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Ephesians 2:1-10 – The Church’s New Purpose 

Literal Translation 

And you being dead in the trespasses and the sins of yours, in which once you walked according to the 
age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit of the one working now in 
the sons of unbelief, in whom also we all conducted once in the passionate desires of the flesh of ours, 
while doing the desires of the flesh and of thought, and being children, by nature, of wrath even as the 
ones remaining. But God while being rich in mercy, because of the great love which He loved us also 
we being ones who are dead in the trespasses, He made (us) alive together with Christ, by grace you are 
ones having been saved, and He raised (us) up together with and He seated (us) together within the 
heavenlies in Christ Jesus, so that He would show in the ages, in the one coming, the surpassing riches 
of the grace of His in good kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by the grace you are being ones who 
have been saved through faith and this not of yourselves; the gift of God, not of works so that not 
anyone would brag. For we are His work, having been created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
He, God, prepared in advance so that we would walk in them. 

Observations 

Paul does not fully explain the Gospel or its intricacies. In fact, the Gospel is not the main point. 

This passage has bookends. “περιπατέω peripateō” is used in verse 2 (how you have walked) and in 
verse 10 (how you should walk). It is a contrast of the passionate desires of the flesh with the good 
works that God prepared in advance.  

Salvation by grace is important and even repeated, but this is a review for a church that already 
understands the basics of believing in Jesus Christ (1:13, 15). Contrast this with Romans 3-4 where Paul 
digs into the entire controversy of salvation by works and the danger of adding works into the plan of 
salvation.  

The main point of this passage is not to review salvation by grace. That is the wonderful byproduct of 
this text. If one were to demonstrate the nature of grace and that salvation is not by works but by grace 
through faith, this would be a good secondary passage that demonstrates consistency in the message of 
the grace of God. I would do a survey of John with a full exegetical analysis of Romans 3-4 to 
demonstrate the grace of God, how a person is made right with God, has the assurance of eternal life 
apart from works, and that this eternal life is granted the moment one believes in Jesus. 

I would use the following supporting verses: 

1. Acts 16:30-31 
2. Romans 6:23, 11:6 
3. 2 Corinthians 5:21 
4. Galatians 2:16, 21, 3:6-14 
5. Ephesians 2:8-9 
6. Philippians 3:9 
7. Titus 3:5 
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These verses are a review of how someone was saved, and it is not the main point of these texts. 

Everything that is attributed to the act or nature of man is negative. 

1. Dead in trespasses and sin 
2. Walked in trespasses and sins 
3. Walked according to: 

a. The course of this world 
b. The prince of the power of the air 
c. The spirit that is now working in the sons of unbelief 

4. Lived in the lusts of our flesh 
5. Indulging in the desire of the flesh and of the mind 
6. Having existed as children of wrath by nature 

Everything that God does is by grace and irrespective of our nature and actions, “even when we were 
dead…He made us alive.” 

The purpose of God’s salvation is to demonstrate His grace in kindness. 

The point of this passage revolves around the word walk, “περιπατέω peripateō.” How we walked 
previously was based on our character and deadness in trespasses and sins. Now we, having been saved 
by grace, have the opportunity to live in response to that grace. God also has prepared good works so 
that we would live our lives in accordance with them, so that we would know what God wants us to do.  

The good works in which we are to walk are prepared beforehand by God. This text does not say that 
God has preordained our actions, but He has determined what good works are so that we would know 
His desire and what He evaluates as good. 

This tells us that we are not capable of determining what is good. Even after being saved, having 
been placed into the body of Jesus, and having the Holy Spirit dwell in us, we still need God to 
reveal what good works are. 

This also tells us that God does not leave us in subjective ambiguity. We should all be able to review 
Scripture and agree with Scripture and each other what good works are and what sin is. Having 
objective, reviewable, written instructions from God to us is an amazing gift that we must not take 
for granted. We should live our lives based upon God’s revelation and not a social taboo or tradition 
of men. 

One interesting result of God’s grace is the inability to brag about what is received from God. Everyone 
is in the same category when they are born; no one is better, no one is worse (James 2:8-10). A truthful 
evaluation would leave us all unsavable. Apart from the grace of God, no one would be saved.  

The unbiblical concept of “God helps those who help themselves” is completely contradicted by this 
and other similar passages. If one person is savable based upon their goodness, their faithfulness, or 
their heartfelt repentance, then God is mandated to save one over the other and the savable one has 
bragging rights.  

This passage is the basis for the next section 11-22. Verse 11 begins with wherefore “dio.” The 
inference of verses 1-10 is that every person in the “ekklesia” is not saved based upon works or anything 
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that he or she is but is saved based upon the grace of God. This tells us that we are all of the same status; 
whether Jew or Gentile, we are brought into one new man. 

Questions 

As we move through Ephesians 2:1-10, there are some questions that we have to answer. 

In what way were they dead? 

Does the text indicate a shift in behavior for true believers? 

What about those who are unbelievers but are not immoral? Are they also characterized by 2:1-3 or is 
this specific to the Ephesians? 

What are the means of salvation, grace, or faith? 

What is the gift of God? Grace, saved, faith? Is faith a gift? 

What does “we are His workmanship” mean? 

What are good works?  

What did God prepare beforehand, us or the works? 

If believers do not walk in the good works, does that indicate something about their position with God?  


