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REVIEW 

In our last lesson, we reviewed Catholicism. We noted that they believe in an initial salvation and 
maintenance of salvation. “To come to God and be saved, you need to repent, have faith, and be baptized. If 
you commit mortal sin, you need to repent, have faith, and go to confession.”  

Their definition: “Interior repentance is a radical reorientation of our whole life, a return, a conversion to 
God with all our heart, an end of sin, a turning away from evil, with repugnance toward the evil actions we 
have committed. At the same time it entails the desire and resolution to change one's life, with hope in God's 
mercy and trust in the help of his grace.”  

These statements become key when we begin to evaluate other groups under the banner of Christendom. 
We will find that many people who separate themselves from the Catholic Church still believe in the 
same requirement to go to heaven (have eternal life). 

ANGLICAN – THE OLD CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

Resources: anglicancompass.com; The Books of Homilies; churchsociety.org;  

On Justification: 

“In Romans, the Apostle touches especially three things, which must concur and go together in our 
justification: on God’s part, his great mercy and grace; on Christ’s part, justice — that is, the satisfaction of 
God’s justice, or the price of our redemption by the offering of his body and shedding of his blood, with 
fulfilling of the law, perfectly and thoroughly; and on our part, true and lively faith in the merits of Jesus 
Christ, which yet is not ours, but by God’s working in us… 

And yet that faith does not exclude repentance, hope, love, dread, and the fear of God to be joined with faith 
in everyone that is justified. But it excludes those things from the office of justifying. So that although they 
are all present together in the one who is justified, yet they do not all justify together. Nor does faith exclude 
the justice of our good works, necessarily to be done afterwards of duty towards God. For we are clearly 
bound to serve God in doing good deeds commanded by him in his holy scripture, all the days of our life. 
But it excludes them, so that we may not do them to this intent — to be made good by doing of them. 

For the right and true Christian faith is not only to believe that holy scripture and all the previously 
mentioned articles of our faith are true, but also to have a sure trust and confidence in God’s merciful 
promises, to be saved from everlasting damnation by Christ. From this follows a loving heart to obey his 
commandments. 

And this true Christian faith (no one) who in the outward profession of their mouth, and in the outward 
receiving of the sacraments, in coming to church and in all other outward appearances, seems to be a 
Christian and yet in their living and deeds shows the contrary. 

For how can someone have this true faith, this sure trust and confidence in God — that by the merits of 
Christ their sins are remitted and they are reconciled to the favour of God and are partakers of the kingdom 
of heaven by Christ — when they live ungodly lives and deny Christ in their deeds? Surely, no such 
ungodly person can have this faith and trust in God. For as they know Christ to be the only saviour of the 
world, so they know also that wicked people shall not possess the kingdom of God.” 
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On Baptism 

“Baptism is not only a sign of profession, and mark of difference, whereby Christian men are discerned 
from others that be not christened, but it is also a sign of Regeneration or New-Birth, whereby, as by an 
instrument, 

• they that receive Baptism rightly are grafted into the Church; 
• the promises of the forgiveness of sin, and of our adoption to be the sons of God by the Holy Ghost, 

are visibly signed and sealed, 
• Faith is confirmed, 
• and Grace increased by virtue of prayer unto God. 

Baptism is, in the Church, accepted as the initiation into the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.  It 
is the actual instrument (or means) God uses to bring people into the Body of Christ. 

Not every deadly sin willingly committed after Baptism is sin against the Holy Ghost, and unpardonable. 
Wherefore the grant of repentance is not to be denied to such as fall into sin after Baptism. After we have 
received the Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace given, and fall into sin, and by the grace of God we may 
arise again, and amend our lives. And therefore they are to be condemned, which say, they can no more sin 
as long as they live here, or deny the place of forgiveness to such as truly repent.” 

