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ISRAELOLOGY – ISRAEL PAST 

PREFACE 

One of the greatest points of contrast in Christendom is the identification and purpose of Israel. 
Regardless of denomination or background, every church has a pretty strong conviction about Israel. 
In the past, those holding the banner of Jesus were overtly hostile to Israel, causing many to be killed 
and others to flee to Ukraine and Russian, who were less hostile but still unfriendly to Jews. 

Today, many western nations support Israel but are not friendly to Jews. They see Israel as a buffer 
between them and Muslim domination. There is also a small population of those who call themselves 
Christians who hate both the Jews and the nation of Israel. These views must be disavowed and 
confronted when an opportunity arises. 

Some populations within Christendom respect the Jews but disavow the nation of Israel. They claim 
that Israel is no longer a legitimate nation and the promises made to Israel are now transferred over 
to Church, but the Jews are now welcome into the church to be loved. 

Still, there is another population of Christians that both love Nation Israel and the Jews, believing 
that God desires for believers to honor and bless Israel and the Jews because they believe it is a 
principle and command of God (Genesis 12:3). 

This three-part study is designed to help us understand how God views Israel. The first part will 
discuss Israel Past and look at the origins of and promises made to Israel. Part two will review Israel 
Present and the paradigm between Israel and the Church. The final part will glimpse at Israel Future 
and seek to understand what plan God has for Israel in eschatology.    

ORIGIN OF ISRAEL 

Genesis 10:1-2, 6, 21-25, 11:16-17, 24-26, 12:1-3 

Out of the nations, after the flood, one line gets singled out. The line of Shem, the line of Eber (the 
Hebrews), the line of Tamar, the line of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This line carries the promises of 
the Seed and the nation that comes from this line is also chosen for a purpose. 

Exodus 19:4-6 – Israel was to be a unique nation that was to be an intermediator for the nations 
on behalf of God.  

Deuteronomy 4:37 – The fact that Israel is chosen is based upon God’s interaction with the 
fathers (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob), and this is the basis for their deliverance from Egypt. 

Deuteronomy 7:6-8 –Israel was not selected because of her greatness, behavior, or faithfulness. 
Israelites are holy (set apart) from the nations based on the grace of God (Romans 9:11, 11:1-6).  

COVENANT OF GOD TOWARD ISRAEL 

Abrahamic Covenant - Genesis 12:1-3, 7, 13:14-17, 15:1-21, 17:1-21, 22:15-18 
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This covenant has 6 provisions: 

1. A great nation, the nation of Israel 

2. Land, the land of Canaan, later named Israel 
3. Abraham will be greatly blessed 

4. Abraham would be a blessing to others, all nations 
a. Those who blessed Abraham would be blessed 

b. Those who cursed Abraham would be cursed 
5. Abraham would have an heir through his wife, Sarah 

6. Other nations would come from Abraham (Arab nations, Median, Edom) 

The details of this covenant are repeated throughout Genesis and the Old Testament to the 
descendants of Abraham, specifically Isaac, Jacob (Israel), Moses, Joshua, David, Solomon, and 
Jeremiah. 

The Abrahamic Covenant is restated with additional details. 

1. The Mosaic Covenant (The Law) – Exodus 19-31. This provided the means for how they 
should live worship in the land. God would provide a national blessing if they kept this 
covenant. But if they did not, then they are disciplined by being removed from the Land. 

a. Unfortunately, this covenant is violated, and Israel undergoes severe discipline for 
violating the Law. 

b. God provides a replacement for Mosaic Covenant, called the New Covenant – 
Jeremiah 31:31-34. This New Covenant will establish Israel perpetually and they 
will be blessed because they will not and cannot break this covenant. This 
covenant was not established in the days of Jeremiah; he was only a minister of it, 
an announcer of the New Covenant.  

2. The Land Provision (Palestinian) – Deuteronomy 29:1-30:20 – Theis section provides 
exact details about the border of the land that God gives to the nation. 

3. Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7; 1 Chronicles 17) – This provides a king, a ruler, a 
provider for Israel on earth. One of David’s descendants will be a perfect, eternal ruler 
who will bring peace for Israel and the world. 

a. The Davidic line was unbroken, but there has been no king in Israel (Judah) from 
586 BC to now. The last king was Zedekiah at the time when Judah was taken 
captive into Babylon. 

b. Jesus Christ is that line of kings, a son of David (Matthew 1:1-16; Luke 3:23-38). 
Jesus Christ is not currently on the throne of David (no temple/no throne). He is 
seated at the right hand of God waiting for the appointed time when He will return 
and restore Israel to prominence. All Israel will be delivered and restored and the 
promises to Israel will be fulfilled. 
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CONCLUSION 

“An elect, sacred, and everlasting nation is the plan or purpose of God for Israel. This people came into 
being miraculously as the seed of Abraham through Isaac and Jacob. They are the object of immeasurable 
covenants and promises and this becomes their major identification or destination, for the covenants are 
secured or sealed by the act of Jehovah. Israel stands alone, in distinction from all other nations combined. 
Those many nations are known as Gentiles, but Israelites as Jews.” ~ L.S. Chafer 

All of these promises are physical, not spiritual allegory. 

The promises made to Israel are not yet fulfilled. 

The covenants made to Israel are intended to establish a kingdom: 

1. People 
2. Land 
3. King 
4. Constitution 

They broke their original constitution, so God will reissue one that will not/cannot be broken. When 
Israel is restored, they will never rebel again; they will never leave that land again; Jesus will reign over 
them forever. 

What about the present? Is current Israel that nation? Why do we have the church? What is Israel’s role 
currently? Those topics and more next time when we discuss Israelology: Israel Present.   


