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REVIEW 

Here’s a scale of the number of works necessary that is included in the gospel or their belief system. Off on 
their own are LDS (Mormons), Jehovah’s Witnesses, and Modelists.  

Within Christendom, Catholicism and Orthodox overtly state that one has to obey the commandments of 
God, stop being bad, be water baptized, and maintain a good Christian life in order to go to heaven. 

Moving to the right, we see that Anglicanism and Methodistism claim separation from Catholicism, but in 
the end, repentance (desire and stop being bad, contrition), true and genuine faith, and water baptism are 
included in what is necessary to go to heaven. They claim that nothing but faith justifies you before God but 
then add what genuine and true faith looks like. They redefine grace so that they can earn it. If not being 
baptized, not doing acts of piety and acts of mercy, not being sorry for all your past sins, not continuing in 
good works, and not avoiding sins DISQUALIFIES you from salvation, then doing all these acts/works 
QUALIFIES for salvation.       

LUTHERANISM – THE CHURCH NAMED FOR MARTIN LUTHER 

Resources: usalutherans.tripod.com; bookofconcord.org; elca.org; lcms.org; wels.net; aflc.org 

What Lutherans say about themselves: 

Lutheranism is similar to Roman Catholic and Episcopalian (Anglican). A Lutheran church service has the 
same order of worship. All of these church bodies are "Confessing Churches".  By confessing, these 
members say that they have sinned and ask God for forgiveness, and are then forgiven.  Lutherans do not go 
to confessionals, like Roman Catholics and some Episcopalians do.  Lutherans however are forgiven by the 
grace of God and not by a priest. 

Lutherans are also a liturgical church.  Which means that they follow a certain order in worship. 

Every Sunday, Lutherans, Catholics, and Episcopalians read the same exact Bible readings, except for one 
Sunday during the year.  This Sunday is Reformation Sunday, and on this Sunday, every Lutheran Church 
around the world sings the hymn "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God", which was the battle hymn of the 
Protestant Reformation and written by Martin Luther. 

Various Lutheran Bodies: 

ELCA – Evangelical Lutheran Churches in America 

On January 1, 1988, there was a merger of the Lutheran Church in America (LCA) and the American 
Lutheran Church (ALC) and the Association of American Lutheran Churches which broke off from the 
Missouri Synod.  The ELCA is now the largest Lutheran body in the USA with about 5 million 
members.  

LCMS – Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

The second-largest Lutheran Church body is The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and has about 2.6 
million members.  Originally, this church was named "The German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
Missouri, Ohio and Other States." 
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WELS – Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

The third-largest Lutheran body is the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, with about 400,000 
members.  The WELS is the most conservative of the three major Lutheran churches in the United 
States. The WELS also does not consider members of the ELCA and the LCMS to be 'legitimate' 
Lutherans. 

--Other Lutheran Church Bodies-- 

The other Lutheran churches are the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (AFLC), The American 
Association of Lutheran Churches (AALC), Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), and the Church of the 
Lutheran Confession (CLC). 

The Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (AFLC) was formed in 1962 and is the fourth largest of all 
the American Lutheran bodies.  The churches that formed the AFLC were members of the Lutheran Free 
Church who did not wish to join the American Lutheran Church (ALC). The AFLC has more than 230 
congregations currently. 

The AALC was formerly churches of the American Lutheran Church (ALC) and formed in 1987 due to the 
ELCA merger.  These churches did not want to join the ELCA.   

The ELS is another smaller Lutheran body and is very conservative.  This church has about 21,000 members 
and was originally known as the "Norwegian Synod".  The ELS is in full fellowship with the WELS.   

The CLC was formed in 1963 due to the break-up of the Evangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference of 
North America due to disagreements of principles.   

We are not going to discuss all the differences since most of the mergers and disassociations seem to 
settle primarily on politics and the role of women in the church. Now there has been new controversy 
about homosexuality and same-sex marriages. 

Our discussion is on the Gospel. What do the Lutheran groups say about going to heaven? What is 
necessary, and what would disqualify you from heaven? We will review what Lutherans say in general 
and we will point out when one or more specific bodies say something contrary to Scripture. 

On Justification: 

Being justified or made righteous before God—is by grace alone (sola gratia), through faith alone (sola 
fide), in Christ alone (solus Christus). Of course, this confession is grounded in Scripture alone (sola 
scriptura). For our salvation, we give thanks and praise to God alone, for the glory is to God alone (soli Deo 
gloria). In this declaration about salvation, which is wholly God’s gift, it is unambiguously clear that the 
Christian confession is: Jesus Christ died for all, and we participate in this gift of salvation through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 
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Creed Based: 

THE APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 
Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate; Was 
crucified, dead and buried; He descended into Hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended 
into heaven; And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; The Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints; 
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

ATHANASIAN CREED 

Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is necessary that he hold the catholic faith. Which faith unless 
every one do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he shall perish everlastingly. And the catholic faith is 
this: that we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; neither confounding the Persons, nor dividing 
the Essence… 

Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation; that he also believe faithfully the Incarnation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. For the right Faith is, that we believe and confess; that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, is God and Man… 

Who suffered for our salvation; descended into hell; rose again the third day from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven, he sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from whence he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. At whose coming all men will rise again with their bodies; And shall give account for 
their own works. And they that have done good shall go into life everlasting; and they that have done evil, 
into everlasting fire. This is the catholic faith; which except a man believe truly and firmly, he cannot be 
saved. 
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The Book of Concord – Confessions 

There are 738 pages of articles and statements that make up the confessions of Lutheranism.   