Summary: 

The salvation plan of the Anglican Church is as follows:  
• Salvation, justification, is the free gift of God by God’s grace through faith 
• Faith includes true repentance 
• The summary of their definition of repentance according to the Second Book of Homilies – 

Repentance is a whole-hearted sorrowfulness for sin and fearful return to God so as to avert His 
wrath upon us.  

• True believers will, by godly impulse, get water baptized and that water baptism grafts them into the 
church and grace  

• If one commits deadly sins and does not truly repent after salvation, they depart from the grace and 
are, once again, lost and counted among the unbelievers (loss of salvation through sin) 

METHODIST – REFORMERS OF THE OLD CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

Sources: umcdiscipleship.org; umc.org; fmcusa.org; wesley.nnu.edu 

Wesleyanism or Wesleyan theology is the system of Christian theology of Methodism taught by John 
Wesley. At its heart, the theology of John Wesley stressed the life of Christian holiness: to love God with all 
one’s heart, mind, soul and strength and to love one’s neighbor as oneself. Wesley’s teaching also stressed 
experiential religion and moral responsibility. 

The Methodist revival began in England with a group of men, including John Wesley (1703–1791) and his 
younger brother Charles (1707–1788), as a movement within the Church of England in the 18th century. 
The Wesley brothers founded the "Holy Club" at the University of Oxford, where John was a fellow and 
later a lecturer at Lincoln College. 
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Early Methodism was known for its almost monastic rigors, its living by rule, and its canonical hours of 
prayer. It inherited from its Anglican roots the rubrics of reciting the Daily Office, which Methodist 
Christians were expected to pray. 

United Methodist Church and Free Methodist Church, the Primitive Methodist Church and Wesleyan 
Methodist Church have a variety of worship services and vary in politics, but they have the same core belief 
system. They primarily follow the teachings of John Wesley. 

On Grace: 

Grace is “the undeserved, unmerited, and loving action of God in human existence through the ever-present 
Holy Spirit.” We experience three kinds of grace in our life with God — prevenient, justifying and 
sanctifying. 

Prevenient grace literally means "the grace that comes before." Prevenient grace calls us into a relationship 
with God before we are even aware of God. It prepares us for the dawning awareness that God loves us so 
much that God seeks us out first. 

Justifying grace happens when Christians abandon all those vain attempts to justify themselves before God, 
to be seen as “just” in God’s eyes through religious and moral practices. When God’s “justifying grace” is 
experienced and accepted, it’s a time of pardon and forgiveness, of new peace, joy and love. 

Sanctifying grace enables us to grow into the image of Christ and leads to inward and outward holiness. 

Means of Grace: 

God's grace is unearned and that we were not to be idle waiting to experience grace, but we are to engage in 
the means of grace. 

Works of Piety 

Individual Practices – reading, meditating and studying the scriptures, prayer, fasting, regularly 
attending worship, healthy living, and sharing our faith with others 

Communal Practices – regularly share in the sacraments, Christian conferencing (accountability to one 
another), and Bible study 

Works of Mercy 

Individual Practices - doing good works, visiting the sick, visiting those in prison, feeding the hungry, 
and giving generously to the needs of others 

Communal Practices – seeking justice, ending oppression and discrimination, and addressing the needs 
of the poor 

On Salvation: 

We find ourselves asking, “what must I do to be saved?” There are two simple and profound things we must 
do: confess and repent. Confession “fesses up,” admitting all we’ve done before God. We speak it out and 
get it out. Repentance is turning away. Seeing our sinful ways for what they are, we renounce them and turn 
away from them. Through faith, the act by which we believe, confess and repent, we are saved! 
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But what is faith through which we are saved?  

Faith is “An evidence, a divine evidence and conviction.” faith is a divine evidence and conviction not 
only that "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself," but also that Christ loved me, and 
gave Himself for me. It is by this faith (whether we term it the essence, or rather a property thereof) that 
we receive Christ. 

Faith is the condition, and the only condition, of justification. It is the condition: none is justified but he 
that believes: without faith no man is justified. And it is the only condition: this alone is sufficient for 
justification. Every one that believes is justified, whatever else he has or has not. In other words: no man 
is justified till he believes; every man when he believes is justified. 

