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REVIEW OF THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL IN SAMUEL 

Samuel is commissioned as Judge and leads Israel to many years of peace until he is about to retire from 
being Judge and Israel finds Samuel’s sons unjust.  Instead of petitioning YHWH for a fix, the tribes of 
Israel demand a king, but not one after the design of God but after their own design. God will permit a king 
of their own design as an object lesson for Israel. 

Saul, though desiring to do what is right, acts presumptuously, makes silly oaths, and acts as a priest in 
giving sacrifice, and defies the Lord by not utterly destroying the Amalekites. In the end, Saul was rejected 
by God as being king and Samuel grieved over Saul all the rest of his life. 

The Lord instructs Samuel to anoint David, son of Jesse, great-grandson of Boaz and Ruth, of the line of 
Perez, son of Judah, son of Jacob, son of Isaac, son of Abraham. The history of David begins with him 
helping Saul as he is going through a difficult time of despair and depression by playing music on a harp. As 
he travels back and forth to help his brothers and Saul, he hears a challenge from Goliath and accepts the 
challenge, defeating Goliath and cutting off his head. 

As David increases in popularity and favor having the Holy Spirit greatly upon him, Saul becomes 
increasingly jealous and tries to pit David and Jonathan, Saul’s son, against one another. Jonathan loves 
David as himself and does not turn against David, allowing David to flee from Saul, and Saul attempts to 
kill Jonathan in a fit of rage.    

1 SAMUEL 21-31 – THE MANY ADVENTURES OF DAVID AS HE IS PURSUED BY SAUL 

After Jonathan tells David that Saul does intend to kill him (David) David runs to Nob and then to Gath. 
This is where we have some interesting accounts of David doing everything in his power to lying to the 
priests, eating consecrated bread, David faking insanity, running to Moab, running to the Philistines, and 
eventually, David outlives Saul. 

Let us analyze this with a synopsis of each chapter, then we will ask some questions and conclude with 
some theological observations. 

Chapter 21 – David runs to Nob where he receives help from the priests. Later, Saul would take vengeance 
against the priests of Nob, killing them and everyone in the city (22:19). After getting help in Nob, David 
flees to Gath where a stronghold of the Philistines is located and one of the kings of the Philistines (king 
Achish) is housed. David is recognized but fakes insanity and escapes to the cave of Adullam.  

Chapter 22 – In the cave of Adullam, David’s family comes to support him, which worries David, and he 
takes his family to Moab. David pleads with Mizpah of Moab to allow his family to stay there and Mizpah 
consents. The Lord, through the prophet Gad, told David to go back to Judah and David goes to the forest of 
Hereth. It is at this time that Saul places extraordinary pressure upon the people of Israel to turn against 
David by destroying all who help David. One of the sons of the priest at Nob escapes and runs to David. 

Chapter 23 - David is told that the Philistines are warring against and plundering the city of Keilah and 
David inquires of the Lord on whether he should go fight the Philistines. The Lord says to David, “Go and 
attack the Philistines and deliver Keilah.” Saul plans on attacking David at Keilah, but David learns about it 
and inquires the Lord and leaves Keilah with his men (about 600) and fled. Saul eventually gives up the 
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pursuit. In verse 14, the writer sums up the events— “David stayed in the wilderness in the strongholds and 
remained in the hill country in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God did not 
deliver him into his hands.” Saul continues to chase David, but Jonathan comes to David to encourage him 
in the Lord (15-18). The people of Ziph betrayed David and Saul takes up the chase, but the Philistines 
attack means that Saul must give up the chase once again, and David goes to Engedi. 

Chapter 24 – After Saul fights off the Philistines, Saul again pursues David to Engedi. While in pursuit, Saul 
goes to relieve himself in one of the caves. It just so happens that David and his men were hiding in the 
same cave. David’s men encourage him to kill Saul and finish this foolishness, but David does not kill Saul 
while he’s on “his throne” (read 24:4-22). 

Chapter 25 – Although it affects the entirety of Israel, Samuel’s death is summed up in one verse (vs. 1). 
The rest of the chapter is dedicated to the history of Nabal and Abigail, his wife. David asks Nabal for 
assistance after first protecting the servants of Nabal. Despite David’s assistance, Nabal refuses to help 
David. Conflict is about to happen when Abigail steps in and shows favor to David and his men, and David 
agrees not to harm her family. When Abigail tells Nabal what she had done, Nabal ends up dying and David 
takes Abigail as his wife. The chapter concludes by summing up David’s wives, Abigail and Ahinoam, but 
Michal (Saul’s daughter) was given to another.  

