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When reviewing a narrative, it is vital to understand the historical context and how the narrative is compiled. 
This book is not written in the Hebrew narrative format but is very Greek and precise in detail. 

Historical Background 

Luke 1:1-4 – The author is writing to Theophilus. We do not have any information about this individual. We 
do know that he was the recipient of Luke’s efforts and probably commissioned the endeavor. We do know 
the reason and the method the book was written. 

There was an effort in the 1st Century to draw up an accurate account of the events that took place concerning 
the person of Jesus Christ. 

Verse 1 indicates that there were many individuals who were writing down the events, but this accounting had 
to have certain qualifications. 

1. Eyewitnesses 

2. Servants of the Word 

Luke’s endeavor was to compile all that was handed down to him. He did so in a very descriptive fashion. 

1. From the beginning – In fact, he begins not with Jesus but with John the Baptizer. 

2. Investigated everything carefully – Read the detail, family line, specific dates and locations, quotes of 
people including women (unusual for those days). 

Notice in Luke 1-3 the significant people that are recorded—Herod, Caesar Augustus, Quirinius of 
Assyria, Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate, Herod the II, Philip, Lysanias, Annas and Caiaphas. 

3. In consecutive order – There are a few that contest that Luke is chronological. They state that it is 
written in an orderly sequence. But the word indicates consecutive or that which comes next. There is 
nothing in Luke that would lead us to believe that it is not in chronological order. 

4. So that you may know the exact truth about the things you have been taught. 
 
This is the most complete historical account, inspired by the Holy Spirit, to preserve the most detailed account 
of Jesus’ birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension. 

In Luke 2, we have details handed down from those who were most familiar with the events of the birth and 
childhood of Jesus of Nazareth.  

The differences between Matthew and Luke are striking when compared to the amount of detail. In Luke, there 
are many more important persons: Zachariah and Elizabeth, the Angel Gabriel, and seemingly less important in 
the shepherds, Simeon, and Anna. 

Luke 2 speaks of details that would have been lost except for God desiring to preserve it from a historian’s point 
of view. Details of: 

1. Timing (Luke 2:1-2) 

2. Reason for travel (2:3-5) 

3. Announcement to the humble (2:8-12) 

4. A godly army praising God (2:13-14) 



5. Mary musing all the details (2:17-19) 

a. Who relayed the account to Luke? 

b. At least Mary, perhaps others 

6. Jesus’ circumcision and naming (2:21; cf 1:57-63) 

7. Simeon – Prophecy given to him and the words spoken to Mary (2:25-35) 

a. Who provided these details? 

8. Anna – Proclamation (2:38) 

9. Return to Nazareth (2:39-40) 

What we read as a simple account cannot be overlooked in regard to the miracle of details. The words passed 
down to Luke were to be investigated and placed into chronological order. 

Read Luke 2:1-40 

Observations: 

1. The details of the virgin birth were lost to the Jews at that time. To make this story up only serves to 
disgrace Joseph and Mary and not enhance the claim of Jesus. Only many years after these events when 
the account is written from beginning to end can we see the full plan of God being unfurled from 
Genesis 3:15 to this account in Luke (and Matthew). 

2. Luke makes a consorted effort to make sure the reader understands that Jesus is in the line of David 
(Luke 1:26-27; 2:4-5). 

3. The birth of Jesus receives less importance than the presentation of Jesus (2:6-7). 

4. A manger or “φάτνη phatnē” can either be a feeding trough or an animal stall (Luke 13:15). 

5. The word inn literally means guest room and Joseph and Mary were probably in the animal stalls for 
privacy and comfort rather than lack of care. 

6. To the shepherds – in Luke 2:10 is the verb “εὐαγγελίζω euangelizō”  

Do not fear, because look! I announce good news, great joy, to you which will be to the people. 
Verse 11 is that announcement of good news, great joy. 

The word for is “hoti” and means “that,” and sometimes, as it does here, simply indicates quotation 
marks: “A Savior was born today to you who is Christ Lord in the city of David.” 

Notice that Jesus is not mentioned, the term Christ is Messiah, Lord is His kingly or divine title. 

The angels were not announcing the arrival of a suffering Servant, but of the King. We can only 
guess what the shepherds knew about the political makeup of Judea at this time. But it was probably 
common knowledge that Herod and Rome would not be happy about a prophetic King being born.   

The pronouncement of the King being born is normally sounded with joy and celebration. God 
demonstrates that His plan is to involve those forgotten, those who are persuaded by truth and ready 
to hear and see the Good News of God (Anna and Simeon as well). 

7. One angel at first followed by an army (host) of angels praising God and saying: 

Glory in the highest to God and on Earth peace, good intentions among men. 



As much as we want to make this into a song, neither the word praising nor saying is used in 
conjunction with singing. 

We have two locations and two subjects:  

To God in heaven – glory 

To mankind on Earth– peace, good intentions 

8. The first persons recorded to see Jesus, born King of kings, are the lowliest of people. Shepherds are 
regarded to be the lowest class of nearly all societies, especially in Israel and the surrounding nations. 

9. When they found Mary, Joseph, and Jesus, they told them of the events and what was said by the angels. 

10. There are no angels mentioned being at the birth or presentation of Jesus. 

11. The Law of God is followed precisely concerning circumcision, presentation, and sacrifice. 

This is not excessive information but is vital in establishing the nature of Jesus and the dedication 
of Joseph and Mary to Jesus.  

12. While in Jerusalem, they meet Simeon and Anna, who had received by revelation who Jesus is and 
testified to the fact that Jesus was the promised one of old. 

I find these details very important. No doubt, the testimony of Simeon and Anna had reached far 
and wide. The recording of this detail would cause some to remember what they had heard and to 
put the birth of Jesus into context.  

13. After they did everything that was required, they did not go back to Bethlehem, rather they went back to 
Nazareth. 

14. John 1:14 – John is about the big picture; the Word became flesh. Luke is about the details. 

The details are not only for Theophilus. They were preserved and at least once a year we 
remember the specific information so that we would know for certain that the things which have 
been taught about the person of Jesus Christ are true. 

We can be absolutely certain about the birth of the Christ, and we know that the story only begins 
with his birth. It ends with salvation. 

 

What do you think about Jesus? 

Do you believe that He is God in the flesh who came to save? 

Do you believe that He died on the cross for our sins and was raised from the dead demonstrating that He has 
power over life and death? 

Do you believe that God offers eternal life through the sacrifice of Jesus? That this offer is free of charge and 
given as a gift to all who are convinced that this proposal is true? 


