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THE MESSIANIC HOPE – PART 6 

THE MESSIANIC HOPE 

The Messianic Hope – In the Old Testament (the Hebrew Scriptures), there is a theme and a message that 
those who lived during that time and who would read the Old Testament would conclude that there is a 
message from God that demonstrates a prediction and a promise of a figure that would come, restore Israel, 
and reconcile the world to God.  

THE MESSIANIC HOPE SO FAR 

Luke 24:44-47 

The Messianic Prophecy began in Genesis and the historical narrative increased the prophecy and with more 
details. More information is revealed as to both the identity and function of the Messiah.  

The Poetic Literature not only has overt predicative elements about the Messiah, there is also the tone that 
depends upon the hope of the future Messiah. The Messianic Promise is developing all the more, from 
vague promises in Genesis to the specific nature of the One Seed of David. In the poetry, we continue to 
understand some of the nature of the Messiah and how He will be both God and kin, will die yet remain, 
will rule forever, and be a priest forever. 

Last time we talked, we did an overview of the Prophetic Books, concluding in Isaiah 53. There, we 
determined that the Servant does not come as the all-powerful who king restores Israel first; He comes 
lowly and humbly and as a sacrifice for many. 

THE MESSIANIC HOPE – THE TIMELINE 

In the Hebrew Scriptures, we have a great deal of information about the Messiah. Who He would be, the 
purpose of His coming, where he would be born. But there was a question that many of the prophets left 
unanswered: when will the Messiah be here? 

Daniel 9 –  

Isaiah 53 is the key to understanding the sacrificial atonement of the Messiah. But many theologians 
consider Daniel 9 to be the key to understanding prophetic Scriptures as a whole. Daniel exposes not only 
the timeline’s predictive element, but it also has some additional information about the person and function 
of the Messiah. 

The content of the Book of Daniel rotates between historical references and prophetic dreams and visions. 
The historical references are about Daniel and other Israelites during the captivity in Babylon (Chapters 1, 3, 
5-6). The dreams, visions, and predictive elements are about the plan of God for the future of Israel, the 
Messiah, and the future of the Gentile nations (Chapters 2, 4, 5, 7-12). 

Chapters 7-8 describe the vision of the four beasts. Daniel learns the fate of the current power (Media and 
Persia) and the future kingdoms of the Gentiles. Afterward, Daniel is completely exhausted and perplexed 
with wonder (Daniel 8:27).  

Daniel 9 picks up with Daniel reading in the book of Jeremiah that the Babylonian captivity was to last 70 
years. Daniel then understood that the timeline of Jeremiah was about to come to fruition. In response to 
this, Daniel prayed a passionate and hopeful prayer (Daniel 9:4-19).  
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While Daniel was praying, God sent Gabriel to provide Daniel a better understanding of the vision he had 
seen where he had received some information but did not have the complete picture. The rest of the chapter 
(9:24–27), God reveals details about the timing of the Messiah with some additional details. 

1 Peter 1:10-12 – The prophets of old (e.g. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel) were constantly wondering when these 
things were to take place. Daniel is the one who received this information.  

Read Daniel 9:24-27 

1. Seventy weeks have been decreed 
a. To finish transgression 
b. To make an end of sin 
c. To make atonement for iniquity 
d. To bring in everlasting righteousness 
e. To seal up visions and prophecy 
f. To anoint 

2. From the time of the decree to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple (point of mark) 
a. Seven weeks and sixty-two weeks (69 weeks in total) 
b. Until Messiah the Prince 

3. After the time of the Messiah, then He will be cut off 
a. The people of the prince to come will destroy the city and the Temple 
b. War to the end 

4. The final week 
a. The prince to come will make a covenant with the many 
b. The prince will break the covenant halfway through the week 
c. Then the abomination of desolation 
d. Then complete destruction 

We are not going to deal with all these details, we are only going to look at the predicted timing of the 
prophecy. The primary question is what timing is exactly understood as 70 weeks. 

The term translated “weeks” here is “shabu‘im” (lit. “sevens”) and means “a unit of seven.” For that reason, 
it frequently means “a week”—as in “a unit of seven days.” The word “shabu‘im” should be understood as 
having the basic meaning unit of seven.” So, are these seven days, months, or years? The context will 
determine. 9:2 gives us a clue. The completion of the 70-year prophecy would have led Daniel to understand 
these 70 units of 7 to be 70 units of 7-year periods. 

In the Law, there were repeated ideas of 7-year periods, weeks of years (Exodus 21:2; Leviticus 25:1-4; 
Deuteronomy 15:1, 9, 31:10). 7-year periods are frequent in the history of Israel as well (Joseph’s famine; 
Solomon’s Temple was built in 7 years; Elisha’s famine). Most theologians all agree that the 70-week 
prophecy must be understood as 70 seven-year periods. 

There will be 7 seven-year periods then an additional 62 seven-year periods until Messiah is on the scene.  
We have to calculate 69 seven-year periods until Messiah (483 years.)  The Messiah will be on the scene 
about 483 years after the decree to rebuild Jerusalem. 
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Throughout Israel’s history, they did not observe the Sabbatical rest for the land for 490 years (70 weeks of 
years). Because of this, they were in captivity for 70 years as discipline. As the chart shows, one 490-year 
period ended with a 70-year span of time between the start of another 490 years.  

2 Chronicles 36:22-23 – This was the decree to rebuild the temple. The date of the decree was about 539 
BC. The Temple was completed in Ezra 6:14-15 around 516 BC. In Nehemiah 6:15, the wall was 
completed.  Everything is completed around 445-444 BC. 

There are questions about when the clock starts ticking and when the 483 years are complete? Is Jesus born 
in the 483rd week or is it right after? These questions are not overly significant, although some people claim 
a “to the day” prophetic understanding. Here is what I will note: 

Our calendar year has 365.2422 days where the Biblical Hebrew calendar has 360 days. The total days 
according to the Hebrew calendar would be 173,880 days. Placed back into our calendar, that makes it 476 
years plus 25 days. The extrapolation then places this around 31-32 AD.  

With all these dates understood, the Jews should have been looking for the revelation of the Messiah, even 
400 to 450 years after the events in 2 Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah.    

CONCLUSION 

After 6 lessons, we have a basis and an introduction into how the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) 
demonstrates a theme and a message that those who lived during that time and who would read the Old 
Testament would conclude that there is a message from God that demonstrates a prediction and a promise of 
a figure that would come, restore Israel, and reconcile the world to God. 

Our lessons have traversed from Genesis through the Prophets, from generalities to specifics, from an 
unknown time to a timeline. The next lesson will be “The Messianic Hope Revealed,” how Jesus Christ 
fulfills the predictive elements of the Old Testaments as the Messiah.  


