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HISTORY OF ISRAEL – SO FAR (all dates are BC and are approximate) 

4100-4000 Creation of the World and everything in it 

2950 Birth of Noah 

2350 The Great Flood 

1996 Birth of Abraham 

1921 Call of Abraham 

1690-1685 All of Jacob’s Tribe move to Egypt 

1446 Exodus from Egypt 

1406 Israel crosses the Jordan 

1375-1040 Period of the Judges 

1040 Saul crowned king of Israel 

1010 David crowned king of Judah 

1003 David reigns over all of Israel 

970 Death of David, Solomon chosen as successor and crowned king over Israel 

TRANSITION FROM DAVID TO SOLOMON 

1 Kings 1-2; 1 Chronicles 23:1-2, 29:20-30 

To understand the controversy, we must review the family tree of David (1 Chronicles 3). Solomon is in the 
middle of all of David’s sons (10 of 19). 

So, with this being the case, who takes the throne? Who becomes king of Israel? While David was frail, his 
fourth son, Adonijah, attempts to take the throne (1 Kings 1:5-10). Nathan revealed to David and Bathsheba 
that Solomon was God’s choice as David’s successor. David is told about Adonijah’s attempt, and Solomon 
is made king by David, Nathan, and Zadok the priest. They had Solomon ride on David’s mule, and he was 
paraded in Gihon, a spring near Jerusalem. Afterward, all the people accepted Solomon as King. 

David is still alive, but Solomon is the de-facto king. Then, David charges Solomon (1 Kings 2:1-4). He is 
to be careful with his general, Joab, be kind to the sons of Barzillai, and deal with Shimei (1 Kings 2:5-9). 
When David dies, they finalize Solomon’s coronation and God establishes Solomon’s kingdom (1 Kings 
2:10-12; 1 Chronicles 29:20-30).  

Adonijah makes a request that is an underhanded attempt to overthrow Solomon, and he is executed by the 
order of Solomon (1 Kings 2:19-27). Joab, David’s general, had followed Adonijah, and he knew he would 
not live in peace, and he chose to die in the tent of the Lord by the order of Solomon (1 Kings 2:28-35). And 
then Shimei was allowed to live as a prisoner in Jerusalem. But after three years he leaves, and Solomon 
hunts him down and orders his execution (1 Kings 2:36-46). With all this accomplished, Solomon’s 
kingdom was fully established (1 Kings 2:46). 
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LIFE OF KING SOLOMON   

1 Kings 3-11; 2 Chronicles 1-9  

Observations: 

The land is at peace; those responsible for brutality and bloodshed are dead; Solomon begins his reign with 
a good clean slate, and the land is at peace. 

We do not know how old Solomon was when he became king. Tradition and lore have his age being 8-12, 
but that is not confirmed. 

Saul, David, and Solomon all rule for 40 years each. The unified kingdom of Israel only lasts for 120 years 
and it will not be reunified until the millennial reign of Jesus, King of Kings. 

Chronicles doesn’t mention Adonijah’s potential overthrow of Solomon. Chronicles portrays the transition 
of power as peaceful and non-controversial. 

In 1 Kings, we see Solomon’s first act was to marry the daughter of Pharaoh and create an alliance with 
Egypt. This leads to his eventual fall. 

In 2 Chronicles, there is one reference to his wife, Pharaoh’s daughter, (8:11) where he understands that she 
should have her own house because it is unholy to have her live in Jerusalem. 

In both Kings and Chronicles, Solomon’s reign begins very well. He holds to the Covenant and deals very 
wisely with YHWH, sacrificing at Gibeon, the high place, with a thousand burnt offerings (1 Kings 3:4;      
2 Chronicles 1:2-6).  

In response to his dedication to YHWH, God made Solomon an offer (1 Kings 3:5-15; 2 Chronicles 1:7-13). 

Solomon’s reign is characterized by wisdom and glory and fame and riches and expansion and peace. 

1. Solomon’s wisdom in dealing with the harlots and the disputed child (1 Kings 3:16-28) 

2. His fame reached the ends of the earth (1 Kings 4:20-34) 

a. Expansion 

b. Respected by foreign nations 

c. Safety for Israel all the days of Solomon 

d. Wisdom, discernment, observation, and understanding (4:29-34) 

e. The fame reaches all the way to the Queen of Sheba, the account is recorded in both Kings 
and Chronicles (2 Chronicles 9:1-12)  

The bulk of the details about Solomon’s reign is dedicated to the building of the Temple (1 Kings 5-8; 2 
Chronicles 2-7). This took 20 years to complete these tasks of the Temple and city walls of Jerusalem, 
Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer. The dedication prayer of the Temple is captured in lengthy discourses in both 1 
Kings 8 and 2 Chronicles 6. 

The height of Solomon’s reign is characterized by unmatched wealth and riches (2 Chronicles 9:13-30). 
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In 1 Kings 11, the fall of Solomon is recorded after he failed to keep the Covenant of God. His heart turned 
from YHWH, he worshiped and served false gods, and participated in idolatry. God then judges Solomon, 
not during his reign but after his death. Israel will never be unified (1 Kings 11:1-13). 

This is not recorded in 2 Chronicles, and the entire life of Solomon is understood as glorious and ideal. 

In 1 Kings 11:14-40, Solomon’s final days are marred by adversaries, rebellion, and difficulties. God, 
through a prophet, gives the Northern Tribes to a servant of Solomon, what will be called Israel, but David’s 
house will rule over one tribe (Judah).     

 