On Faith  

ELCA - When Lutherans talk about faith, we are talking about the relationship God’s Holy Spirit creates 
with us. Faith convictions expressed as statements of belief flow from this confident trust in God. The 
Official Confession of Faith identifies the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments (commonly called the 
Bible); the Apostles’, Nicene and Athanasian Creeds; and the Lutheran confessional writings in the Book of 
Concord as the basis for our teaching. ELCA congregations make the same affirmation in their governing 
documents, and ELCA pastors promise to preach and teach in accordance with these teaching sources. 

On Baptism 

Article IX. Of Baptism 

Of Baptism, they teach, that it is necessary to salvation, and that through Baptism is offered the grace of 
God; and that children are to be baptized, who, being offered to God through Baptism, are received into His 
grace. 

Baptism is nothing else than the Word of God [with mersion] in the water, commanded by his institution, or 
as Paul says: “A washing in the Word;” just as Augus tine also says: “The Word comes to the element, and 
it becomes a sacrament.” 

[We] say that God has imparted to the water a spiritual power, which, through the water, washes away sin. 
[We do not agree] with Scotus and the Bare footed monks (Minorites or Franciscan monks) who teach that, 
by the assistance of the divine will, baptism washes away sins, and that this ablution occurs only through the 
will of God, and by no means through the Word and water. 

On Repentance 

Article XII. Of Repentance 

Of Repentance, they teach, that for those that have fallen after Baptism, there is remission of sins whenever 
they are converted; and that the Church ought to impart absolution to those thus returning to repentance. 
Now repentance consists properly of these two parts: One is contrition, that is, terrors smiting the 
conscience through the knowledge of sin; the other is faith, which, born of the Gospel, or of absolution, 
believes that, for Christ’s sake, sins are forgiven, comforts the conscience, and delivers it from terrors. Then 
good works are bound to follow, which are the fruits of repentance. 

They condemn the Anabaptists, who deny that those once justified can lose the Holy Ghost. Also those who 
contend that some may attain to such perfection in this life that they cannot sin. The Novatians also are 
condemned, who would not absolve such as had fallen after Baptism, though they returned to repentance. 
They also are rejected who do not teach that remission of sins cometh through faith, but command us to 
merit grace through sat is factions of our own. 

Furthermore, in another section Repentance is necessary for a person to believe and that without the dread 
and fear of judgment no one would believe.  
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On Assurance 

From the LCMS 

It is possible for a believer to fall from faith and lose salvation, and it is possible for a believer to have 
complete assurance of eternal salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. 

If this seems paradoxical to human reason, then (Lutherans say) this is only because the teaching of 
Scripture itself on this issue (as on many other issues) appears paradoxical to human reason. 

For Lutherans, this is essentially a matter of properly distinguishing between Law and Gospel: Warnings 
against falling from faith are the strongest form of God's Law, intended to warn against "carnal security" 
based on "good works" or against the attitude that "since I'm saved, I can do anything I want to do." 

Assurances of God's constant and eternal love in Christ are the sweetest and purest form of Gospel, 
intended to comfort those who are plagued by their sins and by their failures to keep God's Law perfectly. 

CONCLUSION 

In the last two lessons dealing with Catholicism, Anglicanism, and Methodistism, we found that they all 
essentially believe the same thing—repentance, faith, and baptism are essential to going to heaven. The 
difference between Catholicism and the others is they openly state you must do good works to go to heaven. 
Anglicanism, Methodistism, and Lutheranism try to say salvation is by grace through faith, but in the end, 
they deny grace by stating that there are things you do to obtain grace. 

All four believe that sin and avoiding good works will lead one to lose their salvation (a hallmark of their 
belief system)  

THE DIFFERENCE 

When works are included in the Gospel, it nullifies grace, and grace is the means to our salvation. Works are 
separate from faith. Faith is in accordance with grace.  

Again, they redefine grace so that they can earn it. If not being baptized, not doing acts of piety and acts of 
mercy, not being sorry for all your past sins, not continuing in good works, not avoiding sins 
DISQUALIFIES you from salvation then doing all these acts/works QUALIFIES for salvation.  

Romans 4:1-5 


