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Ephesians 1:15-23 - Paul’s Purpose for the Saints at Ephesus 

Verify Text and Translation – There are no major textual questions in this passage. 

NASB - For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you and 
your love for all the saints, do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my 
prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom 
and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that 
you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in 
accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He 
raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one 
to come. And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the 
church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

Literal – Because of this I also having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus and the love, that which is 
toward all the saints, among you all, do not cease giving thanks for you while performing remembrance 
of you in my prayers so that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of the Glory, would give to you 
a spirit of wisdom and revelation in knowledge of Him, having enlightened the eyes of you heart, for 
you to know what is the hope of His calling and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
saints, and what the surpassing greatness of His ability toward us, the believing ones, according to the 
working of the might of His strength, which he exerted in Christ, having raised Him from the dead and 
seated at His right hand in the heavenlies, above every rule and authority and force and lordship in every 
name being named, not only in this age but also in the one coming, and He subjected all things under 
His feet and gave Him headship over all things to the church, which is His body, the fulness of all 
things, who fills all things.  

As can be observed, my translation varies very little from the NASB. In reviewing the MIV, KJV, and 
YLT, there are very few differences in the translation. The minor translational differences do not lend to 
any major theological differences. 

Observations 

Paul expresses his desire for the target audience by expressing the content of his prayer. Paul’s prayers 
in his epistles give us a model for our prayers. 

1. Pray perpetually (1 Thessalonians 5:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-2) 
2. Pray with the spiritual self, spiritual mind (Romans 12:9-13, 15:30; Ephesians 6:18) 
3. Be specific, be intentional in prayer (Colossians 4:2-4; Philippians 1:9-10) 

The identification of this audience goes beyond the initial readership, “toward us who believe.” This 
includes all believers, not just the saints at Ephesus. 

In verse 19-23, Paul reminds the readers that the same God who raised and exalted Christ is the same 
God who provides for us. 
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Paul, in telling the content of His prayer, being inspired by the Holy Spirit to write these words, 
demonstrates that his desire is also God’s desire. This section tells us some important truths about the 
Triune God. 

1. After we believe (Ephesians 1:13-14), God then wants believers to be informed. God does 
not desire for us to be left ignorant, but Hie informs us of what we need to know. 

2. This information is not tailored to an individual (subjective), but the information is available 
to all (objective). 

3. In verse 19, six different words speak of the power of God (surpassing, greatness, power, 
working, strength, and might). This is the same power that raised Jesus from the dead. 

4. The exultation of Jesus is not only to bring to light His truth, but it is also designed to bring 
us to victory. God shares in the victory, even though He is the one who secures the victory. 

Paul’s content is described as knowledge, wisdom, and revelation. These words are not internal spiritual 
endowments. If this knowledge and enlightenment were individualistic and an internal spiritual 
endowment, Paul would not need to write another word. We need to understand that the means of 
knowledge, wisdom, and revelation is the Word of God. It was true back then, and it is true today. 

Paul’s specific content gives us an outline of what we should look for. In the content of the letter to the 
Ephesians saints: 

1. Spirit of wisdom and revelation in knowledge of Him 
2. Having the eyes of your heart enlightened  
3. To know what the hope of His calling is 
4. To know what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints are  
5. To know what the surpassing greatness of His ability toward us is 

Exposition 

Verses 15-16 – Because of the previous statement, the entire content of verses 3-14 comes into view. 
But this also may be simply referring to the last phrase, to the praise of His glory. Regardless, Paul is 
motivated by the awesomeness of God and, because the Ephesian church has the basics down, he is free 
to move forward into the deeper things of God in Christ Jesus (1 John 3:23; Hebrews 5:11-14). 

Some of the things in Ephesians are considered to be weightier, but that should not intimidate you. 
We will take it a step at a time and make sure the content is understandable. 

Paul regularly gives thanks to God for the faithfulness and good activity of believers. One of the best 
compliments to give and to receive is “I thank God for you.” Fellow believers are a gift from God 
for our edification and encouragement. 

Making mention literally means doing remembrance. The word “μνεία mneia” means to remember 
or to bring to mind. Remember, remembrance is not a passive idea in Scripture. It is an activity of 
the mind. Paul is informing the saints at Ephesus that he purposefully and intentionally brings them 
to his mind while praying. 

 

Verses 17-18a – This first purpose statement begins with a “hina,” meaning that the following 
information is the intended result of the prayer. Notice that in verse 18, I pray that is in italics. The 
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translators take a participle and treat it as a new sentence. In reality, the first phrase is directly connected 
to the content of verse 17. The rest of verses 18 and 19 give additional results of what God gives. 

So that God would give… Give is “δίδωμι didōmi.” There are a few words that mean give in biblical 
Greek. This word emphasizes what is given—the content, not the means of the gift. 

What does God give? There are a few questions about the word spirit. The first question: is it also 
tied to revelation? The answer is yes. “Spirit” is what is given, then the word “spirit” is described in 
two terms, “wisdom” and “revelation.” 

The second question concerns the nature of the word spirit. We know that word “πνεῦμα pneuma” 
can refer to the Holy Spirit. Many people tie this to the Hebrew Scriptures (Exodus 28:3; 
Deuteronomy 34:9; Isaiah 11:2). But this is the only time in Scripture we have “spirit of revelation.” 
Revelation means to uncover or to reveal something that has been hidden. 

Spirit has many different uses – BDAG has eight different definitions: wind or a blowing; breath; the 
immaterial part of a person; a noncorporeal being; a controlling influence; The Holy Spirit. Is “spirit 
of wisdom and spirit of revelation” speaking of the Holy Spirit? Some refer to Ephesians 3:16 to 
demonstrate this idea. However, the language is different. I do not believe that Paul is asking that 
God give to believers the Spirit of wisdom. It lacks an article or any indicators that this is the Holy 
Spirit.  

The concept of a spiritual proclamation has been established in Ephesians 1:3. However, to call 
this spiritual wisdom would be incorrect. In Ephesians 4:23 we see that Paul wants the believers 
to be renewed in the “spirit of your mind.”   

Paul regularly uses “spirit of” in references where the Holy Spirit is not inferred. Romans 8:15, 
11:8; 1 Corinthians 2:11-13; Galatians 6:1; 2 Timothy 1:7. 

In these references, the idea of a “disposition” is better understood. This would mean that Paul is 
praying with the purpose of God granting the believers a disposition of wisdom and of 
revelation. Paul’s desire, and God’s desire as well, is that the believers are prepared to receive 
information that is God’s wisdom and revelation and may be difficult to receive. It is as 
important now as it was then to put aside our reason, our thoughts about God, and allow Him to 
speak. 

Colossians 1:9 – Similar content to Paul’s prayer with words that have an easier explanation. 

  

 