Our personal response of faith requires conversion in which we turn away from sin and turn instead to 
God. It entails a decision to commit our lives to the Lordship of Christ, an acceptance of the forgiveness 
of our sins, the death of our old selves, an entering into a new life of the Spirit. All persons do not 
experience this spiritual rebirth in the same way. For some, there is a singular, radical moment of 
conversion. For others, conversion may be experienced as the dawning and growing realization that one 
has been constantly loved by God and has a personal reliance upon Christ. John Wesley described his 
own experience by saying, “I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for 
salvation; and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me 
from the law of sin and death.” 

On Repentance:  

But is there not a repentance consequent upon, as well as a repentance previous to, justification? And is it 
not incumbent on all that are justified to be `zealous of good works? 

There is a repentance consequent upon, as well as a repentance previous to, justification. It is incumbent 
on all that are justified to be zealous of good works. If a man willingly neglect them, he cannot 
reasonably expect that he shall ever be sanctified; he cannot grow in grace, in the image of God, the 
mind which was in Christ Jesus; nay, he cannot retain the grace he has received; he cannot continue in 
faith, or in the favour of God.  

On Baptism: 

Baptism is the act of initiation and incorporation into the universal church of Jesus Christ, The United 
Methodist Church, and the local congregation, regardless of age. The candidate for baptism answers “I do” 
to the question “do you confess Jesus Christ as your savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to 
serve Him as your lord?  

On Assurance: 

God freely grants us new birth and initiates us into the body of Christ in baptism. The profession of our faith 
and growth in holiness are necessary for God's saving grace to continue its work in us, and both of these are 
things we must engage in for our love to be genuine and not compelled. We thus remain free to resist God's 
grace, to revert to spiritual torpor, and possibly experience spiritual death and Hell as its consequence. 
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Summary: 

The salvation plan of the Methodist Church is as follows: 
• Salvation, justification, is the free gift of God by God’s grace through faith 
• Faith includes  

o Turn from sin 
o Turn to God 
o The decision to commit one’s life to the Lordship of Christ 
o An inner experiential feeling 
o A desire to be holy 

• Repentance is also required but not overtly stated; it is contained in the body of faith 
• Baptism is not required for eternal life, but those who truly believe will get baptized. If you are not 

baptized or do not desire to get baptized, you are not part of the universal church and are not saved.  

The resistance of God’s grace can result in losing salvation and going to eternal damnation. Resisting God’s 
grace is not doing the means of grace—works of piety and works of mercy. 

CONCLUSION 

If we remember the lesson from last week dealing with Catholicism, they openly admit to and state salvation 
is not by grace through faith alone. You must work for it. Anglicanism and Methodism essentially believe 
the same thing. Repentance, faith, and baptism are essential to go to heaven. The difference is that they say 
that you don’t depend upon the actions, but that if you are a believer, the actions must be done. 

All three believe that sin and avoiding good works will lead one to lose their salvation (a hallmark of their 
belief system). 

THE DIFFERENCE 

To add works, avoidance of sin, or any human merit is a violation of God’s truth. It is repeated in Scripture 
that our standing before God is “not of works.” 

Romans 4:1-5; Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 2:8-9. 

The main issue comes in when we see that attempting to earn God’s favor means that we are not believing 
Him and His offer, and we are not believing in Jesus to be saved.  

Romans 4:14; Romans 10:1-3; Romans 11:6; Galatians 3:18; Galatians 5:4 

When works are included in the Gospel, it nullifies grace, and grace is the means to our salvation. Works are 
separate from faith. Faith is in accordance with grace.  

They redefine grace so that they can earn it. If not being baptized, not doing acts of piety and acts of mercy, 
not being sorry for all your past sins, not continuing in good works, and not avoiding sins DISQUALIFY 
you from salvation, then all these acts/works QUALIFY for salvation.  

 