Chapter 26 – Saul, once again, chases David, and David has another opportunity to kill Saul in his sleep as 
they camp. But David spares Saul’s life again (11-25). 

Chapter 27 – David, still fearful of the evil of Saul, flees to the Philistines, to Achish the son of Maoch, king 
of Gath. David lives in Gath with his two wives. After Saul heard that David was in Gath, Saul decided to 
stop seeking David’s life. David is given some land near Gath called Ziklag and is a perpetual inheritance of 
the kings of Judah. David lived there for one year and four months. David raided the Amalekites who had 
settled in the land of Israel and destroyed the Amalekites, but David tells Achish that he was raiding Judah 
and other Israelites (12), so the king of the Philistines let David stay as David took the spoils of war and 
brought them into Gath. 

Chapter 28 – Strange things are happening. Saul inquires of the Lord, but God does not answer in any of the 
typical ways, so Saul does the next logical thing. He goes and finds a medium to speak to the dead. He 
disguises himself and goes to a medium of Endor (perhaps an Ewok) and tells her to bring up Samuel. To 
the medium’s surprise, it works. Samuel speaks to Saul from the dead and tells him that he and his army will 
fall to the Philistines. 

Chapter 29 – David goes out with Achish, king of Gath of the Philistines, to guard Achish. When the other 
lords of the Philistines saw David and his men, they say, I don’t think so. Achish begrudgingly sends David 
away, and the Philistines begin their march against Saul, going up to Jezreel. 

Chapter 30 – While David was away, the Amalekites raided Judah and burned Ziklag, kidnapping the 
inhabitants of the land of David (3-8). The chapter progresses with David finding the Amalekites with the 
help of an Egyptian slave of the Amalekites, and David slaughtered the Amalekites leaving four hundred 
men who fled (read 18-20). David brings back all that had been taken plus spoils from the Amalekites and 
shares with the people of the land establishing good relations with the people of Israel.  

Chapter 31 – read. This passage is restated in 1 Chronicles 10 with additional information in verses 13-14. 
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OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS 

When we read the Bible, we must be careful to read it as the author intended the readers to understand as it 
was inspired by the Holy Spirit to record the events. This is a historical narrative. The activity of David that 
is suspect to us is neither condemned nor condoned.  

1. Lying to the priests of Nob about a secret mission from Saul. 
2. Going to his enemies to seek shelter. 
3. Faking insanity. 
4. Leaving Israel to go to Moab. 
5. Going against Nabal for not helping David. 
6. Taking another wife. 
7. Living a lie to the king of Gath by telling him that he is raiding Israel but is actually raiding the 

Amalekites. 
8. Going to war with the king of Gath as bodyguards as they go to war with Israel. 

In all the life of David, there is one sin that God condemns outright (1 Kings 15:5). Now, this does not mean 
that David was right before the Lord prior to Bathsheba and Uriah, but that David lived his life in respect for 
God and inquired of the Lord all of his days (he was the apple of God’s eye). 

So how do you explain these indiscretions? We do not try to. These are events recorded during a time that is 
foreign to us, in a culture that is foreign to us, and in a place that is foreign to us. We do not try to explain 
these away, we simply let them be part of history. 

We do not take the events of the life of David as prescriptive. In fact, we must be very careful to take any 
instruction from any part of David’s life as a principle. We can understand the intent of the author here as a 
lesson to Israel and the kings who would read this afterward. 

1. Understand the contrast between Saul and David 
2. Understand the overt right actions of David as he respected Saul, letting God deal with “His 

anointed” and not raising a hand against him. 
3. Understand the unrighteous actions of Saul and the reason why God removed him from his 

position as king. 

THEOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 

YHWH is the focus of history. He is guiding the events and tells Israel who Saul is before he is anointed 
king. God gives Saul every advantage (His Spirit and His Word through prophets and dreams). But when 
Israel chooses their king based upon what they see and not what God sees, they will fail. God chose David 
based upon his heart. Israel was to seek the Lord, seek His judgments, seek His plan, and seek His will; that 
is the only way to ensure success.  

Unfortunately, this lesson is short-lived and, after David and Solomon, not one generation seeks after the 
Lord and this eventually leads to their rejection of the promised One, the Messiah. Their discipline remains 
to this day but there will be a time when only the Remnant of Israel remains and thus all of Israel will be 
restored.   


