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THE PROPHETS SO FAR   
In this review of the prophets, we will only call someone a prophet if Scripture does. We have looked at the four 
prophets of the Pentateuch: Abel, Abraham, Moses, and Miriam. Then, we studied the prophets of Early Israel 
from the time of the judges through the monarchy: Deborah, Samuel, Gad, Nathan, and Ahijah. 

In the last lesson, we quickly reviewed David, understanding the dichotomy of him being king with prophets 
ministering to him, but also as his role as prophet in the Psalms. 

The main emphasis of our last lesson was Elijah 

Elijah is the second prophet of the Lord to the kings of Israel (Northern Tribes) 

Elijah is introduced in 1 Kings 17:1 and his ministry continues through 2 Kings 2:1-14 and lasts for about 
30 years. His life is characterized by six events.  

Event 1: 

The prophecy of the drought to Ahab, with Elijah being provided food by God through ravens (not bats).  

Event 2: 

The raising of the widow’s son by lying upon the child 

Event 3: 

The confrontation of Baal worshipers at Mount Carmel  

Event 4: 

The ending of the drought 

Event 5: 

The destruction of the messengers of Ahaziah who were sent to Baal-zebub. 

Event 6: 

Elijah parts the Jordan River and a whirlwind took Elijah to heaven without him dying. Also tossed in 
this account is Elisha parting the Jordan River.    

ELISHA 

Like Elijah, Elisha’s ministry was to the kings of Israel (Northern Tribes). 

Elisha is introduced in 1 Kings 19 but does not become a prophet until Elijah departs in 2 Kings 2 where 
Elisha receives a double portion. He ministers to King Jehoram and is especially instrumental in the life of 
King Jehu, who is the only “almost good” king of Israel. Elisha dies sometime during the reign of Jehu’s 
son, Jehoahaz, after approximately 60 years of ministry.  

The statement of Elisha obtaining a double portion is recorded in the final moments of Elijah’s life. Elijah is 
normally attested to have done 7 miracles; some say 6. It is observed that Elisha did greater and more 
numerous miracles than Elijah. We read about Elisha in 2 Kings 2:14-13:21. 
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Like Elijah, we can observe Elisha’s life in events: 

1. Elisha receives the double portion and then parts the waters of the Jordan River (2:9-14) 

2. Purification of the water source for Jericho (2:18-22) 

3. Protection of the prophet by two bears (2:23-25) 

4. Water for the army of Israel and success over the Moabites (3:16-25) 

5. Providing the widow's oil (4:1-7) 

6. The resurrection of the son of the Shunammite woman (4:18-37) 

7. Purified the poison soup (4:38-41) 

8. Multiplication of loaves (4:42-44) 

9. Healing of Naaman (5:1-14) 

10. Gehazi cursed with a skin disease (5:25-27) 

11. The miracle of finding the axe head (6:1-7) 

12. Capturing a band of Arameans by striking them blind (6:8-23) – Chariots of fire, mercy. 

13. Prophecy of food (7:1-2, 15-20) 

14. After the testimony of the miracles, the prophetic ministry begins where God, through Elisha’s 
guidance, establishes Jehu. 

15. Death of Elisha and prophecy to Joash (13:14-19) 

16. A man raised from the dead when his corpse touched the bones of Elisha (13:20-21) 

QUESTIONS and OBSERVATIONS ON ELIJAH & ELISHA 

After these events, Elisha is not mentioned again in the Old Testament. Elijah is mentioned again but not 
until the last few words in the last prophet, Malachi (Malachi 4:1-6). This prophecy is referenced in 
Matthew 11 and 17. Also in Matthew, some thought that Jesus was Elijah, that is the forerunner to the day 
of the Lord. 

During Jesus’ transfiguration to James, Peter, and John (Mark 9; Luke 9), Elijah appears with Moses. 

In Luke 1:13-17 – the angel Gabriel explains to Zacharias that John would be the one who is in the spirit 
and power of Elijah. 

2 Kings 13 is the last mention of Elisha until he is referenced by Jesus in Luke 4:16-30.  

Other than Jesus, Elisha did more recorded miracles than any other person in the Bible.  

Why did Elijah or Elisha not write a book?  
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Most of the prophets spoke for the Lord and foretold events but did not do many miracles. After Elisha, 
there are only a handful of miracles that occur in the Hebrew Text, three through Isaiah — the fiery 
furnace, Daniel in the lion’s den, and Jonah. 

What is the significance of Elijah and Elisha in relation to the Messiah? 

Elijah is referenced as a forerunner to the Messiah. 

Jesus’ miracles are compared to those of Elijah and Elisha. As previously stated, only Jesus is recorded 
as doing more miracles than Elisha. 

It is not plainly stated and so there are very real problems with using typology here. But we cannot 
ignore the connections between the miracles of Jesus and the miracles of Elijah and Elisha. 

Multiplication of food 

Raising children from the dead 

Power over liquid (oil vs. wine) 

Ministry to Gentiles because Israel is unresponsive 

Miracles over leprosery 

Miracles over vision (blinding and restoring sight) 

Manner of departure 

So, why did they not write books? 

I believe that their message was not a verbal one but was in their activity. They spoke of the Messiah, 
not in word but by their example. They were unique prophets who did many obvious things that got the 
attention of Israel and Judah. 

Jesus did more miracles both in quantity and magnitude, yet Israel did not recognize the testimony of 
Elijah and Elisha and they ignored Jesus as their Messiah-King.  


