9 – turn “ בּוׁש ” shuv; Jonah 3:9 – relent “ םחנ ” nehem 
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Jonah 3:10 - When God saw their deeds, that they turned (shuv) from their wicked way, then God 
relented (nehem) concerning the calamity which He had declared He would bring upon them. And He 
did not do it. 

 

Chapter 4 

Jonah cares more about a plant than the people of Nineveh. (1-8) Then God responds to Jonah in verses 9-
11. Quiz: How many people lived in Nineveh? 

 

Messianism in Jonah 

The Psalm references, although not typified as Messianic, do have some Messianic overtones. The “hearing 
my voice from Sheol” is a reiteration of the resurrection in the Messianic Psalms. 

Matthew 12:38-41 (Matthew 16:1-4) 

Luke 11:29-32 

Jonah is a visual picture of the Messiah in that he was in the deep for three days and was “resurrected.” 


