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REVIEW OF THE LIFE OF DAVID 

During Saul’s failing rule as king, the Lord instructs Samuel to anoint David, son of Jesse, great-grandson of 
Boaz and Ruth of the line of Perez, son of Judah, son of Jacob, son of Isaac, son of Abraham. The history of 
David begins with him helping Saul as he is going through a difficult time of despair and depression by playing 
music on a harp. As he travels back and forth to help his brothers and Saul, he hears a challenge from Goliath, 
accepts the challenge, defeats Goliath, and cuts off his head.  

As David increases in popularity and favor having the Holy Spirit greatly upon him, Saul becomes increasingly 
jealous and chases David all over the country. As David avoids conflict with Saul, he spared Saul’s life twice 
when God gave David the opportunity to kill him.  

In the end, Saul and his three most prominent sons die in battle, Saul’s reign comes to an end, and David is free 
to take the throne. David demonstrates his good, godly character by mourning for his kinsmen even though they 
are enemies. He follows the YHWH’s instruction about the destruction of the Philistines and the destruction of 
their idols. David also emphasized the worship of the Lord by bringing the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem, 
a truly joyous celebration in the history of Israel.  

While in Jerusalem, the king of Tyre honors David by building him a house. After this, David understands that 
he is being established as king by the Lord and that David’s kingdom was exalted for the sake of the people of 
the Lord, Israel. In response to this, David has a realization. "See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of 
God dwells within tent curtains." YHWH tells David that he will not build God a house, but YHWH will build 
David a house forever and there will be one his descendants who will sit on the throne of Israel forever.       

DAVID’S EXTERNAL WARS AND INTERNAL CONFLICTS   

The wars of David are recorded in brief in the books of 2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles; they are found in 2 Samuel 
9-24 and 1 Chronicles 18-21. The periods of war are filled with family and national unrest. First, we will 
summarize the wars of David, then we will summarize the internal difficulties of his rule. 

The wars of David are accentuated by victory. He gains territory, conquers cities, takes for himself and his 
army weapons of war, his enemies serve Israel and honor David by bringing him tribute (Read 8:12-15). 
Maps of David’s victories. What do we see? God’s promise to establish Israel through David is shown 
through the defeat of all Israel’s enemies. Those who were threats respected David and sent him tribute to 
establish peace and not be destroyed themselves. 

1. Philistines 
2. Moabites 
3. Aram 
4. Sons of Ammon 
5. Edom 

Edom’s significance cannot be understated. Edomites are the descendants of Esau (Genesis 25:19-26, 
27:27-30, 38-40, 36:6-8). The prophecies concerning Edom are that they will serve Israel but will 
eventually break their oaths. Edom serves Israel for the first time under David.  
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One of the many fascinating entries is found in 2 Samuel 21:15-22 and 1 Chronicles 20:4-8. Goliath had 
four brothers who also fought against Israel. The Philistines waged war with Israel again. In battle, 
David became exhausted and a Philistine giant sought to slay him, but Abishai came to his aid and slew 
the giant. As a result, David retires from warring. In a second war, Sibbecai and Hushathite killed 
another giant. And again, in another war with the Philistines, Elhanan, the son of Yaare-Orgim of 
Bethlehem, smote “Goliath of Gath,” whose spear was like a weaver’s beam. There is probably an error 
here in the text, for we see in 1 Chronicles 20:5 that “Elhanan the son of Jair smote Lahmi the brother of 
Goliath of Gath, whose spear was like a weaver’s beam.”  This account also fits the context of 2 Samuel 
better. Again, in another war, a Philistine warrior, who had six fingers on each hand and six toes on each 
foot, fought against Israel and was slain by Jonathan, the son of Shimeah, the brother of David. As a 
summary, verse 22 contains a statement that the giants of the Philistines all died at the hand of David 
and his servants. This is a vital piece of the Israelites’ history as they continued to battle foes on all 
sides. 

The external wars are simple, and victory is easy. David had no worries when fighting Israel’s enemies, but 
the turmoil within Israel nearly destroyed the nation. 

David commits a grievous sin by taking Bathsheba into his bed, and she conceives a son. To cover this 
up, David conspires to have Bathsheba’s husband come home for a rest. Uriah refuses to take comfort 
while his brothers are housed in tents. Eventually, David arranges to have Uriah killed in battle, and his 
act was evil in the sight of the Lord. 

There is turmoil in David’s family. Amnon, David’s son, raped Tamar, his half-sister (2 Samuel 13). 
Absalom, David’s son, Tamar’s full brother, and Amnon’s half-brother, avenged Tamar and killed 
Amnon. Fearing for his life, Absalom went into hiding, and David mourned for Amnon. David and 
Absalom were now enemies. 

Absalom conspired to take his father’s throne by having the people of Israel revolt against his father 
David and gain support for his rule. Absalom got an army in Hebron to stand against David. David and 
those with him fled Jerusalem to hide in the wilderness. Absalom wanted the kingship for himself. 
Alliances are made and people take sides. In the end, David’s army fought against his son’s army and 
David was victorious. In the fray, Joab disobeyed David and killed Absalom while he was caught in a 
tree. David mourns Absalom and then is restored as king.  

David, against the will of the Lord, takes a census of Israel and Judah, and the Lord’s anger burned 
against David (Read 2 Samuel 24:10-17). But in the end, God restores David, and David builds an altar 
as commanded by the Lord (Read 2 Samuel 24:18-19, 25).  

The turmoil of David’s life, both in war and in the many internal conflicts, also had another consequence. In 
the last lesson, we saw that David was not permitted to build a house for God, but we are not told why. In 1 
Chronicles 22:2-5, we see that David had all the materials prepared for the temple, but then he explains to 
Solomon why he, Solomon, was going to build the temple and not David (1 Chronicles 22:6-9). It appears 
that God desired Solomon, a king of peace, to build the temple and not David, a man of conflict and blood.   
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THEOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 

1. David understands that the Lord provides victory, and when the enemy is known, the victory is sure, 
and Israel is established as the world’s superpower. 

2. When David is left to his thoughts, he begins to make errors, and these errors have tremendous 
negative consequences. When the enemy is within, victory is harder to find. 

3. David demonstrates tremendous godliness as he respects Jonathan’s wishes and provides for his son, 
Mephibosheth (Chapter 9). David stays his hand against a curse from Ziba, who was a servant of 
Mephibosheth. David also mourns his treacherous son, Absalom, after he is killed, having deep 
compassion for enemies within Israel. 

 


