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Review of the Purpose of the Letter 

The purpose of this letter is to enlighten the Ephesians as to the plan of God, to have them understand the 
blessing of God for believers (1:3) so that they would not be isolated from Jewish believers, and, even though 
they used to be far from Christ, they have now been brought near (2:11-15) so that they would understand their 
purpose on earth in being the new administrators during this time under the title “ekklesia” (3:9-10). 
Furthermore, they must not conclude that this “ekklesia” is an afterthought or that Jews were more complete or 
better in some way. This new administration is according to His eternal purpose, even though it was not 
revealed previously (3:4-5, 11).  

Ephesians 1:3-14 – This passage makes a clear statement concerning the spiritual blessing or literally, the 
proclamation of a spiritual nature (εὐλογίᾳ πνευματικῇ). Remember that this proclamation can be something 
that is received by means of a royal decree or it can be a truth about the person that is revealed by royal decree. 

Paul lists five proclamations of a spiritual nature that are spoken to the saints (1:3–14). 

Paul wants his readers to understand and rejoice in all that God has done for believers through Jesus Christ. 
Each section could be translated with “praise”:  

1. “praise God for predestining us” (1:4–6) 
2. “praise God for redeeming us” (1:7-8a)  
3. “praise God for the mystery of His will” (1:8b-10) 
4. “praise God for His inheritance” (1:11-12) 
5. “praise God for the sealing of the Holy Spirit” (1:13-14) 

Ephesians 1:11-12 

NASB:      

In Him also we a have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who 
works all things after the counsel of His will, to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would 
be to the praise of His glory. 

Literal translation: 

In Whom also, (we have obtained an inheritance) having been predetermined according to (His) purpose of 
all things working according to the counsel of His will unto the end us unto the praise of His glory the ones 
who have first hoped in the Christ. 

English Sentence Order: 

(He chose us) In Him, also (we have obtained an inheritance) because of his predetermination according to 
His purpose who works all things in accordance to His plan, His will, so that we would be (the ones having 
first hoped in Christ) unto the praise of His glory. 

Opening remarks: 

The language here is a little complicated and an over-analysis of the all the particulars would not yield a 
whole lot of insight. The translations communicate the message very well, except for one idea, one word.  
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Analysis: 

The word for we obtained an inheritance is the verb is “κληρόω klēroō.” This verb is part of an eleven cognate 
word group (picture). 

The word is part of the word group that means heir, inheritance, inherit. But notice that our word is a little 
different. This is a verb from the root noun “κλῆρος klēros,” which means a lot, share, or portion (Matthew 
27:35; Acts 1:17, 25-26; Acts 8:21; 1 Peter 5:3). The word in the most basic sense means “the share of a 
whole.” Unfortunately, translators often highlight the manner of how something is portioned or selected, 
instead of what has been selected.  

The verb means to be selected, obtained, or appointed (by lot). Again, most try to emphasize the method, 
but the word emphasizes the fact that someone or something has been selected. 

The verb is in the 1st Person Plural Aorist Indicative Passive. 

In the Septuagint, this verb is used for the tribes of Israel when the section of land was selected for them. 
The verb describes not the Israelites or the tribes but the actual land that was apportioned. Here is the 
difficulty. Most of the translations treat this as receiving our allotment. Do we get an inheritance? Yes! 
(Ephesians 1:18; Galatians 3:8; Colossians 3:24; Hebrews 9:15; Peter 1:3-5). 

Does our verb indicate this same thought? That is the easy way out and there are no theological 
inconsistencies with that understanding. There are a couple of translations that say this differently. 

Here is one example - In whom also we were made a heritage, having been foreordained according to 
the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his will (ASV). 

Another one - In Christ we too have been claimed as God's own possession, since we were predestined 
according to the one purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his will 
(NET) 

This would indicate that we are apportioned to God, “we are the allotment.” 

Which one is it? I can see both being accurate and both are within the bounds of theological consistency. 

But that is not the biggest question with this verb. The crazier question is who is the we? We must see this 
verse in its context. In verses 11-12, we have a designation for the we—the first to hope in Christ. In verse 
13, we have the contrast, you also. The Ephesians saints are not the first to hope in Christ. 

There are two choices as to whom the we refers—Jewish believers or the apostles. Again, both have 
merit, and both are true in context and theology. 

In the purpose of the book, we have the Jew/Gentile paradigm in focus, so there is no reason to shift to 
the context to the apostles since Paul never addresses any other apostle in this letter. 

In the introduction of this letter, we studied Acts 19 where it talks about Paul’s first “converts.” Reread 
Acts 19:1-9). Where was Paul’s focus in Ephesus for the first few months? The synagogue. Why? Paul’s 
practice was to go the Jew first, then set up churches with elders. Remember, we determined that the 
first elders at Ephesus were Jews. Also, Timothy, although half-Jew half-Gentile, was trained in 
Judaism, was circumcised, understood the Old Testament from a young age, and he was the one left in 
charge after Paul went to Jerusalem. 
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This does not mean that Jewish believers today are part of the group. Paul is simply taking them through the 
history of the church and the origins of their beginnings as well. The Jews in that era were the first to hope 
in Jesus, and Paul made it a point to go to the Jew first, not only because of a decree, but they should be the 
first to believe in Jesus. They should know that He is the Messiah because they have an advantage. 

Romans 3:1-3, 9 

Romans 9:1-5 

Ephesians 2:11-14 

What does verse 11 mean? Jews are the chosen portion, having been predetermined according to His 
purpose, according to His own will. 

Verse 12 concludes these remarks by indicating that those who first believed would be to the praise of His 
glory. Glorying in God indicates that the truth of God is revealed outside of the group so that others can be 
exposed to the truth and be saved. 

This section is entitled “Praise God for His inheritance”—God’s inheritance, God’s allotment for all of 
history is Israel. He chose them out. At the beginning of the “ekklesia,” it was predominantly, if not all, 
Jews for the first decade.  

We need to understand that the Jews are to be celebrated; we are to glory in God for His choice, His 
inheritance of those people, and the fact that they were instrumental in bringing the gospel to the Gentiles. 

Now we must also reflect that grace back to the people of Israel. Even now, there is a strong believing 
element in Israel that know that Jesus is the Messiah. 

Romans 11:1-6 

Romans 11:11-15 

Romans 11:28-36 

Conclusion 

The goal of this lesson was not to emphasize the Jew over the Gentile. But rather, we need to understand 
God’s plan. Israel was and is the Chosen Nation. Even though they are in obstinate disbelief as a nation, 
they are beloved because God chose them. 

The Jews were the first to believe in Jesus. 

It was the Jewish believer that gloried in God and shined a light of the truth of God into the Gentile nations.  

Paul is a Jew, of the tribe of Benjamin, and it was through him that God revealed the mystery of His plan for 
this age. 

We do have an inheritance, but Israel is God’s chosen allotment, and, at the end, all of Israel will be 
restored, Jesus will reign from Jerusalem with the apostles, and the kings of the earth will bring tribute into 
Israel. 


